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| The Epiſtle 1 
: bave detained this ſhort "ſo 
Treatiſe ſo long from you,| 
that you may well judge | "nt 
:28:::anſeaſonable now to | -ac 
be. preſented unto - you, ſe 
Yet confedering the duty | 4 
that relation wherein I | 
- hs unto you through 
your late dear Toak-Fel 
low, whoſe death was 
the occaſion of this Dif. 
courſe; and theobligation 
that is upon me by ſo ma- | 
ny favours and unde- 
(erved - 


—_ 


t] ſerved kindneſſes "reverved 


from 904 \ as alſo* be be- 


Inſe* which "poſdhy"90h 


| -accrue\'to othersfrom"\ſo 


ſerious a Subjet#; I have 
the world, under the prv'- 


tettion of your * Name, 
bow weakly ſo-ever"miit» 


ged', and "liable 10" 'the 
—_ fſernpulons 


Ape. However, I may 


| bope, - that, ar | Funtfal 


Sermons, above” "others, 
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The Epiſtle 

appeared, that your name | - 

is known and honoured | 
throughout the Nation, | j 
» . But this \above all xs 


your publick, employments, | 
you bave not ſought your | 
ſelf, and. the  advance- 
ment of your Family, 
ſo. much. as the bonour. of 
God, the intereſt of bis 
people, and the enlarge- 
ment of the Goſpel, ' by 
your high eſteem of, _ 
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your Crown, that -in. all. | 


 Dedicatory. 


me | the encouragement you 
ed | have givenunto the Faith- 
m, | ful AGniflers of it, a 
is | mong whom. 1 bave been 
I | an mnnworthy Labourer. 


, And bleſſed be the Lord, 
y who hath made his Orem 
- | to abound towards you by 
bis aff ſting and ſupporting 
| preſence in all your paines 
and travels, whereby 
| IM have been enabled ſo 
| chearfully to widergo the 
| bode f your hard ſer- 
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The Epiſtle, &. ' | 
t0 your own ſoul, the foul: | 


of your relations, or any: 
thers, it willbe the rej | 


ing of 


| Your unworthy Kinl,. 
From my fiudy fu 
at Shenuhin the man and Servant! 
County of | 2 
Hereford, OR. mm the Goſpel. b 
20; 1669. i x 2 


Tsauc Lonwts | 


THe Reader is deſired, to corre& theſe ; Ts 
followibg miſtakes, which eſcaped the | _ 


' Preſs by reaſon of the Authors abſerice, | 
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YAge2iLine 27; for walk read. reach Þ.s. |. 
© 1. 12. leave.buc noe, P. g.1. 12.4, bend | 
x. bead. P.10.1. 3. f. alweoyes r. already, Þ, | |. 

"Auguſtine. T. 43:1, 16, f. ſtrange x, fFrous.hy | 
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Tn the State of 
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PHILL IP. i PEY 
For Tam in a ſiraight betwixt two, 
baving 4 defire to depart, and. ts 
be with'C wh fer Renpefe 


| A N being in aide: ebideth ub, 
#8 $| or lodgeth'net all night therein, 
| 70) | faith David, Pſal: 49. 12: But 
becomes Jike the Beaſts. that pe> 


_ ; 27 that. which befalleth 1be Sons of 
3 - men, befslleth Besfis 3 as the one dieth, ſo 


© Goth the other, ſo that a man bath na prebes 
minence above a Beaſt, ſaith Solomon, Ececl, 3z 
19. N evertheleſs,though he dicth like the 
Beaſt, yet his Spirit retaining the immorta+ 
| ity of its cllence, returneth not to corrup= 
' tion with his body, but is capableof. a. ftate_ 
after death and:difſolution,according as the 
infinite wiſdom of his Creator doth diſpoſe 
thereof in a way, of juſtice | or. mercy. 
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:2 The Souls Aſcen fox 7 
* And becauſe: ce DEL ſy irtatingl ml -þ 
and: fooliſh, as cither throy | 
on the tbe” ignorance of their own | an 
b = ent tureand bcing, to deny/ the 1 < 
gave it. Chap, - inumortality.ot their ſouls zo] 
12 % E: through delifion, and Pre-. Re, 
furwptign to conclude the certainty of thei | 
future felicity z judging all things by | 
ſenſe, and; the preſent Tibeaſations of ex- 
ternal arid common providence : therefore | 
it ſhall- be my preſent delign, in handling 
this Text; to give unto-:you a'private pro- | 
ſpe through: the gate of. death; towards | 
the mountaines and valleys of eternal | 
happine6:and: miſery, by. preſenting unto' 
you the ſecret and hidden way of the {pi- | 
zit and ſoul. of mag in itsſudden flight and 
motion, at the time and: in the ſtate of {e- 
-paration from'the corporeal and flcfhy part,. 
hwy falls from it towards its eatthly ccn> 
| And :foraſmuch as the- diflolution of 
a doth. not only divide the two-ecfſens | 
tial parts of ſoul and: body, but alſo the 
common rode of this temporal life into two 
| difim@ paths ,; towards the greateſt difſe+ 
1 | -. rent ates of everlaſting joy: or forrow'; 1 
E | thali labour 'to walk both in this ſubje;the 
| | ; ark in the dodrinal ' part, becauſe it is the: 
B proper'and plainiſcope of the Text; and = | 
other 
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af | other in' the! Application by way -of confe-. 
k | quence and 'dedyRion.,/' For © which'end 
and purpoſe, (it will be neceſſary. for mie 
| firſt ro/bring you to the: Text by the prez 
50k | cxeding patts of the Chapter 'atd: the oh.” 
_F tafion of this Epiſtle, to which it hathire> 
| lation 3- and thea by the Text 'to'the mat 
7 ter intended. © Theoecation of PaxFs wri. 
ting chis' Epiſtle totheChurch ac Philoppy, 


was an honourable Prefent > che Church 


their - paſtor, -by-way -of charity'to- ſupply 


_ hispreſent necelsities : |. By whom- havink 


underſfioed the Nate and' condition of that 


© Church; and being affected with: optezr 


an exprefGion of their love! unto himghe 
teturned this {ſweet Letres and” Spirttual 
Epiſtle. And in this fit Chapter,afterhisu- 
ſual betiedicoty (alutation,frrihedechrech 
his thankfulne(s unto God, for their fpiri- 


tual eſtate and continuance inthe fellow- | 
" thip (of the: Goſpel; 'unto'the'5 the verſe. 


Stcondly. his confidence in -God, forthe 


 perſeting'of the work of grace begun,aske 
| as perſwaded through charity to judge 


in them all, by their future and final perfe- 
verance, unto itheeighth;verſe. ' Thirdly, 


B 2 ing 


Vas. 


" The:oulr Aſctwſun AY 


9>6a the :x2..toithe 28. 'verſt,he laboureth. 
1a fatisfe: them-concerning;: the conſequent | 
Events: | of: his preſent ſufferings; that they 


were! rather forthe furtherance, then hins 


derance of the Goſpel, whichhe proveth by 


two ” 55g . Firft, bccauſe the cauſe of |: 

erings,; which was: the preaching of | 
Chiiſt the :Saviour of the!/ world , was | 
hereby mide known, and divulged, 'both 


hs (vu 


in;;Nero's Pallace, and in the. neighbouring 
Eiries.: Secondly, becauſe-by his ſufferi 
any ofthe brethren were:made more bold 
0; preach the Goſpel: and net withRands 
ng there were ſome that preathed Chriſt 
-out-of envy and; ſtrife, thinking thereby. to- 
-add:to his: afflictions, yet he was ſo lar 
{from being troubled :at it, that he rejoys 
.ced, becauſe Chrift was the more preached. 


| En; the. L9;::verſc the Apoſtle diſcovereth | 


the;gracious/and ſweet frame and tempet 
.of his | own: heart: under his ſufferings, in 


the firm contidence;he had, that all things 


Jhould work: together for his good, and 
-turn to- his ſalvation, as the return and 
Fruit of their! prayers,  andithrough - the 
ſupply. of the ſpirit of God'unto:him, that 
he might hold:out. under his:tryals,accord-} 


ing to his carncfi Zapcfation andhope,thatf Fi 
d rouge 


Ing in Fruickaiveb; anto the tr. oe 
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 turn' to his ſalvation. 


| ſtraight - betwixt two, GC. 


in the late of ſeparation. 5 . 


| through his ſtedfaſtne(s -and boldneſs, both 
| in life and death,:Chrift might be magnita+: 


ed in his body.: whereof. he giveth this. 


| reaſon, verſe 21. For to me 0 live 3s Chriſt, 
| andto aye 7s gain. That 1s, 1f I live Ifhall 
| honour Chriſt by -my life, and if I] dye 'T 


ſhall honour him by my death, and that: 


. death ſhall be my gain, .according to his: 


confidence before expreſſed, that it ſhould 
But in caſe-: he 
ſhould live, he ſhould have fruit of his la>: 
bour,or1t were not worth the while to live, 
for to live 15 Chriſt,that is,he thould preach? 
Chrift, which would be the gain of others, 
as his death would be his own:Now in theſe 
thoughts Paxl'is at a ſtand, what to chooſe 
or defire, whether to live or dye; for being 
a Priſoncr at Rome for Chrilt's ſake and 
the- Goſpel, he might expe, as well to 
dye, as to. live and being as it were indif-- 
ferent to cither, he debates the caſe and: 
controverhe in his own heart, according! 
to 'the. words of my Text, { am ins. 


"In which words we have three diſtin@: | 


thatF parts. 


ord-F Firſt, Equilibrium. animi, the even 


bats: 


,thath lance of Pazls mind in reſpec: of life and: 


ovglt deaths For 1 om 51 


a ftraight betwi xt two. 
Secone » 


. B 3 
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Chriſt. 


"47 dub, um preſſed of two,according to} 


& The Souls Aſerniion 


: Secondly,” Inclinatio affeiionum, the int | * 
clination- of : his affe&ious. ; ; and deſire = 1 
Having 4 deſire to depart, and to be withils 


3. Thirdly, 7 HR vel PRPSA LS judicity ; 
The determination of the ovneroper OR {th 
the diſcovery -of his jadgement upon imias! | 
ture. deliberation; in:the laſi words of the | g 
Text, FWhich.is far better. 
Before -1 lay down the intended Do. | we 
Arine or Propoſition from this Scripture, I w_ 
will briefly explain the terms of the'Text,| | 
to. jaſtific the clearneſs 'of the dodrimj 7 
deduQion from the Text., - | a 
'*7 am inaftraight betwixs two. ] « 
L firaigthly held on both ſides} } 57" 

* ouy xs So Brza tranſlateth'it 3 ' or 1 f | 


the vulgar Latine: . S. Pa#l preſcnteth unto} 
Himſelf life and death, two different ob»|- © 


jecs of his choice and ele&ion, and both ſta; 
ſub ratione boni, appearing unto him robe} 1 0 


really good for him; but which of thele f 
tocloſe withal , and pitch upon, he know-| ? 
eth not. Not that it was in his power _ the 
live or to die, but if the Lord ſhould give] 
him his free liberty to. chuſe either, he wa] - h 
at a ſtand in his preſent thoughts] # 
work way. hc had beſt incline himſelt, {ax 

* 4 


the caſe was now with- him, being: -aa 


: | apoſtle of Chriſt; and now impriſoned fos 


z whether it were abſolutely: - better 


4 pon all accounts,and all things conſidered; 


him to: die by a violent hand,/or-to'be 


Ws {enlarged 'as'a further inſtrument; for the 


b. 


| 
- 
to 
g F 


4 bu 


; | promoting and propating of. the Gaſpel in 
| the world. As it was Davids calc, when 
'| he was to'chuſe one of thoſe: three Judge- 
4 ments propoſed unto him, 2 Saw. 24: 13, 
| 14-. Shall ſeven years famine come in thy 
[land? or wilt thou flye three moneths before 
| thine enemies, while they purſue thee? or 
| that tlere be three dayes peſiilence in thy 
| Land? . And David ſaid unto Gad, Tam'in s 


great ſtraight ; let us fall now into the hand 


| of the Lord ( for his mercies. aregreat )and 
"wot into the hand of man, This was his 
| ſtraight in reſpe&t of evils, :and he choſe 


well, for hechoſe the leaſt in'all circum» ©. 
ftances , for the time, the nature; and; the 
immediate inflitor of the evil or judge- 
ment, But” Pauls firaight was in reſpedt 
of g00d objedsto be choſen, and/which of: 


the two ' were the beſt, was his prefent 


controv erſie , whether to depart . and be 


"with Chriſt, or te live and abide fill. in 
the dy to preach him ; both would be 


for the honour of Chriſt, but the former 
B 4 WOLi1G, 
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thereof for the Jews ſake, Rom. 9.3.1 


could wiſh, that my ſelf were accurſed | 
from Chrift, for my brethren my kinſmen ac- Þ 
cording to the fleſh; Love defircth impoſe 
fibilities. By all this it appears how great 
the Apolile's ſtraight was betwixt \living Þ} 
and dying, as a ncedle hanging between | 
two loadfiones of equal force and power, | + 
+ Having a deſire, or greatly defiring, | 

— ,. that is, in reſpeQof-hisown-* 
F $n:%plar happineſs , and his 'great love __ 
_= and delight in Chriſt, for} 
whom he was now in a ſuffering condition, } 
to depart, that he might "be with him, Þ 


The word in the original ſignifieth a ve» 


hement defirc, or an ardent and hot deſire; 
and it is obſervable, that he doth not. 
barely fay he did delire, but having. 
a defire, which Bezs tranſlateth to con-.. 


tend in delire, * anſwerable to that 


expreſſion of oux . | 


* Plus eff animes ferri : <5 
ne nmr? Sie ho 


eiter cupere Beza inlocum, 
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- would be his own gain, the lattcr the gain | 
of the Church ; and his own private inte. 
reſt was the lefs unto him,becauſcif he lived, 
it was but. the deferring of his heavenly re. | 
ward; and his affeQions ſometimes were {6 | 
Krong, thaf, though it. was impoſlible, yee 

he could have. wiſhed a total deprivation ' | 


[ 


a0 oo, 2 re 


v7 ;agl - 
ban, Te tt I 


Mos Fo On nk ot BS Bom de: ng Pont Bo th AS, i 21s 8 OR | 


| #n the ſlate of ſeparation. . '9 


Like 22. 15. With defire beve 'T defi 
red to eat this Paſſeover with 'you 'be- 


fore: I ſuffer. So that inthelſe'words we 


may conſider Paul looking ſolely upon 


| Chriſt and his immediate preſence , wa- 
1. ving all former confi derations,whereby this 
_ fervent © deſire was limited and ' himſelf 
ſtraightned : So that Pawls natural (if T 


may ſo call it ) defire and inclination was 
towards the Lord, and to be' with him, 


{| - which init ſelf coulidered was earneſt, a- 


greeable to -his earneſt expectation , 'or 


' ttretching forth of the: hand in looking, 


25 that word denoteth in the 20. verſe of 


'- this Chapter. 


To- depart, dg get; or to be diſſolved, 


according to othersz/or'to die, as the A yo. 
polile had faid in the 21. verſe, To 


gain. The Apoſtle feemeth to ſtrain him- 


{elf for\a word, that he might ſet forth (6 


- gainfula death, as he is ſpeaking of, ' which 
| ſometimes he calleth-a difolvng of this 
* earthy tabernacle,and an unclothin y 4 2 Cor. 


5+ 1. 4+ Peter ſtyles it @ putting 0 of this 
tabernacle, The ſpirit of God in the Holy 
penmen of the Scriptures,hath ſet forth the 
death of the Saints by pleaſant and allur- 
ing cxpreſlions , as to ſleep, to be Ean- 


ged, to | be gathered to the - Fathers, 
and 
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and: in: this place, 'to depart. of 


And. to. be. with Chriſt. Paul was.in} 
Chriſt alwayes by grace; and Chriſt reveas” 
led in him by the ſpirit of illumination; F 
he-was a follower of Chriſt by conformity: 
and: obedience, and :came behinde noneof } 
of the: other Apoſtles: in his labour 'and'} 
ſufferings for him 3z''and as. he defir'd to. 
be found: in Chriſt, ſo to depart and to be 
with: him, that he might. immediately en» F . 
joy him, and cnter into the joy of his | 
_ 'Lord and. Maſtcr, unto whom he had been 
faithful in his miniftry - and Apoſileſhip. 
The ſtate.of - happineſs is often et forth vin; 
Scripture- by this phraſe of | being with} 
Chriſt, and being with the Lord, Luke. 23. 


43. This day ſhalt thou be with me in Pa- 
radiſe, Rom. 6, 8, Now if we be dead with 


Chriſt, we believe we ſhall alſo live with him. . 


And - x Thel. 4,17. Then we which are a- 
live aud remain ſhall. be caught wp togetber 


with them in the clonds.to meet the Lordin | 


the air, -and ſo we ſhall ever be with the 

Lord. £3: 

Which # far better, *or very much better, 
* -  thatis, ur regard of himſelf it 
cw ot is better 5 Bis then-to Jive, 
(LLAACY. though in regard of the Church 
| for him to abide in the fleſh, it was better 


and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


in the ſtate of ſeparation... ma 


and + mare: needful for-cthem, as.in,theifo].. 


lowing-:yerſe. And in regard 'of himſelf 
and his glory with Chrifi, 1t muſt needs be 


il far better, if we confider, ' as Paw! did; that 


far- more. exceeding and; eternal weight of 


glory,” which ſhould | be the reward'of his 


lighe afflitions,as heſo them eftcem'd compa+ 


ratively, 2Cor.q.197.#or our light affliftiour; 


which are bat for a moment,work for us # fav 


\ more.exceeding and cternal weight of glory; 


xey' Uayfmnke os rayborln, it is beyond ex- 
preflion, *:* And therefore our tranſlation 
rendereth it, a farre more cx- #* gþy;fluy &7 
ceeding; as Paul here: [iyles it, celum non pa- 
far better; . ' Fiuntur hyper - 
Having thus : opened | the **em.. 
words ot the Text,' I ſhall lay down one 
Propofition only from thele words of the. 
Apoſtle, and handle that as ſuitable to:this 
preſent occaſion and folemnity. , * 
Dod. That it is the defireable and pecn- 
liar priviledge—of the Saints, te be brought 
immediately to Chriſt by their \departure' 


o hence by death. 


In the managing of this. doctrine: or 
propefition, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew:and: 
clear theſe three general Headsithe hand- 
ling whereof will take in the ſubſtance and 


cfcntial parts ofthe whole Textit (elf. 
| | Firſt, 


- > 20 En 
%*% x A R- 
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Firſt, *Whatis that death, in: the nature. {| but 

andquality ef it, that brings the ſouls of the: | no 

Saints departed immediatcly unto' Chriſt, | wh 
"Seconely, what is it,or what maybe un»! | hin 


derftood by this Phraſe, #0 be with-Chriſt,, | ig 
Thirdly, howdoth the death of the | bat 


Saints bring them immediately to Chriſt, '| Wa 

at their departure 3 and in what manner) | Jut 

doth - the Soul departto Chriſt:  : ki 

Firſt, What « that death, in the nature | C0! 

and quality of it, that brings ' the Souls | Ws 

of the Saints departed immediately to an 
Chriſt. ; 3 cal 

1. Negatively,Every death,or the death of co 

every man, doth not bring him or his ſoul di 

to Chriſt, It 15 not death barely and in it ſelf all 
conlidered, 'as it isa' privation of life, by _ bh 

| the diffolution 'of nature,and parting aſun- pl 
| der 'of ſoul and body. Otherwiſe what | %! 
| were the priviledge of Pax! which here he * m 
ſo greatly defired, more then of Fudas the. W 


Traitor? but that. Jad. went + not to. 
Chriſt, but to. his own place, is evident, ſi 
As 1. 25. The godly and the wicked die tl 
alike in reſpe(t of natural d ſolution, Eccl. |} TL 
2.26. How dieth the wiſe man? as the v 
fool;-As there is no vifible diſtinion, or O 
marke of difference between'the Godly 0 
and the wicked by the external things of 

7 Pro? 


[ 


F - 7» theſftate of ſeparation. "JJ, 
1 providence: in. the courſe. of . theif livess- 
but allthipgs fallout.alike to all men, that ' 
no. man. might know love..or hatre: ] by 
what ;is before; him, but by: what i is within 
| him, and.upon his heart: ſo neither can t NC 
righteous be, diſcerned, from . the; repr9+ 
© bates by, any, viſible character of the.out« 
ward-maunerof their deparcure and: diflo+ 
lution. And this will appear in the ſeveral 
kinds of death\boch are fubjeR unto. in the 
courle of; providence, as alſo inthe out» 
ward circuinſtances thereof, - The :. 
- and wicked..may both. die of, the ſame dil- 
eaſe, and diſtemper of , body, | as feaver, 
conſumption, dropſie; yea the: molt painful 
diſcaſcs; -as the gout and the. ſtone; and 
alſoof the. moſt noyſoine and uncomfoxta= 
ble diſtempers, as the ſmall pox, and; the 
plague, it (el, of which, Hezekzab was lick 
unto. .death, 2 Kings 20. 1... Again, they 
may both dic by a violent, hand. Stephere 
was ſtoned to death;as well as Achan,They 
may both alſo dic by the ſame occalion and 
ſudden providences, as; thoſe, upon- whom 
the tower. .in' Siloam; fell and flew them, 
Luke 13.4, Which did not:argue,:that they 
were, greater ſinners [then others,)More- 
over,they may both, die in,the- full numbes 
of their days,and a wigked man may live am 
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mich teftimonis Prov.1 4.32. Therigh 
hath Rope in his end, P/.37. 37. The godly. 
mn is marked with this priviſedge, Mark | 


14 * Thegovls Aſeeniiew 


Ifoi, :'65 


diſturbanee of ſpirit 3 'x godly"'man may 
want aſſurance upon' a death! bed,nd'a 


| Wicked "may goe' out of the world ikea 
Lainb;/-with peace! and preſumption; and. 
s-quiet diſfolution , 'Pſal 73. 4: ns | 


”o bands in their leh 


15, But poſitively.” That death which -* 


bringeth the Soul to! Chriſt at the: time of 
depa: ure out- of: this life,is to be conlide- 


6d; i in relation*to the Rate and condition of | 


the ie in death, as holy, righteous and 
-So that-it' is the quality of the 

ſon : Bee that'makes him/happy in his 

ath; 'whoſe-death 15 his gain, and Aris de: 

parturc tobe with Chriſt, 

«To this the Scriptures: beat eletr «bl 

reous 


the vpofed man; bebold the upright, the end of 
- 


be an hundred years old, and be curſed a] Foy, 
20. And chough key Bw | 
/ Ie Fiat through the juſt judgement of | | 

God;'dot 'nvt live out halfe their” dayes, " D 
yer the 'g6dly' may die in their youth "1 Z 
tiretigth, ' and the” Lord in" mercy take F 
thetr-away from the evil to cotne; 1/2. 57. | 
1: Laſtly, they/ may dis alike" in Hae, of. | 
theprelent peace and calm, or tronbleand” 


that Be 


4 | that man is peace.” Balaami's- will Rrongly 
} confirmeth it, Numb, 43. 10, Let' medic 
7 the death of the righteons, and let mylatter. 
4 ard be: like bis} © Atidito add no more quo- 
4 "tations in ſo plaipia' cafe; Panl in'my Texte 
* appropriateth this 'priviledge- to himſelf, 
1 and ſuch as he: was, real Chrifffans, true 
- Saints, and unfeigned believers. 'Þ 4m"in's 
ſtraight betwixt two,” having a deſitt'to fe- 
part, \and to be with'Chrift, and to me t0'tive 
is Chtift; and to dye is gain, "Thertfore 
look- what 'we 'are{living, fuch' we are'dy> 
ing. Death is but chetermof life, and chan- 
gcth not the tate of the perſon, bur thede- 
gree-of * that ſiate.* Grace muſt be-wrought 
| here, but © perfe@ed hereafter im*glory, 
| whichis grace conſummrhatczandifnograc 
here,no' glory hercafter,*for as-the tree'fak 
lth fo it lieth.But if I ſhould drawthe'cur- 
taines that are about theſe dying Saints,and 
conlider how they die that comero'/Chiit 
' by death, I would propoſe 'it 'unto' you 
briefly in two or three exprelltons, for the 
diſcovery of it and your information m.it, 
d according to the* Scripture. The Godly 
5 dicin the faith of Chriff, believing in him 
Y | andall thepromiiſtsof Gol; which 3h'him 
© | are yea and amen, Heb. 11.13: Thefe all 
f | dicdin faith, nothaving; received the'pro> 
> 167187 | miſes, 
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36 + The | Aſcenſton, * 
miſes; they di wy the intereſt of Chrii,a «| 44 
they are Chriſts -in.death, as well as lik; | 14. 
- Rom. 14. 8, Fbetber we live, we live tothe} 
rd, and whether we dye we dye to the Li y Fox 
. r,we live therefore or dye we are'l 
Lords, Yea they dic in union with Chill, | 
Bleſſed: are the dead which dye inthe i, : 
Kev.-14+ 13: This: is that death, and the {i 


_ REIE5 © FRE ARON oat oe i, 2 YO SOR io WA Wn erdes os, 
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death of ſuch as theſe are,is that departy 

whereof Paxl. ſpeaketh in my Textz:4 

how defirable it is, beyond this —- , 

it: (lf, will further appear. by the _ for 

and. ſutable acceptations of the word | {bal 

ef yaavgar, in the original, which we trans | . aj1: 

flate to depart ; +. in which word, a5 an als eyc 
i blaſter box, the Apoſile- hath incloſed pre. MN 
| - ious ſpikenard to annoint the Saints/a- | ' , 


[; | gainſi their funeral; by which we ſhall 
! vngderfang the gainful advantage of d| cath 
lj -to_ the; godly, as; .it looketh back to- this 
! pas life, as the terminus 4.qx0,. or the | 
bounds from which they depart... | fay 
Firſt, 'the word is uſcd to looſen the as hat 

_ bles of, a - ſhip, ſolvere radentes, a metaphor tt 
taken” from mariners, who ſail from, one £ 
HA or Port unto anotherzit importeth a F we 
18 flicring* or Galing from: the ſtate. of this | 
| preſent life, to our heavculy country, Aﬀi- | axe 
| ions in _the Scriptures are compared fo | aq 
GS warlcrs | 


# 


©] toche Saints, over'which'they il through 
HT many 'formes , till they" come "to ſhores 
M1 For thPoupÞ muth tribulation we-miſt - enter 
1 into then Kingdom of "God, Aﬀts" 14. 22. 
1 Marg are: the afflittonsrof the rightevwh, and 
| inthe world yeſholl bave tribulation, faith 
ie} Chris co his Diſciples, Fobx'16. laſt: yd al} 
Wt hat will live godlyutGhrift Feſus;faith Pal, 
3 F | fall ſuffer perſerntion,- 2 Tim:Z12. Bat 
| the deurh:'of the Saints , is-the end of their 
nll ſorrower, -and if wei ſuffer with Chriſt, we 
ud | ſhall beglotified together, -Rom. $.13, Then 
M7 - all::tears ſhall: be: 'wiped from” their 
la- 4 eyes, iand+ ſorrow'atid\ moutning ſhall flee 
6 1 . away: when they ſhall arrive at the and of 
bY 
th 
1s 
he 


] 
0 


2] promiſe, che Cape vigvod hope. Heaven is 
the {Saints: fair ppat-or'y is called thebo- 
Wi fome-of -4brabamy Luk. 16. 23: Which 
»1 Gregory:Nyſſen expoundsto be like'abay;or 
boſomme of} the Seazinto which's godly man, 
 } fayling fromhence, putteth in hisfoul; as 7 
& | haven free from:danger and 'tempeſt-where 
or } it ſhall receive the fulne(s of all good things. 
ns | Secondly;; The word: is'tranflated | re 
A j verti-J1i to: return; Believers are” ſent+ 
S'1 forth-to.:labour [ih- this-- world; and' they” 
| are Chrilts: \facors upon earth,” for the" 
0] advancement: of- his: glory and” kingdom; 
C 


” 
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and 


39 - Fi be. ads 1 dot, 


and the: heaycnly -gain of their ons 
nal happineſs.” They trade for heayen,by 
which- thcix converſations are, {aid to, LE 
in. heaven, P Phil. 3. 20, 3. T0NTWR- 

our City, life, or commerce, or 0xr comithe- 
4t i0u. is it beauen, whence we. look. fat 
Like Lord Feſu #s Chriſt tvcome, They are cis 
tizensof heaven, but they trade from home, 


in a Gr copntrey, as merchants: ſccking the | 


prot of great prices; Mat. 13+ 44+ Which” 


ving, tound ,, they xeturned home richly: | 


laden. with ,the treaſure of the. | 
DY,. 1s the ſouls return to Gad,Ecclſ.y2z. 


ther, Job,1.21.Naked camel oxtof ny mothers. 
wornb, . aud: naked ſhall. I retyrn:: thither.' 
TQU., WR, which: the Greek Scholies'ox!. 
:aghc 797 98r,, anto:God, How: joy” 

ul is the. xeturn of by Saints to their heas' 
venly; home, and their' happy: veſt, after 
their Jaborious travail and reſtleſs pains in\ 


the works of their ſalvation, attended with: | 


all the fruits of holineſs and righteouſneſs, 
_ evidence of their faith and teſtimony* 
of theix.. obedience.: Blefſtd - are: ' the dead" 
which ; dye is he Lord, event fo ſaith theſpis” 
"HAY: they "Wjrem their labonrs, exd.toeit' 


wer 27 


en ſhall the duſt retwrn to the eorib,as. | 
þ/40cmm and the. ſpirit ſhall returuto God | 
why, ob 38. Fob faith, he ſpall. revern abi! | 
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+ the- faithful are heirs of ctertal Prog,” 
y 
p 


Saints at their final retumn vintula, - 


T— inthe flare of Separation. ty 


workes Follow them,” Rev. 14. 13." As the 


|  wayons/ which-Foſepb ſent for his' Fachet - 
. Jatob, and his houſhold, brought them ts 
the land of Goſoer, aud to (the fulplency 


of Feſeph's proviſion 3 ſo dearh' biingel 
the Saints to their joyful reſt, and fo Chal 


| their heavenly Foſeph." Death 7 7 


* Solvantua 


is 'the ' unharneſsing ' of ic 


to: their full peace, and ever- 


| laſting inheritance.* 


-Thirdly,the word is applyed ſumetimes 
tothe lovling of the cords'of a tent. '*' Be- 
teivers 1n this life, and while 


Ae) dwell as - *Soluore fi 
they art in the body, dwell as ons 


intents and tabernacles, in an po bs 

unſcrled and changeable eſtate, 
as pilgrims and ſtrangers, having no conti- 
nuing City, and therefore” often remove 
their terits, like the Patriarchs of old, Heb. 


' 11.9, 10. Where the Apoſttle, {j king of 
d itt 


Abrabem Gaith, that by faith be ſojouraed itt 
the land of promiſe, as in s ſtrange counzey, 
dwelling in tabernacles,' with Ilaac #nd Ja- 
cob, the beirs with bim of the ſame promiſe, 
for be looked for « City which had fonnda-l 
tlont whoſe builder and maker is God, 'Al 


how: mean and contemptible foever 


C 2 cm 


20 


"—_- Soule. deakan,? 


ſeem, in the eyes of the world, as a gaz ng; ; ] 


tock-zunto them, ,among .whom, they {c 


journ, for a time, As they are not of the | 


war fy ſo they have. lictle favour;and r&> 


ſpc& tram: It 5 for therefore the world has | 


teththem, fo; £45: 19.No wonderthercfox: 
: © pcoplc of God have alwayes accounts 


theoilelves {irangers, here, P/al.. 119.19. 
I im 'd"ſtranger 2n the earth, faith Davis, : 
bide#brthby {peed from me, And 


Peter writing to the. Jews, 1 Pet. 2. Ly: 
1 ads ov, {aich he,as pilgrims and ſtrats 

$4, oht ain from fliſhly lujts which warre a: 
woe the Soxl,,,, How welcome then 1s 
that.diff9lution, "that looſencth the cords 


ofxhofe*tents, and pullcth up their taber 
nacles'{for 2 Cor.5..1: Fe know, that if the. 
eartbly_ bouſe of this tabernacle were diſſok | 
ved,..we have e building of God,. an bou/e | 


ot made with hands,cternal in the beavens). 
when. the Sons of God, the. hcires of pr9- 
qu, (hall no more have moveable dwel- 
hrgs, .but abiding, manſions, and. that in 
their Fathcrs. Fa \\ Fobn 14. 2, 3. In 


my Fathers bouſe, ſaith Chriſt 5 his Diſci- 


ples cornforting of them, are Wa, heat 
meny manſions, { goe to prepare @ place far 
Jon, that where T am. there ye may be alſo, 

the word 15 Ald expounded, to he 


delives 


od 


—— 
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it the fate of feparation. I 


delivered f Libebari.] S0'Bezs miketh ic” 
fame 1n Hignification With pur, * Rb: 
7] 24.0" wretched may that” [am "Yo a | 
| deliver 'me from the boty of thi” debt» or 
3 | from this mortal "body: Or as "Divdste 
 paraphraſeth upon chat Text, O*that*tk 
{were but out *6f* this - anita] c and 
terreſtrial life, durins "which fin" 'dbth 
13] dwell tin*me, and chrough it F'2mFyet 
* | under the necefliry of dying 3 and*that I 
"| *were tranſported into" the libexty of (the 
©plory® of (Gods childray in the*hfe=bf | 
 happinie(. St." Pant faw'a law if HF 
members'2warring- again(t chi Jaw offis 
mind,/an4” leadin x bw captive Uiits the 
law of fin -and ath;"in''the- foiegoing 
verſe; ! under* whicht bondage he gfroaned? 
for deliverance3 and for the'obtaining'sfir;" 
looked \upon de ath* asthe only means c6n-" 
-*F duacible. The Saints are-*fubjet ts fin- 
| while they are in he body, becald tyres 
| ceiveth- irs | power 'from'the corru pin” 
nature not { wholly mortifed in this life” 
therefo;e' called the law*in the merbers, ' 
and the deeds of the "body, Rom: 8. 13+ 
Our members that'are upon earth, Col23! 5+! 
And: the- luſts::of the fleſh; Gat S 24 *Bat 
the 'death- of the :Yaints: is 'the death*of? 
theix fins, whereby they«pur offthe whole? 
| G3 body 


22 


bady of. fin... .O happy death,that b 
ald- man of fin-to his. grave, and the now. 
man in.;grace- to. his glory and perfeQion!. 
when the Soul ſhall be no moxe tempted. 


unto: fin, no more troubled. with--fin, | 


but. perfectly freed from all  motiong,” 
luſts, :and inclinations to that which: & 
evil, by departing hence unto Chriſt. . 
i Secondly; What is is to bewith Chriſt 


##to, whom the Saints are brought by thin. I 


departing .bence 'by death? That none-of. 
the-Fathers and. Saints of the Old-Teſtas' 


ment;; were" in. heaven before Chriſts A». 


ſention, i is but a: Popifh fiion-and delufe.. 


on, contrary to- the; plain ſence::-andex> | 


pre3.do&rine of the Scriptures, as may ap+ 
Pear: {to name. nomore) in: thoſe; twares 
matkable inſtances of Enoch. and. Elijah, 


Gen. 5.24. And Enech walked with God, + 


and be was net, for God rwok bim. And of 
Elijeh 2 Kings 2.11, {ud Elijob went up 
2ntq beaven by a whirlwind. But: the queſtis 
on'may be, made/-which I ſhall briefly ans 
ſwer, how theſe Pitriarchs''and Saints 
could be with Chrift, when Chriſt was not 
yet incarnate,neither aſcended into-heaven, 
- .+For the Solution of this queſtion, 1: ſhall 
only .aflert, and briefly: prove, t hat though 
Chriſt Was not in heaven before bis incat» 
- nation 
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fy, 26th i flare ip ip panties. '23 
- natforrin his hurflane” nature, yet He was | 


'there' 'with the Godly departed , and 
they with him in his Divine nature. ''For 


| the Divine nature of Chriii being one-with 
{| - the Godhead of the Father, and the Spi+ 


it; as it was coefſcatial, :o it was coeter- 
nal: 1 the be ginn i "was the ward, aud 
the word 'way eb #4, and the ward. was- 
| God; Fob 1. 1. And when Chriſt Roch. 
earth- he. peaketh of himſelf,” as being” 

the fame' time alfo* in Heaven, which br 


{ be ndetſtood of ' his Divinc nature, Fobx. I; 


18. *No man hath ſeen God at any time; the 
only- beporten Sou, whs is in the boſome' of 


- theFarber; bath declared bim; So alſo ces 


3«13- No man bath of cended up ta Head 
bict "be that came dow fro Heaven, by 
the Sour of ma, which Xi Hedvith.- Fo 


' when, he'was to lexve: he wotld; itt his 


prayer” for himſelf, his Diſciples, and"'all 
belicvers, he thus Seritidiverh his Facher, 
Fobier7, 5. 4nd ww, O Father ,. Cn 
thi WR AF ory ran ſelf, with as 9 
which I 'had with thee he rebt war P: | 
But ir whit manner the Div ine adlIfs of 
Chriſt” did"-put off: its go; T durihg the- 
tirtie*of Nis exinanition -an humiliation. 
upon txrt hi; 1 ſhall, 'nof take upon ific t0.1 * 


quire, witch kefs to \Eltar fo 5 teat'a MyRi 
C 4 ry 


4 .. + The Somle __ 4. 


Ty. wh en being, equal, with God, he took | 
upon him the - form. of a "crvant. has 


vipg. laid by his glory, as, tothe; uſe ofit 
in the myltery, of our ſalvation, as. leatned ' 


Beza natcth *. But being out. of, all gueſts F 


on, that Chit, i 15. now 


NE ad ſum illiug and. | humane + nature, | 


X 1 mw xcturn.to ſh ou-the - 
aa ſervi forms, ea NNE the. 
durante ſie iis eg- :ing_ with. Chriſt, and: 
inanitions ſpatio. © © h2t- it is. to. be; with | 
Beza -in Johan. "7.5; 
verſes..' im at the termings ad 

quem of the Souls moti- 

on in te 1 ſtate of Separation. .......-- 
Firlt,to he- with, Chrili,is to be in the place 
where Chriſt is, or fo: be locally Preſent 
with. Chriſt : And that Chrilt is pery, 
| fonally' 'and locally in.-Heaven, I. will not 
ſecm, to Re your. faith, by being nume-. 
To 0 Scripture quo £1005, AGS A, Jt. 
5; la v yt Ti eps, Te men. 
Jt ae, w 73 E750" #þ $120... 
eaven, ? #þ is Fog a which, #,token «þ 
from - znto I Jo come;in like. 

« 


manner PL ye bavefeey. 


+ Thgt the Heajens ; maſt receive, him whit 
the 


eurem glorit. in Heaven: Ty his. Living: ; 
| (es alutis no © 1 
Me etrorgaden {394 in both glorified, 4 


m goe ep Into, Hea+: 
"a, Cie Peter rglleth 1 the Jews, Afts AR 


Re —_ 


| Stephen awhim in Heaven; when he'was 


1 E ſuffering for him, \ As 7.-56.. Bebold\T: fee 


the Fleavens opened, and. the Sort of 'man 


tls | -ftlanding at the right band:of God,” AnJ.'the 
WW. Apolile Pawblayeth it downas an infallible 
ne'F #ruth to all ;beleivers,” Col: 3/1. Tf; ye be 
2, 4 riſen with Chriſt, ſeekthe things which are 


y q ' gbove,where Chriſt fittetb-atthe right bandof 


God. | Now: Chriſt hath//told us;* that' 
where bei, there we ſhall be alſo, John:14 
2; And. if any man will. ſerve me, let bior 


follaw me, and where 1 am, there ſpall alfo: 


my ſervant: be, John 12.126. Now is it not: 
a delirable, as well as apeculiar priviledge; 


to be. with- Chriſt ? Chriſtian, waſt: thou: | 
- ne're;. affected; in reading thei. Evangelical: 
tory of Chriſt, with-the+ſingular--privi-> 
| ledge which the Diſciples of our. Lord had, 


in their immediate attendance upon him, 
and continuance with him; -to.hear and ſce 
what they ſaw and heard, -and- to be his 


boſom friends and familiar companions?and- 
didſi thou '-not- wiſh in: thy;\ heart, that-it,- . 
mighthavz been thy. happy lot,to havebeen -; 
one of them?How much'morc' comfortable 
and gloxioas will it be, to.be- with him in 
Heaven? The preſence -of Ghritt on earth 
was a joyful preſence tothe Dulciples , for 


while 
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c | ht tim: of the reſtitution! 'of all things, 
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while the Bridegroome was with chi iy 
could not 'mourne, - Mat. 9. E But when 
he told them, that he ſhould 

| them, their hearts were filled with ſor. 
row, It was one of Luthers three wiſhes, 


that he might have/ſeen Chriſt inthe fluſh, 
Paxl preaching, and ' primitive Rome in _ 


its flouriſhing condition. Content thy ſelf 
2' while, thou 'precious ſoul, that loveft 
him; and his appearance 3 thou ſhalt ſhorts 
ly. ſee him wich his Father, and+ thy 'Fa- 
ther, :and- abide\ with him for ever 2+ and 


thou; that haſt'bcen- raviſhed withothe. - 


ſweetne(s and powerful influence of his 
ſpiritual preſence 'in his Ordinances 
wherein thou: haſt had fellowſhip with the 
Lord, thou ſhalt in the end' of thy dayes 
_ drink with him of the wine of th: Kingdom 
of God;prefled fromthe cluſters of che hens 
venly Canzer. - 

Secondly, to be with Chriſt is to be plow 
ried with Chriſt, and to poſſcls the ſame' 


glory, which Chrift hath with the Father. 
Chritt chargeth: Mary, who had'the ho-' 
nour:firſi tofec himvafter his Reſurrection, 


to forbear his bodily preſence, ſaying, towch 


me inet, for 1 amt wot yet aſcended "unto my" 
But goe, and. tell my* 


Farther, John i2v. 19. 
brethren, an# ſay wnto them, I das unto” 
my 


e taken from 
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my Father, aud your Father, end to'my Gad, 
andyour God,” And being aſcended, bes: ſet 
down attbe right hand of the Majeſtie 01 
High, Heb, 1. 3. Or on the right band of 
the throne of the Majeſty it the Heavens,Chap. 
8. i. Now Cbrifts thrane ſball be the Saints 
throne, as he hath promiſed, Rev.3.-21. 
To bim that: overcometh., will I grant #2 fit 
with me. in my throne, even as I alſd over- 
came, and am ſet dorwn with my Fatber ie 
bi throne. Chriſt hath prayed his Father, 
and declared-this as his Will to his Father, 
Jobn 17. 24. Father 1 mill, that #bsſe 
whom thow beſt given me, be with me mhere 
I am, that- tbey may bebold my glory, which 
then haſt given me. And ſhall they only be 
ſpeRators ' af it ? ſhall . not- the: be» 
holding of the glory.of Chriſt in. Heaven 
be as powerful to change the Saints into 
the (ame glory, as fceing his glorious I 
maze 2 2 Cor. 4. 18.'For-we all with apert 
face bebolding, as in glaſs, the-:glory 
of the Lord, are changed into; the ſame 1+ 
mage from glory to glory,even as by the ſparts 
of the Lord; or as it may be rexdred,even as. 
by the Lord the Spirit, for the Lord 
that ſpirit, v.17. And this'is no leſs, then 
what Chriſt hath -afſured us of by his 


own grant,and promiſe unto us, fob. __ 
na . 
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And tbeglory which thou” gaveſt "me, T ban 


- "given them that they may be 'one; a5" we are 


oxe. To fhew you theretore, © what this 


glory of Chriſt is, whercot every bel: fver 
thall be a partaker with him : Ir'is a ſpiri- 
; tual and tull poſſc{sron and enjoymcnt'of 
God himſfclt in-pertect union and iminedi« 


: ate *icommunion with him. + For fo farss. 
-we" can diicern: and'underſtand things, fo - 


far above us and remote from us, in their 
nature and cxcellcncy, and as'they are tes 
vealed unto our: capacity in the/Heaveuly 


.zecords\of Divine+ writ, the glory of | 


Heaven ſcemeth' to'be the highelt: degree 
of ſpirituality. God is preſented unto us: 
20. be @ ſpirit, Fob 4.24. And if we cloth 
the nature of a ſpiric, with the Attributes 


of God;as they are made known unto us by . 


himſelf, ft 15 the chighelt conception we 
caa:have af hiny 'For:God is a'Spirir, or a 
ſpiritual: ſubttancc, moſt Holy, molt Wiſe; 
Ecernal; Isfinite; as that holy-and famous. 
writer:of -ours tHth 'deſcribed;-or defined 
him: ' The Angels are Spirits, or miniltring 
Spirits, Heb. x. 14. The Souls of the 
Saints in Heaven arc Spirits, the Spirits of 
jult men made perfect, Hez,:12. 23; And: 
ifiwemay judge ( as we lay } the body by 

the tout, ex pede Hercu/em, or of the glory: 
0 
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of Heaven, and of the Soul, by the Slows 
of the body, as it..15 already glorified in 


Chritt,and others with him,or as it ſhall be 


 gloriticd after the ReſurredGion, even. the 


body of all beleivers, it will. appear. ftill,, 
that the ſpirituality of the Heavenly ſtate. is 
the glory. .of it. The Apoltle Pax! ſpea- 
king. of, Chriltts coming from. hence to. 
raiſe the body,and to glorificit, ſaith, Phz/ 3. 
21. That ; he fhall change our vile: body, 
and make it like xnto. his glorious bhogy, by 
the power whereby be ##. able to ſubdue gll. 
things unto bimſelf. -$0 that look, what 
manner of body for glory Chrifts, body, 
now 15 in Heaven, ſuch ſhall our bodies bez 
and what the glory:of his. body is, appea= 
rcth by the ſpirituality , of .it after his Re= 
furrccion, 1 Cor, 15..44+.. 1t 4 ſown, na> 
tural body, it is raiſed a ſpiritxal body, 1k. 
not in ſubſtance, yet in. quality. . And. if 
the nature: of grace in: the Sunts..0n. 
earth be ſpiritual, and the fruits of che. 


| ſpirit in them, conlticuting them a ſpiri-» 


tual: people, Gal 6. 1. Whereby: they are 
biefſed with ſpiritual bleflings in heavenly. 
places. or. things 3....it,. will follow.,that. 
the ſtate of glory -mult be..a ſpiritual fiate 
for the, ſoul, in a, higher, degrees, of, 
ſpirituality, glory being grace conſummate; 

EY as 
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as prves is glory inchoate. Now the ſoul 
raiſed unto the glorious degree of perfs 


Qiott abd ſpirituality in the heavenly pre Þ . 


| ſence of Chriſt, by being fill'd wittvthe: 


falneſs of God, and that by comprehens} an: 7 


ding the highth,and Iength,and depch;anÞ 
breadth 'of the' love of God which hete. 


paſſeth knowledge, but is fully made known | # 


m Heaven by the beatifical viſion of God | Fi 
himſelf letting out his love without ma} wi 


ſure into the (oul,whereby ic is ſablima* } 


ted,” and transformed into the likeneſs of: | ſai 
God; r Fob 3.2. For now are we the Sond } lig 


of "God, and it doth not yet appear what | 


we ſhall be © but we know, that when bt | ap 


ſhall appear, we ſhall be like bim, for we | 
ſhall ſee him as hes. We (hill not ſee 
him "only in. his -name, .his word, and. 
works, but in his natare,not his back parts, 
but his: face. ' Now we ſee through aglaſs 
darkely,; but then face to face, wybzuwwear ws | 
eyireay, row we know but in part, but. 
tben | ſpall know as T am known, » Cor, 
T3. 12. This is the bleffed reward of the 
pureitt heart, that they ſhall ſce God, and 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee him. 
"Thirdly, to be with Chriſt, is to be with' 
them' that are with Chriſt, and to have 
fcllowſhip with 'the heaycnly fociety of 
ETY Angels 
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| Angels and Saints in - the © preſence of 


Chritt, Heb. 12 22, 25: Te are "come 


» | #nio Maunt Zion, and '$0/ the City of theli- 
| ving God, the beavenly Hieruſalem, and to 
| an innumerable company of - Angels, and to 
| the: general aſſembly and" Church "of the 


firſt born, ' which are written in heaven;-- 


4 ond. to the ſpirits of juſt mex made perfe@t. 
| Firf?, to be- with - Chriſt, ito have ſocicry: 
| With all the bl.ſſed Angels of God, who' 
FR | 
| faith, lev all the Angels worſhip bim, | The' 
4 fight of Angels on -carth; did ſometimes 
4} ſinike fear mto the hearts of Saints, and an 
| apprehenſion of death into them: as when 
| Gideon ſaw the w_ Fudges 6. 22, When 
e 


worſhip Chiift in heaven," Heb. 2.6. He 


Gideon perceived he was' an Angel: of the 
Lord, Gideon ſaid, Alas, O-'Lord God, for 
becauſe Tþave ſten an Angel of the Lord face 
t#face, therefore be thought be muſt dye:asap=" 


| pearetirby'the foregoing verſes. Ani f Me- 


noab, when the Angel appeazet unto him,6c 
did wondrovuſly, Fxdget 1 3:25: Manoah Jaid 
30 bis wife, we ſhall ſurely Þ e brcanſe webave. 


| ſer Gad, or ai Ange! of God torit is fait 


before, Manoab knew:that he was an Angel 
'of God. But ſome of the Patriarchs ant. 
Saints entertained Angels with joy, as 4-. 
brabam didthe three Angels in the phin'of 


Mans: - 
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Mane, tas: who $642 tit 
vatation, and. did cat before: hum what: he. 4 
had.dreſſed-- and: provided for: them\.Likes 
wiſe.the. two Angels which'came.to Lo in| 
Sodom, Gen.'19.1. He made them. 2 feaſt, | 
and they ſtayed, with bim ell. night. Sum 
that manis, grcatly honourcd of-: God,/unts | 
whom -in-favour.he thus ſendech: his An< 
gels: ;. Which the Authour./to the Hebrews: 
eth uſe of, as.a.motive unto Chriſtians | 
to hoſpitality, Heh: 13. 2. Be. not forgets | 
fac to, entertain ftrangers, for therely ſome| 
bave;entertained Angels unawares, What] 
wilk-chat, honour be. then -to the Saints iu 
heaven, to be.entertained with Angels,and 
to.dwell.with, Angels,and to-have famulias 
rity and fellowſhip. with an; ionumerabls'} 
company of. (gloriqus Angels;,- yea; with! 
| thoſe:Angels, that have been mage minis! 
ſtriag Spirits for their. good! Heb..x; I 4-Ar! 
not. . fhgy, miniſkripg ſpirits, {cnt- forthito; | 
minift er for them, who ſhall. be-heirs of fals: 
vation? with thoſe Angels that xcjoyeed at: 
their converſion, Lake 15.10, £ ſay wito you,; 
Gith Chriſt, that here ic joy.in tbe preſence af\ 
tbe Angels, of Gad over. one ſigner, thatyres! 
teth. Yet this is ,not all, ;bcleivers aſter) 
death ſhallnot only be, and dwell-with the 
Angels in heaven, but. be alſo as; the _ 
oels 
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thi 


|. ve as» Angels; without cheſt can 
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| ſhall neichex marry-nqygive in 
| they ſhall be like the Angels themfel 
| moving up- and. down-as the 


_ of Angels,in Gaging Hel 


| Spirits of juſt-menmade-prked./ 


_— 4 —— % 3 ” —» Þ....- as 
S I CY A - 
= | ” A . | . 
re l —» br he = $ ; i ho 
y INS WES IEA erties CA 6 Ns «& = RN LI & Ws 
. : "y Rh I een: => 


 Ephs. 44; 14: Which he abſo- we 


fil yemyjoy,thas ye" be lilgemtinded, baving 
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Angels of God, Meth, 224/30, They 
comforts, 'and comfortable. zelations, chey 


"S 


Fs, ara 
joyning in confort with the whole. 
obs tohim her 


lieteth Upon. the chgene of cternad: Teo 


jelty. 
 Secondly;they ſhall ik fall tee Wuecany 
tual Ellowſhip Lich glorified Saints, + an 


muniqiy-. with . Saints aw-carth in Cole 
fellowſhip,” whereby beleivers: enjoy. the 
comfort: of the: unity. of the<ſpitit cach 
with" other/in- ſpiritual-adminifrations,'is 
one _of_ their: great -priviledges-inChriftz 
which the/ Apoſtle exhorterh che Epbeſions 
to maintain and ketp ire 3be (bond of penca, 
as a 
motive :to; the believing Mhboppcansy 20 
perſevgae: In. mutual --love and «condordy 
Phil. $#:2; 9.1 If: ern mrs 38 
Chriſt, if any comfort of lope; if any fellowſhip 
of the ſpiritif. any bowel aud- meyoits; ful 


the ſawrilove, being of ' ot accord, of and 006 
mind. | Yoot there is a /groerdefe ins) _- 
D ge. 
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;Cocicry:.of . Chriftians: one! with: anothit | | 
chere-.bclow:, ' belides the - iritermiſſiens | - 
\thereof 3 partly: through difference; in | « 


Judgement; and. opinion, -wheteby: their | th 


aftettions. arc 19 a great: meaſure quenched | 


iand withdrawn cach fromiother;and partly | bei 


—_ Hh corruption of nature, and.occafios | « 
0d 3 


andgraces. However let net theſe accidental | 


nces, depriving themiof the mutual | wi 
bericfit .and.adyantage of.cach. others gifts} Go, 


inconveniciices- and obltrudtions | beget'in | bach 


(Fou low and mean thoughts ::of: this holy | 
-cllowſhips. but. remember how your heats | he 
have. been warmed;; your affeQions quicks | 1 
ned, your reſolutions by che preencel t 


hands ; firengthened, : by; the preſence;,and 
&loſc and ſpiritual communion; ye havechad 


evighithc pcople of God in themyfteriesol} + 


Chriftz "that ; your-cſtecm. may. be prefers 


ed, and your -love- ſo far inercaſed, as:to} Chri 


abcund marc. and more: to:/the: precious | 


Sons of iSiex;;.and: coheirs with you ofthe} thi 


everlaſting inheritance: Conſidering; that 
ye (hall ſhortly live together with Chil] 
when-ye: ſhall. enjoy the ſociety. of: all the 6 
faithful that: are with him, thoſe whom yel | 
| o_ 'never _— but: have\loved: ins thief 
tritz ypon:.the reports of their gracesilf 
atriarchs and Prophets, and thei 


cloud | 


with: the P 


*01 
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tloud of witneſſes'gone before you, andal 
that ſhall belezve'in Chriſt:tothe end of the 
world; and what a' joyful: naeeting will 
there be of the children of God, when-they 
ſhall dwell togetherin their Fathers houſe, 
being made- perfectly one, 'as' God and 


| Chriſt atrc- one! What 2 ſolemn afſembly 
- will there: be in heaven, in the-preſence'of 


God himfelt,*when the whole Church of 


| the firſt-born':(hall keep/a- perpetual Sab- 
hath, - and 'God' ſhall bevall in all.-And 
| how magyiiticent- and glorious: will be'the 


heavenly-' Feſtivals of the righteous, 'in ce 


| Tebratingithe marriage of the Lamb, when 
' they ſhall all- come together, and+fit down 
| with Abraban; and !ſa3c,and Faceb,in the 


Kingdom of- God. 143F4 12458 ad 
© Fourthly and 'Haſtly, To be with Chriſt, 
is to have eternal life : with ' Chriſt; 'for 


| Chriſt giveth his- ſheep eternal life, | and 
| they ſhall never'periſh; Fobn 10. 28.: Aud 


this is bis promiſe, which bc. hath promiſed 
#7, even eternal life, x John 2. '25. There. 
fore, aith-Piil;we know, that if oxr earthly 
houſe! of this tabernacle were  diſſrlved, we 
bave a building of God, an. bonſe.not made 
with bands,eternst inthe bequens,'2 Cor.'5. 
F.: This 'is\'no other then* the © Fathers. 
houſe, which.is built-upon'eternal founds- 
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tions, an  evertaſting-rock, the 19ck of | 


ages 3 :the-eternal -Godhead, ang the ylly 
changeabler:eſſenge of God hunſclf is the 
ſupport. of it. There is nothing. properly 


etcxnal, but the divine natyre 3 for as time | 


is:the meaſure of motion, and the continuy 
ance of ſuccefiive andchangeable creatures, 
'£. cteraity. is / the inumenſurable ; du» 
"xation. of the immutable «eſſ;nce. of God 


who: ny wa re everlaſting to-everlaſting, | 


withaut ſhadow. of turning, ox. the leati 
-variation.in being$0 that the Saints fhall 
xeccive,/:and- enjoy thein eterval like and 
happineſs with Chriſt, by the eternity. of 
;Gad: himiſelf, who. is: the only txue God, 


and eternal lifa,1 Febn.5.20..45 their lifoy | 


hid with Chrift in God, Col> 3«.3+ $0. ith 
cammuxicated wytg then | throwgh Chniſt, 


. wha laued by the Bather, aud now liveth with] 
ithe Father; andtban for evermere,Rev.1.u$} 


Fam hethas liveth, and was dead, and. behals 


Dam, aliue for.evermore ; And becauſe] link 


yeftal lzue alſo, John 14-'19+: Nay, bear 


ved, this cternal life is beguw'.already-in| 


your hearts, by.the: ſpirit: ef -God in you, 
aaa'welt of water ſpringing up:to eternal 
hifes, Zolan, 43.4.1 By« the. hyorrledge of thi 
u*xe Gbd; :and; Feſus: Chriſk, which i5- life & 
ears; John 17,3, And by. faith in Chriſh 
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John 6. 47 He that beltiverh-v)i tht birth 
everlaſting life: But y our Full pdffeflivh 
thereof thall be after the Uifldtution of the 
tabernacles of your mortal budits, WHEh 


_ ye ſhall never (ſuffer z change more;fo as to 


ſee any  weakneſs,or.the leaſt meHnatiotd th 
cotruptioh 3 Then mirtality ſhall be ſhale 
lowed up of life; 2 Cot. 54" As the drop 


| is ſwallowed up in the 6ecan, ahd the ſmall 
| duſt in the huge mountzine, (6 thUYll the 


| ſhort moment of this preſent life be forpot +» 


COPE WEIS 


| tefi, when the brighe morning 6f efertial 


joy ſhall break upon yout ſbuls, ad 
the righteous (ſhall ſhine 45 rhe Sir it the 


Ringdvni of the Farher; This is” that 


life atid imihorezlity, which 45 brought t& 
light through the Goſpel, 2 Ti, 1. 16: 
Whierfore gitd up the Toys of your mind, 


be ſober 4nd hope to the end; fok'the grace 


tliat is-to' b&- brought vitro you! at The Fe- 


 velation of Jeſus Chtilt, urits Whortt ye #f8 


haftetting; waiting fot the day of your de 
parting acnce; that ye itidy be Wick Chtift,. 


- Which is fax better. 


- Thitdly; How doth the death bf the $2lits 
biinghbembrrmed i3tly t6 Ghrift # theif dtp 4y< 
Iu? > 21 what manner trtÞ tbeſout depart? 

» The ApeRE joyticth his departing attd 


7 being with Chnft cogethict by a fitiall-opi-- 


D 3 latve 
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ative particle, as if the ſoul were as ſoo" 
with Chriſt after diſſolution, as- . we cal 
Jpeak (o ſhoxt'a word, even-in the next mo- 
"ment : which /is the third, general head 
to be handled. -In the explaining. whereof, 
}-ſhall take it for granted, that the ſoul is 
mmmortal, and dycth not with the body, 
but immediately. appearcth before God, 
according to the apprehenlion of St, Paul 
in my text,who therefore defarced to depart, 
that he might be with Chriſt. For werc net 
the foul immortal, and that,in Pals perfe& 
judgement, it had been far beter for him 


to have lived then dyed; for to himto}- 


live was Chriſt,but in cafe he had dyed, he 


could not have been with Chriſt,according | 


to his defire, had not his foul ſurvived his 
body; Therefore ſubſcribing to the judge» 
ment of ſo great an Apoſtle, I ſhall wave 
the needleſs controverſze, and. proceed to 
the explication.-of this laſt -queſiion- in 
hand; the* truth 'and manner whereof will 


ar in theſe following demonſirationsf : 


a 
' TT. Demonſt, «Firſt, the Souls of the 
Saints are ſpiritually. and inſeparably uni- 
ted unto Chyift...He+that/1 joyned to ht 
Lord, 35 one ſſprit,. 1 Gor. 6:27. The 
ſpirit of Chriſt dwellethiin bfleivers; and 
 -8hough the body be dead; of mortall, we 

Ob yl "4-7. Wing £5 » . CAC 
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- God in Chriſt Feſlus ? Rom,'$. 
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cauſe of \ſin,yet the ſpirit is life, becaife;sf 
righreouſnels, ! Rom. 8.:10,/11:; The'fpirit - 
of Chriſt in {the ſoul is'a principle of eters 
nal- life, by conjun@tion of'the foul with 
Chrift, whereby we are quickned/together 
with him , through which'both our ſpiri- 
tual and eternal life is ſecured; the union 
of the ſoul with Chriſt being iriviolable. 
Therfore our- life is' faid to: be hi with: 
Ebriſt in God, Col.3.3; and 'is 1-107 b 
out of all danger otcver being *Ccun - Chrifts: 
ſeparated;for who or what ſhall '' © in:Beo ef: 
ſeparate 'ws from the ' love of | = *.Caly. 
latter ' end; I am perſwadedgſaith Paul; ner- 
ther life, nor death, &c.'' As the hypoſtarieal: 
union of the Godhead; and humanity: oÞ 
Chri,could not- be ſeparated by his death; 
ſo neither the myRical'and/{piritual : union: 
between:Chriſt and the ſoul, bythe death of' 
the Saints : For he'is the! headiof his body 


the Church, whereof every truc belicvet is 
_ a living member; unto- whom they are fo 


really, ſpiritually j and immediately -uni-' 
ted , that - no: ate, 'condition;y or power 
whatſoever 'can' fever or  diſ-joyn: them. 
And rhough' every / unfruitful- + branch * 
may - and ſhall -be 'raken - away, ' and - 
cut off from -Cfirift the i true. vine, by final * 
FPS 4. D 4 apo- 
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Apoliake, EcclefraGical cenſure, Or the Ju» 
dicial ſcntence that ſhall paſs uponevery 
hypocrite, when;God thall requirc,and take 
away his ſoul > every true and living 
branch ſhall. abide in him for ever, through 
the skill and-.care of- the Father,the great | 
husbandrnan,z; And if we conlider the re+ 
lation, - which, Cari. fandeth in to all the 
Saints,of a husband to his ſpouſe, contraRts 
ed together by an everlalting covenant, be- 
trothed in loving” kindneſs and faithful- 
nels, xnd joyned\tagether | by the eternal 
ſpirit of grace, through which they enjoy: 
the ſweet embraces and mutual exprefGions: | 
of theix iconjugal. union and”. affections;// 
haw can it be unagined, that-the Spouſe of 
Chriſt, or any particular Chriſtians, ſhould | 
by their diſſolution. be deprived of fo neats" 
a: relation. and firm, union; for the ſoul be»1 | 
19g2-ſpirit,and uncapable. of ſuffering the. 


lcaftalteration. in its eſſence, by. the death: | ps 


of the body, from which .it:is only ſepara»: 
ted as- the life thereof. , it muſt of necdllity : 
rIclaine , and fil) | poſlcls/ its fpiricual: | 
beauty, and all ſupernatural,  :and 


heavenly  priviledges in. and, with] y 


Chiidt; whexeol it is far more . capable, | 

and-that mere fully andperfey, to reccive,.: 

being Kpagate, then- tt SETS 7174 | 
We 4 . Dee 


| and breyity 4 can, for the making 
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TI: Demonſtx../ Secondly, ther ſouls of be- . 
levers are by a natural. force and necflicy 
detained from their deſixed: prefence with 
Chriſt, while they are prefer in the body '; 
and thus the death © che Sor dringeth 


| them co Chriſt, dy reltating'ttheir ſouls 
| from the: tycs and bonds of an' abſer- 


ted cſtate. Therefore are we ulwayes tonfie 
dent, ſaith the Apoſtle, krwing, that 
wbilft we are at bome an the body, we ave ab- 
ſent from the Lord; we are confident; I ſay, 
end willing, rather to be abſent ftom the body, 


] and:preſens with the Lord, 2 Cor. $-6, 
| 8. The body is the Saints natural home, 


wherein, by a natural neceflity , they are 


| kept abſeur from Chriftzand :yet a forced 
abſence, 1n regard vf- their defires! tro | be. 
4 with him, and to change their © bodily 
| home for aneternal houſe. ': The Philoſo« 


phers- called 'the body-anime' rarcerens Ef 


| piſtrinum, the prifon'/and gaotof theſoul z 


if (o, how welcome ſhould death be tothe 


; } righteous, that (cerethy this ipriſoner Free, 
'þ andealaegeth rhe fouls: confinement! 'Bue 
| how the Jout;being ſer at liberty and-deh- 
| vered from the natural bond and relation 
| tothe body,15 immediatcly. prefent with 


ChriR, I ſhall cxplain with what clearnefs: 


goo 


--:Firſt, the ſoul: and body in the Godly, 
as in all other men;are joyned:; together by 
_ the God of nature, in the creatiou of them, 
as: ef{ential parts: of one perſon 3 the hus 
mane nature conſiſting of body -and foul, 
which God himſclf breathed into the hu: 
mane -and. organical: body ,: and whereby 
man became a living ſoul, Gen.:2.7. Itis 
alſo a received maxiune in naturalicience, 
that, in the prepagation of: the. humane 


nature,the ſoul of man is 1mmediately cre« | 


ated,and that 'not out ofthe body, but in 
the. body, into which it is infuled in the 
very cxeation:of it z. and {a one: man is 
faid to beget [another , not that he doth 
generate the ſoul, but the body; and the 
' union/ of bothz. God concurring . as: the 
hrſtaud univerſal cauſe, with-the feconda» 
ry and particular :cauſcs, in -their- natural 
aQs and motions. - Which union of the, 
ſoul and body being natural, as of twoc-. 
ſential parts of the whole, though the ſoul. 


being'a ſpirit hath aſubliſtence,being ſepas: | 
rate from the body by! diffolution, - yet 1t: | 


is :/but a ſeparate. part, and remaineth asa. 


part. during :the tine and: continuance of: } 


1ts- ſeparation. having a natural;inclinati-) 
on-to be re-united tq its own body, withs/ 
| out 
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good: of- 'this , ſecond 'Demonſiration; | | 


OO" 


— 
. 


CO_- 
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| out which it cannot. be perfeRly happy, 


though in heaven it ſclf,in all degrees 3 .for 
not withſtanding thefulneſs of the, gloxy of 


God. un heayen, whereof it 15 partakergn 
the preſence of Chrili, yet being but a part, 


1t wants the natural pertcCtion of ,its xc+ 


lation, . and recfiveth its. happine(s.,and 
olory but according to, the meaſure ofa. 
part , waiting for the redemption of its 
body. . Whence we may conclude , 
that the natural. tate and condition of 


" 'the. ſoul of every man is to be mn. the 


body, and there it is in its proper habita- 
tion, as the Apoſtle faith, we are at home 
in. the body, 2 Cor. 5. 6, So. that how 
fixange ſocver the defire of a gracious 
foul may be , to be with Chriſt, and to be 
abſent from the body. by departing hences. 
yetit is naturally and neceſlarily detained, 
till the death of the body leave it free,as in/ 
2 be-widdowed cltate, to remove to Chriſt 
its wellbeloved , and. to the Father of ſpi- 
rits, for a. time to. viſit thoſe manſions, 
wherein it ſhall abide for ever inthe ful- 
nels of glory, wich the aſſumed body made 


- more ſuitable and ſpiritual for.it at the re-.. 


ſurre&ion. _ It appeareth alſo from hen ce, - 
that-it is no leſs then wilful murther, and . 
conſequently a breach of a great command, 
m | A VEG OT 4 
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 voluftarily t0- (endeavour ot haftth 


the - diſfolution of theſe two «utiited 
parts. of bvoily and faulz natute and 

ace commanding and cotnitienditig thy 
_ uſt of all lawfal tneancs,and that by phy- 
fick, 4s well as food, and other natutal 
helpes, to preſerve this preſent life; Until 
God,in the courſe of providenet,ſhall thiake 
a {cparation. | 

Secondly, Believers while they arcit 
the body are abſent from the Lord Chriſt; 
both in reſpect of Incal difiance, and allo of 
the ttature and mannct of their commuthii« 
oft with him. For Chriſt-is ti heaven and 


they upon Earth, and their cortiniuidioti | 


with hit now, 'though it be ſpiticaal and 
joyfal, yer it is weak'and darke in compre 
riſ6n of an immediate prefehices For we 
walk by faith, not by figtit, 2 Co#: 5. 54 
Which faich being the ſubſtance of things 
| hoped fot, and the evidence of thitiys 
x6t feef , begetteth in the heart « ſexvent 


love, and au unſpetkdble joy in art'abſthit' |. $ 


attd unſeen Saviour, x Per. x; $. hon bis 


joy #hſpeahable, and fill of glory.  Nevets 
rheles the cormmitnion the Saints heave 
with Chrift,chroagh faith ard hope in him, 


15 


vins not ſeen ye love, in Whom, thowgh nin |, 
fe him not , ytt believitte, ye #6joyce with. 
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isbut weak and dark herein comperiſpn of 
what- ſhall be in heaven, when- they: ſhall 
be with him and theſe graces appropria» 
to this. preicnt life and Gate, ſhall- ceaſe 


through immediate viſion and fruition, 


whereby their love ſhall be pexſec in the 
preſcuce of its objec, Far faith apprebens+ 
deth, Chriſt þy, ſpiritual knowledge, which 
is the. fight in the eye of faith; and- the 
highefi degree of knowledge the foul is 
capable of hexe1n heavenly things ” 15 but 
obſcure to what it ſhall be hereakter; What 
we. {ce through many. mediums, is but 
daxkely (cen3and though mediums. may be 
hclptul to natuyal fightin cals of weaknels 


' ofthe gan, ax diſiapee of the abject; yet 


ſuch a faght falls ſhort of a Rxong aud clean 
iaſpecion of ſomethipg:;near-3t band, and 
at adys- diſtance. - Thus: it 1s. in regard 
of the-{onls. apprebenfign and knowledge 


vf-ſpizitual things, which being at 8: great 


diliange; avd fax xemate | in their nature 


and perfection,we lookat them.as through 


+ glaks, and.that darkely,. i Corr.33- 324 


|- For m6; knew in pert, aud we: propheſia im 
Mort and: u0w ſee rbraugh « glaſs: derkely, 


a then face t0: face. We. fee the 
things. of God and of heaven, through 
the . glaſs of the Word and Sacraments, 


and 
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and theglaſsof the workes of Providence, L 


in which glaſſes we: may be ſaid* ro ſ& 
theſe things- alſo,-as by reflexion of their 
image; according to that other expreſſion 
of Paiil, 2 Cor. 3.18. For, we all with opex 
face, 'bebolding as in'a glaſs the glory uf the 
Lord, are changed into the ſame Image: this 
alſo is darke in reſpe& of' che tght ofthe 
naked face,'or ſubſtantial glory of Chriſt, 
in 4 direc line, and without refiexion; 
- for though it be with open face; the vail of 
natural'-ignorance and blindneſs ' being 
taken'away, yet' it''is not face to face 'in 
the! appearance of 'Chrift nakedly and ims 


mediately unto- us. '- But what this dark. | 


neGof knowledge is in'this life, I ſhall ma 
few words-more -explain. 
of: heaven, and of God; and Chrift,are re- 
vealed: uritous in the Scriptures;according 
to'our <capacity ' ef: underſtanding them; 
andthe Lord condeſcending to'the nature 
of man, ſpeaketh unt& us atter the mannet 
of man. - Now 'the "nature and-kitid 'of 


Mu 


knowledge, which is proper unto us, is not | 


Lats 


intuitive ,\ but 'diſcarfive 3 the+ rational 
ſoul uſing" the organs © and: ſenſes of : the 
body y-for the attaining of its knowledge 
and underſtanding : So that we know all 
things: in- a ſenlible manner, according,” » 
2h enc 


The- myfteries | 
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| the firſt ſpecies and imprefſions'made'in the 
| underſtanding »- Which it recciveth- front 
the ſenſes, and from thence the underftan- 
ding, by diſcourſe, and reaſon, forreth' 
the notions of ſpiritual and inſctfible ec; 
ings, \ And hence it is, that in moſt things 
that imcurre: not \imwediately into theſen< 


{s;our knowledge is fo darke and dubious, 


that in natural ſcience we agree not; but 
diſpute principles themſelves. In like 
manner, God revealeth ſpiritual and-invi- 
livle things,and the great 'myſterics of the: 
Golpel unto us; wherein he ' ſpeaketh our 
language;/and preſcnteth' heavenly things 
unto us in: 'earthly*formes': '/as when he 
revealeth | and -deſcribeth himſelf, it is as 


| having the members 'of* our: bodies'an# 


the «paſſions of - our minds,” which' we 
are [fo * uaiderſtand fipurarively;; and not 
literally , leaſt we © become guilty \ of 
blaſphemous - thoughts, and 'carnal appre- 
henſions: of ,'God, [And thus when our 


Saviour inſtructed Nicodemws inthe myfte-' 
| ty of grace,. and converfion"to God, 'he 


relleth himzhe muſt.be born-abain; Fob» $7 
5: \Nicodemus -underfiood him at farſt litg-" 
rally,'and-rather: wondred'then believed 3" 
wherefore Chriſt-seproveth him, verſe 13; 

; - bave told you earthly —RR__—_ 


lieve 
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dive 49t; bew ſualh:ye believe, if I tell you | ti 
heavewly things. Not that regeneration is | #9 
an.carthly thing;though it mui be! a (fate | #*% 
-ypon- earth, av d wrought while we ate | # 


here «  byc Chriſts meaning is , if I have 
ſpoken to yau of theſe heavenly and. ſp 
ritual things in an earthly manner and 


ſenſitive way, by. parables and fimilitudes, | 


and yet ye underſtand me not, fo: as tobe 


leive > how ſball ye beleive, if I ſpeak ina | 


ſpiritual and heavenly. Dialet and Lam 
guage? Now if we uaderſtand heavenly 


things only, as they are revealed (for they | 


are; therefore 1o reycalced,. that we might 
undesftand them } what dark-and law, 
what ſhout and weak :apprebenſions have 


we of them #, Thercfare a gracious ſoul | 


defireth.ta be abſent rather from- the body 
aud preſent with Qhriſt,' that: it might 


fully know and uaderfhand the hidded | n 


ings. of eternity, and. hear fuch werds, 
with Faxl in the third heaven, which ar 
unatterable, and therefore could nat tell 
whither he was.in .the. body, ox out of 
the. bady, 2 Gra! 22.2, 3y 4+ | 
a. Man 3 GChrifh above fourteen years agot, 
whether in the hody- I canuot tall,:or mhenbur 
014, off the bady, I cant tell, Ged knows 
eth;. Such 6 mun, one caught up to thi 


- 
SA 
&. 
"9 
£$ 
ind 


third | © 
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" third heaven; ' and I knew ſiuth'a man (wives - 
is | ther int the body, or out of the: bbdy,I cannot 
tell, God knoweth ) how that 'bewat canghs 
e | up. 3140 Paradiſe, 'and: beard'\unſpeakedle 
words, which is is not lawful for: 24 manx'to 
tier, Hence it appeareth,-thar-. there 
is an incapacity in-humane- nature, in the 
| preſent ſiate: thereof, ta apprehend/and ex» 
preſs the glory of heaven the preſence of 
Chriſt ; and: therefore ictiis probable Pawd 
was eut of thebody duriog this revelation 
unto him, for: he repeateth\thoſe worls 
twice, whetherciathe body, ve 'Gut- of the 
body, I. cannot. tell. 'Bur':which- of the 
two it was at- that time,it matrereth notfo 
rg hg a. he-is'{o (cheat init Tank. 
_ that for the attaining of ſach #cohdition, 
he: abſolutely: OO th his-4cfixe to-de- 
part and to be with Chriſt; which! Chii> 
| Rians conclude with him-to/be far: betrar. 
Thirdly, the- fouls and: fpirits-of' the 
Saints looſcd-and: ſeparated from'ithe body, 
are ſwift and inftantaneous 4+ their motion 
to:their oppoveed: and deſired? place of 
| bliſs -and_ happineſs.  For' the"motion-of 
" Spirits, they'-being! without \marteriat and 
eN—s REN befiicceflive, and 
fomealured by time, and therefore it is in 
an inſtant; Avthemationsof Angels from 
Noa. - A heaven 


vie (peak. Allo to..cvcry ordinary capacity, 
2and to. the, tnlearncd,; as well as learned 


2:n Gich-natusal;principles, I ſhall illufrate | 
-bis.itruthy dy: $cripture inſtances and Gimp. | 
iditudes:; : The Angel Gabricl was canſedy | 
fe ſariftlyapuro;Danicl;wbenibe wasſpests | 
nb#gpi 58:-prigyery Dan. 95214: Where: the | 


enoGon Jet; aniAngel is tet forth by the no- 
stion-olthe fowles-of the air, that ye and 


2Moys ci5edding fwiltly.; And becauſe ſuch | 


amonats:of: ſpirits axe: not ; diſceruableby 
.&vE,butqre only.tobecbnecived! by,ghe 
.@ind14ox. the: wy of::ſuch a:coneeption, 
"J>(halb propoſe! the. .niotion;'of dody and 
- fail} thedth4y; ju! ſome, that. did vitiblyg 

.gendjngoihgguenAs'thatob Eljeb. whoa 
-cendedayhaita heaven inthe fight of Eliſa, 
.Ki214,12. Anditcametopaſs, en thy 


ipeareds cbariptiof fire,andhasſes of fire;aud 
parted than hoth aſunders ang, Elijah artht | 
ha [aw ity amd be Ni wy Eaoþer, my £45 
#bex, vibe aberet :of.:, I{rack, ##4- the! horſes 


"4 a E 4 
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#0 thereeh, igud befew-liina/n10 mare; We 


mult 
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. heaventa eatthy and from-caxth to heaven, | 
24axcwp anjnſtant,;ſo.the motion. of the ſoul | * 
: Fram thenatural body to. the preſence: of | * 
»\Ghriſt'icheaven, i5-alſoin an inſtant, But | 


ot weng n-ayditalked; that beboldabert ops | 


1 a in the ſtate of ſeparation, «41 
| muſt 6onceive here,'that-E/zjab was itt;:an 
| [transformed: putvof; the; natural ,qualicies 


 Hwiltne(s. of his motion;4n aſcending//ag 
- peareth in; this Scripture, mm thet is i566 


inſtant, or in (the; twinckling of, aricye, 


of. his carchly. body; and:changed gnrg fpl- 
ritual 3 in which. . condition he wasi dud- 
denly. carried up. into;heaven, © Andi: 


pared to.the; motion. gf. rey therxeappeagetl 


a chariot: of firc, and; horſes of faxez Now 
| ery motions , os; the! motions of fire, .axc 


excceding ſwiſt z as. the motion.o&:;light, 
or of lightnings  ftom;.Baſt ro, Welt,;ina 


. moment... Heis ſaid -Jikewiſe .to-g@up.10 


heaven;.by.a: whith-wind. The wind is6x- 
cceding: (wit, as. well ;as. fixong) an its 
motion 5-1:therefore God | is fig ito; flye 
bpon:the wings of the': wind, 'Pſal. 5,9. 


And. of  all- winds:;-none ſo (wil ALOE 


whizlwind:: Neicher is:itto beneglefied, 
that Elijeh cryed atter him,my Father, my 
Father, as if he were preſently taken-qut-of 


| bis: fight, : The like:inſtance we haveof 


our-Saviqur; whew he: aſcended. up-{intq 
heaven; in.;the :view :and: preſence: of! my 
Diſciples;.: 4#s 1 gs H#Þile _ they. hehels, 
ht wat -take up, andia; cloud received rim 
out of. their, fight; Ini both thete inflavees 
weicannor: but magine , that both ns 
2 _ 
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$f themotion- 6f-a- ſpifitual or''glorifed 
-bbdy:be {fo ſwift} how much -more the 
-Hidtidn of a ſeparate ſoul, which is a pure 
»Spitit#- Finally, we: may in ſome degree 


-"SppH#heii4 the'' motion of the foul in its ef. 


-ſenecby: the- motion of its faculties : and 


ihow-:foon the foul can be in heavenand 


with God' and Chrift in its thoughts, we 
"ay judge by theſpiritual and ſudden eja+ 
<tulations' of the heart, whereby heavenly 
*Chriftians are ofetn'and ſecretly aſcending 


and'deEriding between heaven and earth, | 


-ind God- and their worldly imployments. 


2/1 Daſly,/ Chriſt /inheayen' is'-the. center | 
=f: alt! ſancified and gracious ſouls, unto 


Whole - preſerice "they 'tend-iwv their ſe 


perate motion. 'Though' the Divine nas. 
£ire,"'0r'' Godhead! be' the center of all. 


thinzs; as the cauſe 20d fountaine-—of all 


beitgs%3. yet becauſe] the” glory of .G od'is 
not" every  where'aliks manifeſted,” but | 


in 'ihwven, 'where'! Chriſt is'perfonally 
preſent; even 4t-the 'vight hand of God, 


= 


therefore the termi and center ofthe fouls | 


morion-*aftcr - ſeparation is 'immediately 
une&-fith.'/ As Chriſt is the immediate ob- 
jet and teria of .our'fpiritual approaches 
IT ;, © A unto 


— bk. R 


'andElyjab were quickly, or in a moment, 
-atXhecnd of their heavenly journey. And | 


_— 
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| unto the throne ofGrace;tyy whom wehavE 


zcce(s unto the Father, and'that by ai new 
and living way confervated through'the) 
vail of his fleſh: So the humanity of Chriſt 
being finite, upon which''our thoughts are! 
firft placed, doth :more: cafily ſtay and\fne 


| the. ſoul; then the mfinite-efſence: of the 


Divine nature, 'which'-bemg incomprchens: 
ible doth rather! (wallow.up - and overs: 
whelm'our weak faculties. i; Therefore: Ber 
#ard opening'that' Text of Solomon, Prov:” 


25. 27. according to' the Hebrew; 'ifrom? 
| which. our | tranſlation: t6o muchyarieth;> 
| cxhorteth Chriſtians notto# gaze too:long? 


upon: the Divine Majcfiie, leaft they be'ot 
vercome of the glory as to cat "much> 
honey is clogging to the 'Riomack. And a$+ 
the © Saints | betore: 'Chriſt's incarnation! 


| prayed : towards the: temple, the type of: 


Chriſt, 'where. the preſence 'of God viſi=>. 
bly manifeſted did in ſome. meaſure'cons+ 


17aQ. and limitthe omnipreſence of God! 


to their :hearts and apprehenſions inwors + - 
ſhipping -of him . In! like -manner Chriſt: 
in heaven is the fixed: period, texm and: 


| center-of the Souls motion and' approacks/ 


to its glorious and heavenly fate; through - 

whom and” with whom:we 'are glorified”: 

together, as : cohejrs'of -God with ;;him.” 
| E 3 Therc- 


$4 -» The' 80ule Aſcenſion © 


Therefore Pan! deſired to depart, and'to 
be with: Chriſt that: is,' to depart wunto. | 


Chriſty as the terminzxt ad quem, or center 
of his ſoul in departing. - As: Stephex when 


he was ſtoned: called' upon God, faying, 
Eord: Feſus receive. my- ſpirit, AQs 7. 59;; 
As the ſtone moveth naturally down-ward)' 


tothe carth, ſo a/gracious ſoul moveth ups 


ward:to Chrift:,- who's the center of the 


Saints, as he. is the: head'of the body, the 


corner ſtone of the building, 'the rock of 
their :ſtrength; the fountain of all tulneſg, 


ant :their” everlaſting reſt! and; peace. But 
tp conclude this ſecond Demonitration. As 


-natural things //tend'toi their- center; by'4' | 
diredr:motion,; {othe fouls ofall believers, 
are directed in their motions to Chriſt at* | 
diſfolations by: the Mimftery of: Angels; | 0 
a$in the Parable of Lezaras, : Lake 16.42," | 
Antl it came: ta paſs, that the 'heggar dyed, 


and.evas carried by ithe Angels '1t0- Abras 
hinfs hboſome, Whether the foul be car» 


ried:by Angels; -only by. conduQing it in' | 
its motion; as we are ſaid to'carry a friend 
to an unknown place;/by! direQing in the: 


way:or whether by afliftance in the motion, 
and defence, they being mighty in:power , 


it 5not much- material-to determine, fince 


the-ſoul moving according to: the wm 
S_— J 0 


| but che: rongeſt eficacy3; witneſs the 
| perſons naturally xelated: arc: tyed tocacks 


, Indiiefbateof ſeparation. 3y 
of-1ts Angelical- guides. and companjoniy 


| 45411 an inttant brought; Nagel _y don 
| bred end and reſt, 250 


1M. Demonſt. Thirdly, All the Saints 
and in ncar and unchangeable-rclations 
unto Chriſt, . through. regenerationand 
ſpiritual adoption unto Gods\the tulb comd 


fort and. priviledge whereof they cannot 


enjoy, while they are prefentiui the bodvic 
Fo-.that thowigh death parteth. the'hcareſs 
friends, and dearct relations om-carth;yed 
it bringeth heavenly add-{piritual relations 
together,;:.The totce- of relation; a3vtrp 
frong, relations being. of the dents entidpin 


long affect ionsand cords of love,wherchys 


Other. - : What bowels: have iPareants tas; 


wards their Children, and\Children - agait: 


unto them ?: What indeared affections'ber: 
tween: loving yoke-tcllowes 2 (And; how! 
firopg is :the bond: of bretherly. love#: 


- All which long; afger arid endeavourthes 
| mutual preſence cach of other. Such are 


the relations,: and nmiuch / more! powerful;3 
between Chriſt aud every beltiver: . Not! 
only: God himfelt, but Chriftis:their Fas: 
ther, and'they his children; Iſa. g 6. Hiss 
Nome ſhall be called theeverlajting Fotherg> 

E 4 the 
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the Prince 'of peace, He is' their Husband, 1 
and they his /Spouſe';:2 Cor. 11. 2.1 have | by 


eſpouſed you to one bucband, that [ might 


i their Brother, and they bis. Brethren, unto 


whom they are conformed, Rom. $. 29. That | 
be 'might: be tbefirſt-born among many bre« 
threxs, - Many other relations are mentio- | 


ned-in the Scriptures between them ; he is 
their- King, and: they his Subje&s; their 


Captain, :and- they his Souldicrs 3 their | 
Friend, and they his Favourites, their Lord | - 


and Maſter; and they- his Servants; and 
their Shepherd, and they his'Flock. | And 


what engagements and -affeGions ſoever | 
there arc-iniany orall theſe relations in | 
the: Bond of: nature, there: js much more | 


- in'Chrift and the Saints, through the God 
of Grace, andthe powerful: efhcacy' of the 
Spirit of Chriſt that dwelleth in them, 


Bue- yet being abſent from each other, | 


while beleivers are 'preſent in the body, 
they defire' to 'depart, that: they may be 


with him. . And: what a joyful greeting | 


there is ig heaven at'the mecting of them, 


let the Angels of : heaven declare, whoare| 


eye witnefles - thereof. Welcome then 
that day and. hour, when the, meſſenger of 


death ſhalj __ and bring the: children 'to-] 


theit 


Preſent you! as s chaft Virgin unto Chrijt, He Lf 


md 


| in the ſtate of ſeparation. SC v4 

4 their: Fathers houſe; their Spouſe to her 
{ Beloved, 'and the Sons of God to: the firſt 
# begotten - When the loyali-SabjeQs/of 
{ Chrift thall be crowned, -and the: ſpiritual 


Souldicrs receive the price: of: their-'xce- 
ward when the-truc' friends -of- Chriſt 
ſhall- enjoy - their- Redeemer, 'who loved 


| them to the death; and/the,faithful Ser- 


yants ſhall center into the joy of their Lexd; 


- when thie ſheep ſhall-return to their Sheps 
| hcrd, who hath given unto them eternal 
| life, that they ſhould never 'periſh« - 


IV. Demonſtr. Fourthly, | the greateſt 
promiſes made to belcivers in the covenant 
of - Grace, are of the life to come, which 


they.cannot inherit till they-depart, and 


- are with. Chriſt. Thys:Godlineſs is profita-- 


ble: to all things, baving promiſe of the life 
that now is, and of that which is" $0 come, 
2 Tim. 4. $. The Saints greheires of great 
and precious promiſes, which are ſummed 
up in that general promiſe of eternal life," 
1 John 3.-21. This is the promiſe which be 
bath promiſed us, even eternal life,” Which 
promiſe, and all the promiſes of God, are 
yea-and amen in Chriſt, the Mediator of: 
the Covenaut cfabliſhed'upon better pro. 
miſes : Through which, though the heixes 
of: promiſe have ſtrong Sond: 
| gar 


53 ._» The: Save, Aſednſin «i 
gad of was immutability, of God. and his 
/counſe] and vath,; whercin.it is: impoſlible 


that he: ſhould lye, yet-moſt of chem-are - 


yet in. hope, and not in-hand, and. therefore 
. through paticnce-they, wait for them till 
they. come to Chriſt, the heir of all chings, 
with'whom they arc joynt- heires ; beating 
up chew hearts iu the mean time with'the 
hope ſet | before them, Heb. 6. 19, 20i 
Which bope we bave:( (aith- the Apolile) 


#5 an anchor of the ſoul beth ſure and ftedfaſt, 


and which entreth.. into. that 'iwitbin the 
veil; whither the forerunner us for: us eutred, 
ever : Feſwes mede an High-Prieft for.ever afuer 
theiorder of Melchiſedech. Thus -beleivers 
wait .in hope for what they ſee:not, and 
reccive: not -in_ this: preſent :lite ;:.as the 
Patriarchs, Heb.x1. 13. Hbo dyed'in the 
 fatth; mt having received the promiſes, but 
baningſeen them afar off , and mireperſma+ 
| Aedio * chens, and imbraced- themygand cons 
feſſed they were ſtrangers and pilgrims wupou' 
estth,.: Therefore, beloved,be xot flutbful, 


bunt followers of them , who through | faith\” 


and paitence inherit the promiſes, Heb. 6:12 
Par ye-bave need of, patience (daithithe.ſame! 
Apotile:)#het aftrr:yehave done the will of 


God, ye might recewverthe promiſe; Heb.-109! | 


| SINE promiſe is.uo other. 'then the! 


Crown | 


a' weak meaſure, the glorious priviſedes 


- 


© in the Pate" of ſopiration. þ 


Crown "of life and + gon, which, 


Chriſt the righteous Judgeſhall give "unto; 
all thoſe that love his appearing. 42, | 0 
- Thus we&hive ſhewed you , though'm 


* 


cf the Godly im ' their death, in | that 


* their death' bringeth them "imimediately: 


unto Chriſt; according to my Text, For T 


- am in a ftraight betwixt wo, having a defire 
70 depars, and | 
better. | 

 Jameome at length to*the Application” 
of this 'DoErive and SubjeR 3 and that I 


to be with Chriſt, wbich is far 


may ' be” profitable  to'all; and divide the, 
word of - God, 'fo, as to give every one his 


portion,” ſhall weild' this Text'as a'two- 


edged Sword, Iiriking both wayes, tothe. 
godly and'ungodly, to'Saints and finners,* 
to beleivers'and unbeleivers.” oo 
Uſe; 1. Firſt 'it may' ſerve to inform us. 
from hence; of the fad, miſcrable, and 'wo- 
fal fate, of every carnal, fmful and Chriſt- 
leſs foul, that ſhalldye in'ſuch a condition, 
It were happy for wicked” nien, if they 
might never dye, but for ever cnjoy* the, 
mean portion of 'creattire comforts, which ' 
they havein'this world, though they arc 
infinitely ſhort. of the” glory} and happineſs 
of the Godly with Chrift in keayen, But 
| to 
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to hayc your; portion here, and that for {> 

orta ſ{caſon , as. the time; of this preſent 
life ancly, how. inconſiderable: is it 'ro the: 


eternity of the Saints felicity with Chriſt, | 


_ and theeternity. of. your own wiſcry-in 
Hell corments?. Theretore Chrif} in the 
parable bringeth.in' 4brabam thus ſpeaking 
© the rich man in Hell, Luke 16; 25, Sox: 
remember,thst thox in thy life time receivedſt 
thy good things , and likewiſe Lazarus evil 
| things; but now be is comforted, and. thox 
art - tarmented.:.The Prophet David alſo 
praying: for deliverance from his enemies,' 
deſcribeth them, by their temporal: bleſs: 
ſings, Pſal. 17.13, 14. Deliver my | ſoul 
from tbe micked, which i thy ſword, from 
mex, which aretby-band, 0-Loxd, from the 
men of the world, which bave- heir portion 
in this life. Let not therefore the:-people'of 
God. envy the. proſperity of the wicked; 
for-they have but the crumbs ; and broken' 
meat that your heavenly Father : giveth to; 
ſtrangers and cnemies, yea to. Doggs; for 1o' 
the Scripture, calleth the. wicked, Rev; 22: 


15.. Without are Doggs, and Sorcerer, aud; 
Where-mongers, aud.Murderers, aud Idpla-: 
erfs and whatever loveth ana makgth'a lye.' 


k 


And let. the feas. of, death bridle and re-! 
fixain the rage. and riot of, all prophane: 
4 | * perſons 


in the" ſtate of ſeparation. 6x 
perſons 3 -eonfidering how ſoon” your pre- 
ſent joyes ſhall be at an end,and your end- 
leſs ſorrowes commence, when God ſhall 
Tay your honour in the'duſt, and require 
your ſouls frem you. Why ' tremble ye 
not at the fight of an incloſed corpſe, and 
the open grave before your eyes ? Yealſo 
ſhall ſurely dye,Q ye covetous worldlings, 
wretched drunkards, prophane ſwearers, 
unclean adulterers | ye proud and gayid 
yanities , put" your heads \into the dui 
and ſtretch forth your: hands and feel 
thoſe cold and dry 'skulls'and* bones, 'and 
lay it to heart before yc lye down in for- 
row. And tor the awakening * of your 
ſleepy confciences, who 'took and ſee no 
further, then *ro what isobvious to yout 
ſenſes, like 4btutifh people; and' a genera» 


tion of ſotciſh 'and fooliſh men ; give me 


Tave"rs''dcal faithfully 'with'you , accor> 
ding to my pieſerit deſign, iti'ſhewing you, 
what is on Cother ſide the Grave, and the 
deplorable ' efiate* of every carnal. heart in 


death, as Ron Wh ſoul hath taken its 


leave'of its ſinful body and hoafe of clay. 
'- Firſt, Every wicked and utigodly ſoul ts 
miſcrablein death, in that it isdeprived of 
the "happineſs of *heaven, arid the* glory 
thereot in the preſence of Chriſt; for as'i 

is the Saints privilcdge in death to depart 
. unto 


d rejoy+ 
aſ IN 


Tation, that is and ſhall be fixed between 
5 eg | them 
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+them awd. you, (0.25 10 approactutheit pre+ 
"| ſence,or to partake of theix; Joycs. Aa ajtine 
3 moycth a. queſtion, why the-: rich than 
=} could fre -Lotaruc: im {brebame'boſoine, 
"if .and:L{z4ras could not-fce the richmarin 
\r80 hell ?.. and | he giveth: this anſwer: coics 
ts . becauſe he thatis in thedarke may: ſee: him 
aef that is-int. the light; but. he | that':is inthe 
owl light ceanpot ſee him that isin the dark. Hea- 
- of :vcn is a placeot light cbrough the 
, of the glory. of God,: and of: Chriſt the - Son 
Yet. 6 righteouſneſs, whergzn all the righteous 
er; #hall- ſhine 25 the-Sung and therefore! called 
_ - inheritance pftbe:$aines in. light, 4@5 
def 26: 1$. But the fate of the wicked. ſhall 
bal tbe datkne(s avd Blackneſs ot darlinefs, a 
ol 46tal deprivationi gf the light of thecoums 
pl tenanceof God,andithe: comfortable pres 
fenae thexcot 3, from» which they ſhall:be 
driven. into the: remote diſtants/of place 
adi condition j-;and ithexctote:it:b5.called? 
o67©:; Krert 1 aucenidarknels;: Ma3,'254 
go." Caſt > the wrlprafit able ſervant\into ontes 
darkneſs, there ſhall. be.weeping wg, 
of teedb.' And though this be thegreatcts 
loſs. unaginable, yes it-is the traſt ob your 
| Woe, im; regard: of the torments:ye-ſhalb 
fuffes is the: Lake that burneth with fire 
— GO | And {6:Eproceed fromthe 
puniſh» 


\- Secondly, Every wicked man '(hall'ly | 
miſcrable in his death, in reſpe& ofthe} 


ſtate of his ſoul , which death ſhall bring 
it unto without Chriſt, And the ate of 
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pngſnlent of loſs to-the puniſhment off | 


damned; foul after death, and the 'manne} 


of a {inful: ſoul entring into condemnation 


and! torment after diſſolution may -ſome-| 


what be diſcerned by:theſe following ſteps 


and degrees. . In opening whereof,” I ſhill} 


wholly wave the queſtion about-the place 


of 'hell,; and torment,/as-a nicety ratha| 
for (crious Audi 


:then.a:neeciiary Subject 
Sos. b5oi2f £05.19 5268 " | 
- (Firſt;' Every 'wicked and unbeleiving 
perſon-:diech in the guile of | all his fins 
unpardoned.'. Remilsjon: of fins is A pri- 


viledge peculiar co bdleivers throughfaith} 
in. Chriſt Jeſus ; faith being the condition} - 


of the promiſe, and :the:application ofithe 


deathabd rightcouſncſs of Chriſt for jultis | 


fication;.iRom. 3. 25,426; Whow God" bath 
ſetforth to-be a propatiztion; through. faith 


34. his: blond, to declate' bis righteouſieſs; for} 


the, remiſcion of. ſins: that ere paſt, through 
the, forbearauce. of Gid that be: might" bt 
jb, andthe juftifier of biin | thas belieutth 

is Jeſus 7 But heitbat bielicveth nor 


kb $< #4 


dems 


zs.cons | 


— 
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A} demned already, becauſe be hath not beleived 
|} i# the Name of the only begatten $0n of Gad, 
#} John 3. 18. So. that unbclicf Teaveth the 
*} foul under the gftilt of fin, and ſealeth 'yp 
$f the. final condemnation thereof, Where- 
4 ypon Chriſt telleth the unbelicying Jews, 
that they ſhould dic in their fins, Jobn $, 
| 21,24 Then ſaid. Feſus again unto them,T go 
'| my way, and ye ſhall ſeek me, aud ſhall dye i 
Py your fits: whither'1 go ye cannot come, I ſaid 
'F. therefore mnto you, that ye ſhall dye an your 
3 fins; for if ye belezve not that I am be, ye 
Tt fall dye in your fins, A wicked man car- 
*; rycth all his fins to the grave with him, 
| which for numbex. are as the-hairs of his 
head, and. for nature. damnable and defi- 
ling 3 he dieth clothed and:clogged with 
's tip; and the guilt of all his fins. that ever 
\ he committed in; thought, ward, or deed, 
cleave to his ſoul, It is dreadful to conſt; 
derj what a mals and mountainous bigneſs 
| the fins of a poor carnal wretcb. ariſe unto 
if we lay them together : his original fin, 
*$ aQual fins, fins of omiſſion aud: commillion, 
\ his-ſeeret fGns,and open and' ſcandalous 
fins 3 .his whole life hath been a trade of 
Gn,and whatſoever proceedeth from him is 
'F fin; the ploughing of the wicked is fin , 
| and his -prayer is turned into-fin ; And 
I co 


_— y 


F 
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ned! coilintchanced orallowed: Now multi- 


qply theſe by their particalars and. individu-. , 


 Rances;omd then'judge of theiguilr of every 


Gnful manithat dieth 1n unbelickand with! 


»pult pardotiing grace through! the bloud of 
Cheſt, 5165 M1 But, ES TON 
2\Secondly, The conſcience of every wicked 
-man is awakened immediately after death 
and diffolutionits a continual ſenſe of the 


guilt: '6f all his fins. Natural conſcience | 


cirnal mercisfor the niofi part peaceable:& 
Filent ini thisprecfent lifezdelight 8-cultonie 
4n- fin 'hardiing the- heart and ſearing tho 
conſcience. y: >which-. they labour to keep 
aſleep; 'iby: diverting 'the*'thoughts : to 


worldly objeds, or to fatisfie, by a: formal 


 ptofeſſion :attended - with tome outward 
performances. But i; as: {on as ever the 
foubof an unregencrate-perſon'ts ſeparate 


fromthe, vody;this lyon-awaketh & ileeps| 


ethinomore,the faculties bf the ſoul being 
alwayes.m act> and'exerci(e,. m a ſeparate 
ftate;;whereby his ſins thall be. alwayes bes 
tore | him; an#-:ſ{ct in-order-before his eyes, 
upon-, which his conſcience ſhall refic@ 
contanually without diverlion, or inter- 
miſſion, 


A 
 x6'his own\fins -perſonally commit ted;'we ] 


may add his'6ther mens fins,cither occahio« 


DIY 


to forget and caſt out” 


Ye, ud of ef ivit's 
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miſſion. '" Then the fins you have Tabourcd 
of mind, Wall be 


brought to'remembrance, and ye ſhall'tvtt 


© behold them, for which *confeience ſhall | 


charge and' accufe. you; and” in the freſh 


xcmembrance of them ot! ſhall '1ye'db\ 


fel-condemited for ever. 'Thisis the wortt 
thar never _dieth, 'Ma#k,o 48. But fhall 
gnaw your hearts: wh pr (0 Epping” <a 
”” Thirdly,” Heteupon the ſoul of a wicked 
man ſhall tremble at the'fight and preſence 
& God.” That the ſoul. of eycry man, and 
conſequently ' of the” wicked; ſhall ſee"and 
approich the" poet andrea 
preſence” of "God. int his Divine'nature 
ſcnee, up6n'their diffokation,is apparent 
i” chac he-*fpirit | of mar "48\ fald 6 
g5 upwarl; Eecteſ. 3. 21” 4430 retwip to 
Crd, who govrts.” Chap: £3. 7A alfo'Þ 
the © Paxtitult” judgemmeht* inhintdidttl 
conſequeittfupon death, whereby God = 


pearing to conffieace, Yecidcrh' and'der 


mineth the*ettrndl Rate and cnc 


every ” foot "Ptepatative to. the lat "Wn 


Sloribus" pbedring” 6 Chrit "ar the great 
and ternbte* Uy*. who ſhall then, Jadge 
the' whvlc world , and the ul abd body 
together. For jr # appointed wittd men once #6 
| beſndgemen, Heb: 9. 27- 

F 2 Which 
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, ; jel way, ip Wee! this particular judges 


2 iy @ gh Wo nd Ki 


ut. 10 what manger the foul of a wicke 
n. ſhall hy obs take in a few words 
Flothing and putting of 


et | 
woke 6 houſe of the body, the foul 
xemaineth ko in reſpc& of that cloths 


, Which naked aels of the ſeparate ſouls” 
my. Szines 15. cQvercd and clothed upon! 


ith the glory, of their houſe in heay 
Ws Cor, $5.3 2 bh fiate of; nakedr wr 
ercin AL, fouls of the wicked. abide, rhe 
whe mult nc quigkly' ayd powertul 
apprehen(! iveot .God, and of any, impr 


op and 
bing 
| FE Top 


ht the arbor hacks ina $8 way p 


diſcovery of them, , We know allo. that 


the Lord. d F 


wound Fg ſpiric of wah, ſe 6.15 inche 
body, by1 ett g » fall, the. 4 hh of. wr 
- PRE and. 

David AP 


h the ns rebukesof God,2/: 3% 16 
Yheu 


Fxeok we are ſpeaking, 
25. wel general judgement; 
pe reſtrain; it to the particular woe. 1 


infer 4: 0g POR: 4t 3 as. «he | 


{ometimes immediately 


Yy toxmenteth 1 it, which 


| hich this With Vebd br If 45rbeQ'd wh 


- (out beitig.a ſpirit, 41d ſepfrace from ifie 
4 Body, can convetſe nithe Ja - 25 the 


+ of ſpirits, who' can difcovet himſelf unto 


| miſtaking here; for though a Bacious tid 


77 the” ftate of fipaittion. 6g 
for iniq#iy , thou makeſt bis beauty tocotis 
ſuine atvay like "a mth.” Motcover, it the 


Saints with Angels, and the” damned with. 


Devils, much more with God rhe Fath&t 


them, as he pleaſeth. But cake heed of 


ww £ - # %* 


- 
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Trees for fear, when they heard the voice 
of God, in the. garden, Gen. 3. & Moſes, 
though a.Fayourite , yet. whed he ſaw the 


ens oof God'in the thundrings and 


tnings.and,carthguakes,the ſmoke and 
fire, & heard the ſound of the, trumpet ups 
on Mount Sinai, he faid, exceedingly fear 
1d quake, Heb, 12. 21. When wee 
+pprehended.. God, was in the ftill ſmall 
voice, be wrapped bis face. in bis mantle, 


/ and-went ont, and ſtood in the entring of the 
. When. Fob came to. | !! 
his es, he abhorred bimfelf 8 


eave, x Kings 19.13 
ſee God Os 
7n duſt and aſhes, Job 42. 6, The judge- 
ments, of, God mage holy. Davids ficth 
tremblc, P/al.119. 120. My fleſh trembleth 
or ' fear of thee, I am afraid of. thy judge: 
inents, The glorious viſion. which 1/2tah, 
Aw, how did it work upon that holy Pro- 
FHhet? Iſaiah 6. 5- 
itting upon 4 throne, and cryed woe is me, 
or I am undone, becauſe T am a man of ut 
:tean lips, &- a dwel in the midſt of « peopleaf, 
srclean lipr,for mine eyes bave ſeen the Ki ing. 
be Lord of Hoſt s. 
-minentforgrace and holineſs, have trems- 


Aled at the preſence of Goa. manifeſted ] 


-into them t in, Tove and mercy,how ſhall the 
anner ar 


thoy 


When he ſaw the Lord | 


And if theſe Saints, iq | 


. ungodly ſtand in' his. f ght? | 
Doeſt thoit beleive there is a 'God ? If not, 


tho 
tha 
Fc 
trct 
bres 
nifh 
betc 
are | 
f417 
but 
the. 
infit 
er | 
nre 1 
tfruc 
whe 
thie 
all n 
of gr 
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thou ſhalt ſee aud beleive; but xeracmber,, 
that the Devils beleive and tremble, © 


gnlS7 


*\ 7h 


toreif now patience abuſed 'tarn mto! 
nY ke x ON” 
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mercy flighted ftir up indignation, a1 1 
contempt of favour heighten diſpleaſuze, 
and hereby Wrath is treaſured up againk. 


t day of wrath Rom. 2, 4> 5» Or deſpi« | 
FP thou the richer of bis goodneſs, and for | 


bearance, and loug ſuffering 

that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to res 
pentance; but after thy bardneſs and impeni« 
tent beart, treaſureſt up nuto thy ſelf wrath. 


apainſt the day of wrath.,and the revelation of | 


the righteous judgement of God. God isa. 
conſuming, fire to all ſuch dry ang com> 
buſtible ſouls, ſeizing upon them as ſtraw] 
and ſtubble in their approach unto himz | 
like Nadab and Abibs, when they offered: 
ſtrange fire before the Loxd, which he | 
commanded' them. not, Lev. 10. 2. And 
there went out fire from the Lord, and de- 
vourcd them, and. they died before the} 
Lord. O that the ſinnerFin Zion were's. 
fraid, and that fear might ſurpriſe the hy: 


pocrites ! Conſider, who among you ſhallj 


dwell with the devouring fire, and who & 
mong you ſhall dwcll with everlaſting bur] 
nings? The wrath of the Lord is the lake of 
fire and brimſtone of which . the Scripture 
ſo often ſpeaketh) this is hell it (elf, wheres | 
in God himſelf 1s the tormentor, who. by 
his wrath, kinedleth thoſe unquencheable 


not knowing | 


6s... mg 


flameFy //a. 3o. 33, For Tophet "7 
at 


y 


—— 


- % 
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dained of old, yea for the King it is prepared 
be bath/ made it -deep and} large : the pile 


thereof -is much wood , the breath of the 


{. Lord like a ft ream of brimſtone' kindleth it. 
- | Ta this Scripture the Lord denounceth hell 
to King. Sennacherib, in deſcribing where- 


of the Prophet alludeth to the fires in the 
valley of Hinnon, wherein thoſe Idolaters 


burned their children in"Tacrifice to Mo- 
- och; and that-the parents might'not hear 


the cry of their children,they beat up their 
tabrets or drummes: and-from the name of 
Topb or druin, the place was called Topher. 


| $0.in hell there ſhall be no pitty or com- 


paſſion of God to the cryesof burning ſouls. 
And this is the puniſhment of old ordai- 
ned, not only for Sexnacherib, but all the 


ungodly ; which. is:faid to be deep and 


large. As «the dimenſions of Gods love to 
his people in heaven are highth, length, 
depth, and breadth, in 'all which love paſ- 


| ſeth knowledge, fo are the dimenſions of 


his wrath to the damned in hell, which 
we are not able _ to conceive. the heat 
whercof is intollerable, as of a fire :made 
with much wood, and cternal,;through the 
fiream of wrath for ever flowing forth 
from. God the fountaine: of wrath to the 


-Wicked, the hot breath of whoſe mouth 


kindleth 
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kindleth and bloweth up the cveraſing 
flames of their endleſs ſorrow and tors. 
ments. | 
Fifthly; the ſoul 'under this coiiſurnins 

wrath of God lycth down in cverlaſhn 
deſpairof ever being releaſed , or 'in. the. 
leatt meaſure releived or calcd. Ercrnity | 
in torments. maketh them unſupportable,” 
though in'thenifclves they were, not W (1 
heavy and burthcnſome 3 'how much more 
intollerable-will that puniſhment be, that. 
is both in nature, as well as duration,ſo 1 in-. 
fufferable?,'And it the paines of wrath but 
for one ' hour in hell* cannot” be recom» 
penſed with all the wealth of the* world; 
who would” venture” the ercrnity theredf/ 
for the "plcaſures'of fig ,/ which are, but; 
for a feafon, The damned in hell appre-' 
\ herd The endlefnels of tacir torments, by. 
the eat thPfoiul.the demerit.'bf 
fn,'an the 'unchang blencls of God from 
whom®they ſuffer; Tf the ſoul conld be 
confumed or annihilated. by its torments,; 
if fir, could'beexpiated by,any meaſure of 
fifferings, or if God could repent, or be 
moved to compiſſion, there might be hope 
in hell; bar all cheſe arc impoſſible; For 
God chatigeth not, guilt diminifherh not, 
on foul walteth not, therefore che worm: 


Fra EFF 


x x0 NE - *-never 


v 3 
d-444 


never dicth,and the. fire is never quenched, - 


| Mark 9. 48-_ And.to (cal up this boctors- 


leſs pit upon ſuch miſerable ſouls,, we may 


add, that if .there..might be any; help in 
| this "8 either, Chriſt muſt ſuffer .once 


more to.cxpiate Goſpel diſobedience, as he 
ſuffered. for legal z os . time, muſt. be. called: 
back again for theſe tormented ones to..cn» 
joy, once more the Goſpel which they refu- 
ſed.Buf neither of theſe can be imagined. - 


Chriſt will/no more leave: the boſogxof his. 


Father and his glory, having offeredone ſa- 
errfice for ever, and being. ſet down. at the 


Ft * 


motion 
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motion. Sothat to.call time again thiti ispaſt. 
15 one of thoſe impoſlibilities, which Got | 
himfclf cannot doe, becaule it implycth's 


conttadiction. 19- 
gravate the miſery of the ſoul under the 
wrath of God, that the ſufferings are caſe. 
lels, endleſs and helpleſs 3 wherein the. 


wicked ſhall bewail theix loft ſeaſons nevix] 
\ to be regained, and their precious time} 
Defpaar is writcen. þ 
- uiporithe' gate of hell,'whence there 1s. ng | m 


never to be redeemed. 


rcturhing3 Omnia te auverſun ſpettaittia,. 


no prints appearing of the fcet of aty that 


have:come from thence. 
Sixthly,-the'Soul-of a wicked mani; this. 
deſpairing under the implacable © w __ 
of God, ſhall ſtir up it felf paint "oY 
chroigh malice and deſpite in' lin, to curſe 
and' blaſpheme him to his face. For the 
foul bejng an immorcal ſpirit, catnot þe 
otily paſſive, but a&ive,under its intollezs 
ble ſafferings 3 the object 
God, aid fin, and punithment, or God*puls 
niſhing it. for fin; and all che aQs of the 
Fil Belt purely evil and finfil without 
cſS RA Bitture of good, the ſoul muſt of 
riecefsty be ſo far from: an hamble ac 
knowledgetnene , confeſſion, and godly 
forrow, as to difcoyer and a@ all — 
0 


Therefore” this ſhall age | 


& whercof being 


% [4 » 5% Y 3 
o "x 
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aſt, | of yexation; frettylne(s, xelu@tancy; and 
o | oppoiition, under. the; anguiſhiofits hope- 


1.2. | kls. condition. And; this may be: demon- 


ig: | ſixated.if one conkfider the natureofa car- 
he nal. heart and '{pirit;: and 'the tendency 
le- | thexeQt, which doth naturally end in'this 
6] degece of fin. x, There: is a natural-enmity 
e& | m. every carnal {oul- againſt God, which 
me} remaineth- for ever in it, where grace doth 
ten} not ſubdue, and mortific it. The :carual 
no | mind is enmity to/Ged; Rom. $8.7, And it 


1a, i not, ſubjeft to the lam of God, neither in. 


hn 


: deed can be. 90. that this enmity is diſco-. 


rexed wn. this life; þy,a&ts of fin,and wicked 


| workes, done by: ;carnal men -againft the 
| holy. aud righteous will of God:3::and 
1 conſequeutly | abiding: in the ſoul after 


death, ,.it wall in. like manner manifeſt it 
{1f., 80 [eternity ,- the $oul being wholly. 
yoid.of-all: fanGifying and renewing grace. 
Secondly; This enmity, will more tully-act 
ahter-difſolution,:by:the: total withdrawing 
of the. ſpicir of God, whereby-inthis/life it 
waslimited and. xefirained. God fetteth 
bounds to carnal meninthis life, to:keep the - 
world jn, ſome; degree} of peace, |: for the 
more quiet habitation ofihis\people, with- 
out. which theix lives oh-carth would be-al- 
:together. diſquiet - aud | uncomtortable, 
| through 


\ 


8 
7 
through: the rage" and fury of the wickel, ; 


But:an hell” there-is not -fo' muck att 


ſtraining: grace to dam up the foulifainnl, # 
corruption from breaking out and' flow |: 


forth in its 'full ' firength ane” lbeth 


corruption and 'carnal;enmity, as inthe 


| ſelves-confidered. It 'isa Fandifiea-afthdi; 
on; through the love of God; thatpur 


and 'taketh- away: fin: From his children, 


who: by his chaſtifements are'made-pai 
kers- of his holinefs. 'Bat-the torrents of 
hell/are che (execution; of the fierce wrath 
of God, wherein there-is\not the' mixtire 
of -one-dram_ of love * God © ihtendin 
the deſiruction, and not the ſalvationdf 
the ſoul; in taking vengeance upondt.'$6 
that the. ſinful habics,and habitual i enthity 
of the:ſoul; are increafed 'and blown'up 
t he; higheſt degree of! malice by 'd 
under; etcrnal puniſhment. Fourthly:- 
this we'mayallo add; thatto be' 
to fin, is-one of the greateſt Judg ht 
God, and: therefote 'may'bea patt'of; Gr at 
leaſt an adjunct: to-the* torments of the 
dainned.! God ſometimes ' putiſheth*ſih 
with fin, by :hardning: the heart” for'its 
WOES and ſcaring the. conſcience: for 
«Tr its 
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$iven up | 
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| its ſenſelcſ5nels; andgiving up to believe a 


Iye; 16x not recciving the love of the truth, 


e|-a8 alſo he - gave 'up thoſe” Idofarers, 


-who"' 1mprifoncd the. natural light and 


knowledge of-/God ," to uncleannels,' vile 


affecions, anda reprobate mind; Rome. x. 
Nbw: the ligheft degree of ſin God giveth 


| up'a carnal {min unto m1 -this life, is the 
| fin'againf the holy Gholt ; * whith' is to 
| FE wb malice; and ©to doe defpight unto 
the: ſpirit of grace, 'Heb.10. 29, When'a 


xeprobatei heart / ſhall : 'grow to that hard- 
nels ini fin; as'to: ſintubder 'convidion;and 
revenge it ſelfupon: God \and the fpiric 
of:God, by - committing fin upon! che, ac- 


Count” of fin;or 'becaule it is fin, others 
"wife it-cannot bea wiltu] inning after. re= 


ceiving of the"knowledge 'of che \truth. 
T his being the higheſt degree of bin upon 

carth; "the formality: whereof 'is* malice 
an revenge, we'may. cally be*per[waded' 
to! believe,that hell is-#ullthercof, where this 


| | malice is more ſiftred up by deſpair under 
' theſe /torments,' then it can be 'm this lite 3 


and where the ſoals-6f 'the wicked vent 
their malice -againft God; by Fiaſpheming 


. and'curſing 'him”to his-face;'which is the 


proper-diſcovery of-it'3 as deſperate male- 


tactors ſometimes: iv their torments curſe 
both 
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clear 


both Judge.and | Executioner, [And 
the proo of this, T ſhall only argue: 
+ the caſe from two or three Scriptugei 


ſtances. Firſt, of Fob, whom Satan ſuf 


forth 
upon 


poſed to be but a-hypecrite, and tem I Lplagy 


God to affli& kim, with this confhdent 
that he ſhould curſe bim #0 bis face, .. Ji 
i.11.' The Devil well-knew what ovg 


- whelming  affliftions would work-uponf 


carnal and ſinful heart, even to curle. Gi 


to his face 3; and had not F obs ancerilf 


| FuInc 


mea 


blaſp 


powe 


Aot ti 
blaſp 


through - the power: of God upheld. .apf%*" 
- preſerved him, the Devil had: had his iq of th 
tign, and Fob had curſed 'God, as welli They 
the day of his bixth. Another is of-.chq of th 
wicked ones, of whom the Prophet: ding 
faiah ſpeaketh, ſas. $.'21. And -#h blaſp 
fhall. paſs through it hardly beſtead a ment 
hungry; and it ſhall come ta paſs, that wohi himſ 
they ſhall be bungry, they ſhallfret themſelvd] ea! 
and curſe their, King /and their God, al he 
look upward, Whence it appearcth, thy gaſh 
when God upon earth-puniſheth a peapli} 4*> _ 
for. their, wickedne(s, with foine extreal tretfu 
calamity, under which: they. deſpair, Jool gna(l 
ing upwards and ſecing no help, the wit <5 
kedncls of their hearts will through mads% 
neſs and malicc break: out into curly by tt 


of theix King, and their. God , whethe 
trill 
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| trucor falſe. Which appeareth. yet more 
of clearly in the propheſic 'of the .powring 
forth of the vials of. the wrath of God 
{af upon the Antichriſtian party, in - ſeveral _ 
24 plagues and puniſhments, for their final * 
end xuine and overthrow, Rev, 16. 9,: And 
TJ mes were ſcorched with great beat, and 
vel haſphemted the name of God, which bath 
*) g power overtheſe plagues, and they repented 
& not to give bim glory, And verle 11. They 
erild Hloſpbemed the God of Heaven, becauſe of 
"af their paines and their ſores, and repented not 
- MW of their deeds... Likewiſe verſe. the laſt, 
ell4 They blaſpbemed God becauſe .of the plague 
hf of the bail, for the plague thereof was excee- 
to} ding great, Much more will a ſinful foul 
& blaſpheme in hell where deſpair is the tor- 
| ,& nent of choſe torments. Which Chriſt 
i& himſelf ſecmeth to-put-out of all queſtion, 
1d (peaking of -the ſufferings of hell, when 
the faith , There ſhall be weeping and 
MI gnoſhing of zeeth, Math. 8. 12. and 13. 
18 42, 50. That .is againſt God, through 
a txetfulneſs and malice, for fo the phraſe of 
all gnaſhing the teeth is taken in other Scrip- - 
vid cures. Plal. 37.12, The wicked plotteth a- 
il gainf the juſt, and gneſheth upon bim with 
land 295 teeth. So the Jews did upon Stephen, 
hd 4#s5-7, 54. When they beard theſe things, 
YN . > (3 they 
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they were cut #0 tbe beart, aud gyaſhed on 
bim with their (teeth. So that as the Saints 
in heaven blc(s-God with Praiſes and Hal. 


klajahs, fo thc damned in hell howl under | *: 


| painand curſe him:and thus 1n hell tin ſhall 


be perfected, as well-as. grace 'in heaven; 


& every wicked and gracelcfs foul ſhall fit 
under ſuffering, while itis ſuffering for 
fin. 23 1.6 

Laſtly, Hercupon the wrath of God is 
further. provoked, and' heightned, by the 


aQtual fin of a wicked and deſperate (out 


under its torments: : So that to make this 
everlaſting. punithment of # damned foul 
i& hell unſpeakable miſerable, the fuffe- 
rings thereof axe not only eternal, as they 
are the juft reward of ha committed in 
this Iife againſt aninfinite God, whoſe ju» 
{tice can never be fully fatisfhed, but by 
the eternity of: the puniſhment z but. they 
are allo for ever increaſed and renewed by 


enraging* provocations of malice and . 
blaſphemy, whereby the foul-requoileth a= 


againlt God, through anguiſh thereof. By 
1 h1s we may. conceive how exquilite the 
toxments of the wicked will be hereafter," 
the foul eternally finning, and continually 
adding freſh oyl to the flames of wrath; 
t or fin kindIcth wrath, and wrath kindleth 
hell, 


TE 
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hell, and hell kindleth fin, and fin again 
wrath, and fo for ever. This. 15 the work 
and action between an infinite God, and a 


. poor unhappy ſoul: to eternity. 3 God pu- 


uithing,6& the ſoul finning,and the foul fin- 


 ning,& God puniſhings in which torments 


the body ſhallpartake with: the ſoulafter its 
rclurrecFion,being united again, made {þ 
far capuble. to endure its torments, as not 
to be diflolyed, or deſtroyed;by the extre- 
mity and cternity of them. Thus-fatul 
and wretched man ſhall be ever dying, 


. weeping, yelling, howling: and 'finning , 


under the intollerable pangs of the ſecond 
death, Rev. 21.8. The fearful, and nn+ 
belejving,and the abominable,aud marderers, 
and whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and idola- 
ters, and all lyars, ſhall have their part in 
the lake that burneth with fire and brim 
ſtone : which is #be ſecond death. Repent 
therefore -and beleive the Goſpel , turn 
from your. fins and- forſake «your wayes, 
that ye may eſcape this judgemeat-of God, 
for now is the day of ſalvation, through 
the forbearance of God, who would have 
have all men to be faved, and to come to 


the knowledge of the truth. 


From this Text and Dotrine we may 
be again informed, upon. what grounds 
G 3 the 
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the people of God may delire their diſfolu* 


tion, How 'defireable a priviledge the 


departure'of the Saints is, hath been al- 
rcady opened 3 but for further direction 


. it, 1 ſhall here: make up the banks, to. 


keep theſe deſires in their right channe}, 


which othcrwiſe:are ready to break out . 
jnto unlimited and unlawful) currents, - | 
-Fherefore to (atishi this cafe of conſcience _ 


concerning the deſire of death, let every 
- precious ſoul. conlider theſe following 
Propofitions. | 

Firſt, It is altogether unwarrantable. for 
belcivers to defixe diflolution out of meer 


_ * paſſion, under theſoreli trouble, afliQtion, | 
Te is uſual for carnal men, 


or  tryal. 
upon diſcontent, to wiſh they might dycz 
who alſo under the burthcnſomneſs. of 
corporal difiempers, often. delire a releaſe 
from their preſent paines, not knowing or 


conſidering, that thereby they ſhall immes« | 
diately fall from their beds tnto hell. This 


alſo! is incident to the Godly, through in- 
firmity, wnoſe-paſlions in this caſe are 
not cxcuſable, Thus it was with that holy 
Prophet Elijah, when he was forc'd to 
flce from the rage and perſecution of «+ 


zebel, who" threatned to take away his - 


lite, 1 Kings 19. 34. 4nd when he ſaw 
x 1 that, 
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that, he aroſeand went for his life, and cams* 


| zo Beerſheba and left bis ſervant theregbatt he. 


bimſelf went a dayes journey inzo the wil*. 
derneſs, and came and ſate down under a 
juniper tree , ' and be requeſted for | Vimſelf,, 
that he might die, and ſaid, it is enough now, 
0 Lord, take away my life, for ] am no 


better thew my Fathers, | Elijab's paſlion 


under this perſecution, being now alone, 
tixed and weary probably with his jour- 


ney,as well as affaulted and troubleqwith 
faviſh fear, was the ground of this his re-. 


queſt and ſupplication. Now if we com- 
pare with: this ſtory the expreſſion of. S. 


| Fames , preſenting | Elias as an example 


of the preyalency ;of prayer, we - may 
judge, that this -paſſion-was- an infirmity 
ia this Prophet, Fames 5. 17. Elias war a 
man, ſubjet to paſiion as ; we are; and 
he prayed, &c, The like inftance we have 
of Fob, who ' through: paſſion gratifizd 
Satan fo far under his temptation, as to 
curſe the day of his birth,and alſo through 
vexation of ſpirit under. his affliCtions to. 
with and long for his grave, F+5::3, 20, 
21,22. Wherefore is light given 20 bim 


that is a1 miſery, and lafe unto the bitter i 


ſoul? which lang for death aud it cometh. 
nt, and dig for it more then for bid trea- 
| | G 3 ſures ; 


36 
lies 4 which rejoyce exceedingly, aud are 
glad when they can find the grave. - Take 
alſsthe' Prophet” Fonab for an cxample 
hereof, who, after he had preached deſiry- 
Rivn'ts Nineveb,according tothe word of 
the Lord, and faw not the execution 


thereof according to his prophecy , was { . 
diſcontent -at the patience and repentings. 


of "God towards that City, - and beſought 
the *Lord he might dye, Fonab 4.3; 


Therefore now, O Lord, take I beſeech thee © 


my life from me, for it is better for me to dye, 
then #0 live, for which the Lord checketh 


him'in the next verſe, deft-tbou:well tobe” 
anpry? And in the 9, and 10: verſes. When | 
the Gourd was withered, andthe Wind | 
ad "Sun beat upon 'him, that he-fainted, | | 


he wiſhed he might dye again,and . paſſ» 
onatecly replies. to Gods ſecond rebuke of: 
him,T 4o well to' be augryeven unto the death; 

Secondly , Every. Chriſtian 4/ looking 


-upon death as a/priviledge;” and; means to | 


brine him to Chriſt, ought no tuxther'to 
delireit, then'' with ſubmiſſion - to the 
will of God, aid a willing ſubjeQion to 
his work and ſervice in his generation: 
To haſten death by unlawful meancs is 
no lefs then (elf marther, as-hath'been al- 


ready proved z and hereby . the 
| thereof 
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© thereof "is in ſome meaſure' limited, pre- 


(crvation-of lite by all lawful means being 


| -aduty incumbent upon a]l-;Ourtimes' and 


\ſcalons , life. aud death, are: in the hands 
only of Ggd," the wiſe diſpoſer of all 
things for #he;good of them: that love 
him between whoſe. will and:eurs;cherc 


ought £9: be a perfe&t conformity in-rela- 


tion ,to+ all :changes and. diſpenſations. 


«Chriſt elcaped::from the Jews, when they 
.often ſought ta kill him; becauſe:his tioux 
\ waS not ycr:come; but:then hexefuſed not, 


but accepted: that itter-cup ,+ whichthis 
Father gave him to-drink. When Fobhad 


- zrecovered-himtelf from:under the power of 
- chispaſſion; he beſought the: Lond to appoint 
him a ſet time, and-he would wait,Job 14. 

:14- All:the dayes of my uppeinted time'wilT 


wait till my change come. We-muſi not run 
home before weihave done our worke;bur 


| mind our; :worke as-well: as our. reward... . 


God hath appointed a parcicular ſervice | 
for every beleiverjn/his generation, which 
he ſhould: labour ito fniſh; with David, 
before he falleth- afleep. '4& 13; 16. For 
David after be had ſerved bis own generuti- 
on, by the will of -Ged fell afleep.. Saint Pai! 
declaring - to Temotby the near approach 
of his diflolution;and departure; torgetterh 


' Not to mention'tize fiſhing of his workin 


64 - he - 
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the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 4.6.7, I am now ves 
to be feres *p, _ oy departure = 
hand. I bave fought « good fight 1 
bave finiſhed 'my courſe, I have kept the 
Faith. But till it was finiſhed, he was 
-willing-to abide in the fleſh', notwith- 


ſtanding his great defire to depart and to | 


be with-Chriſt, as in the words following 
my Text. Nevertheleſs 'to abide in the 
Fleſh is more needful for.you, And baving 


this confidence, I know '1 fhall abide and | ' 


continue with you, for your furtheranc 
and: joy of faith, | 


-Fhirdly, This being minded,it is law- | 4 
ful and warrantable for a gracious perſon. 


to deſire to depart and to be with Chriſt, 
Who among all the: heires of promiſe, 
doth not defire the poſſeflion and enjoy- 
ment of his hopes in: Clirift, : his delive- 
rance from tn, ſufferings, and-ſorrow, and 
the full fruition of .all the glory and hap: 
pincſs of his heavenly -portion and inheri- 


tance? Let: the ſpiritual'ecchoes and'{i- 
lent anſwers of all true born !ſraelites re- 


folve this queſtion 3 whoſe hearts are en- 
lirged.to rejoyce in the hope of: the glory 
of: God, unto which they are begotten, 
tby : the reſurrection of Jefus Chrilt from 


the dead, This: maketh the greateſt ab | 


fictions of the Saints in this world 
_ light 


| in the ſtate of ſeparation. 8g * 
atly [ -light unto them, while they look not at the 
'« | things which are ſeen, but at the things 
14 | ,which are not ſeen, 2 Cor. 4. 18. . And 
the | therefore reckon with Paxl, That the ſuf- 
vas | fertngs of this preſent time, are not worthy 
th. | to:becompared with theglory that ſhall be 
to | revealed in them, Rom.$.18.Hence are thoſe 
ng | carneſi groanes andlonging delires of the 
the | righteous to be, uncloathed, and cloathed 
ing | upon with their houſe from heaven;where- 
md | in they ſymbolize and ſympathize with-the 
ce | -whole creation, which defareth to be de- 
. | livered from the bondage of corruption, 
w- | into the glorious liberty ofthe ſons of God, 
on | Rom. $8. 23. Aud not only they, but our 
iſt, | ſelves alſo, which have ,the firſt fruits of 
iſe, | the ſpirit, even_we onr ſelves groan within 
w- | our ſelves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
re» | the redemption of our body, . IEA 
nd | - Uſeg,-Uſe of inquiry. If it be. the 
p- | defirable- priviledge of. the Saints toi, be 
ri- | brought immediately unto Chriſt, by cheix 
{-} death, then it may be profitable and uſeful 
re- | for us to inquire-into the cauſes, -why 
n- | many Chriſtians are ſo far from deſiring it, 
wry | & cheartully ſubmitting unto.death,asthat 
en, | they tremble at it, and ſeem toflye fromir. 
xm | What is the reaſon that they are fiill in 
af- | bondage to the fear of death, notwith- 
64-- | Ov ftanding 


_—_ 


tumed as a bed of fpices'by Chritt's lying 
therein: Now thercfore., for ſatisfaction to 
this cafe, and withalt to-remove and cure 
this uncomfortable - ditiemper, I thall lay 


+ down' briefly fore of ' the chief cauſes, | 


* whence this fear may ariſe. 


-'1'Firſt,it may ariſe from a natural-principle | 


of ſelt-preſervation.For God hath planted 
-this infiind& of nature inevery part ot the 


. *Excation,tolabour to preſerve its being, and. 


ſecure it ſelf from d:flolution. Hence fiitis 
that nature, abhorring avacuity. or emptt- 
nef'in any part of the univerſe, beeauſe'it 


tendeth to deſtruction,for the preſervation | , 


thereof, cauſeth inthe creatures motions 
contrary to their inchnations;'caufing the 
air'to \deſcend to fill up vacuities in the 
. earthly clement; and the water'to aſcend, 
Toutrary to its nature, to ſupply the room 
and* abſence of 'the forced air, which 'we 


ſee in ſeveral experiments and'ordinary in- | 


ventions.. - And this' principle appeareth 
in"every particular 'creature, naturally a+ 
voiding, whatfoever threatneth or tendeth 


__ wo its deffration; © Biie' to come *nearer 


tothe caſc: of humane difſblution.We nab 


may 
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"ftand'vg the ſting thereof is takenaway 
by the deſtruQion of fin, and the grave'per. 


parally ſhun whatſoever we apprehend | 


F in the fate of ſeparation. TY 
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may offex violence to us, and are ſubjed to. 


{ ſudden paſſions at the approach of cruelty 5. 


yea nature put in mind of a weakneſs. in 
atiy part of the body, maketh ſlrongelt xe- | 
parations and fortifieth that place where 


' a. breach was made : a-broken- bone: well 


{t becometh ſironger then before. And 
hence it is that (through fear. we decline 
anycminent danger,and labour to preſerve 
our natural. beings , refifting diflolution; 


-as the-greateſt natural evil. Therefore the 


Philoſophcr called death yocopmy pofeyorarer 


- the molt terrible of terribles; and Fob, the 


King of terrors, Jeb, 18. I 4+ This. natural 
fear was in. Chriſt himſelf, as he was:man, 


' when the approached hisdeath and-ſuffe- 


rings z- who through a conflict of nature 
defired to be delivered from them; Mat.26. 


.39. O my Father,if it be poſsiblelet this 'eup 


paſs from me.And yet there was no ſign it, 
becauſe it wasa natural defire, and that for 
4 moment.,:ſuddenly overcome by reaſon 
and deliberation, or a ſhort ſuſpention, 
quickly ſubdued by a voluntary ſubmillion. | 
and firm reſolution, the ſpirit being wil- 
ling, but the: fleſh weak in Chriſt himſelf 
But grace doth-not only teach to deny felf 
but is:alſo powerful to ſubdue our natura 
wills and inclinations to the will of- God; 

| as 
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as it wasalſo in Chriſt, neverthelels wot my 
will, but thine be done. 


| Secondly, It may proceed from immode-: | 


ratc love, and inordinate affections to the 


world, and the things of thispreſent life, - 


And there is a great pronenefs in believers 
themſelves, to + ive too- much liberty to 
earthly and worldly affeQions, and to take 
too much delight and content in the good 
things of this life, which are but benz cor- 
porzs, the goods of the body. Theſe things 
are \nares unto us in our lite, and as ſtocks 
to. the feer' of the foul at the time of de+ 
parture.-" 
tenure and hold of theſe delights upon 'a 
fick-bed; to take our laft farewel, and 
ſhake hands with near and dear relations 


tohave our cyes cloſed, and no more to be. | 


opened upon theſe viſible comforts 3. and 


to ſuffer the pillow: co: be 'drawn, away. 
from our heads, that we-may yicld up our 


ſpirits to a more cafe and free paſlage ? 


Certainly, if we were more .crucihed to' | © 
the world, and ſtrangers in it, we thould' 


far more willingly leave” it; whereas, 
through the love of it, we are ſtill hoping 
for a- longer time and continuance in It, 
and that God would fiill add: either more 
yeares: to our dayes, or atleaſt more dayes 
£0 


' How loth are weto let:go our 
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to-our.years. Were not the ſtakes of our 


| worldly delight drove ſo deep and ſtrong- | 


ly faltned in the carth,ourcarthly taberna- 


| cles would more cafily be diflolved. The 


cxcatures in themſelves. are good); and life 
1s not only ſweet in it (elf, bur as it is alſo, 
ratio poſsidendi, our tenure of 'thems they 
are but for one life, without renewing the 
leaſe thereof. Therefote for the looſening 
_ of. theſe cordes and ſtakes, confider how 
much . better one Chriſt is, then all the 
creatures and one God, then. a thouſand 
worlds z and the glory of heaven, then 
the ſuperticial varniſh and. beauty of the 
whole earth. If ye be. Chriſtians and 
riſen with Chriſt, take the Apobtles; coun+ 


| ſel, Col. 3. 1, 2,3, Zn7073..74 418, ſeek 


thoſe things which are above, where. Chriſt 
fitteth at the right hand of God, and 
openers T7 axe, ſet your affeftions on things 
above, and not ou things on tbe earth, for 


| ye eredead ,and your life is hidwith Chriſt 
| in God, When Chriſt wba # our life ſhall 


appear, then' ſhall ye alſo apprar with him 
in glory, Therefore ( ſaith, he) mortifie - 
your members which are xpon tbe. eartb; 
inordinate affetions, evil concupiſcence, and 
covetouſneſs which » Jdolatry. Chriſtie 
ans, take heed - of faſtning your gg 
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fhoald: teſtifhe your love to him, by ſuffe. | 
ring for his ſake and the Goſpel, and 
that unto the death ; and if worldly at 
fecions diſcompole the ſpirit, and render 
beleivers unfit for a natural diffolution, 
how much more will they entangle ina 
time of perſecution. And- what will # 


Pm a man, if he gain the whel: 
70 


ſhall | loſe it, and whoſoever will 1 


life for my ſake ſhall find it, Mat 
23; 24. Remember, that Chrifi Is yout 


lite, and the: cauſe and fountain of- life, and | 
if you loſe life it felf for him, you will 
find it again in him. zec . propter 'vitam | 


viventd: 


Pons cauſam, venture not the 
lofing 0 


Chrift, which is far better- - | 
Thirdly, This fear of death may flow 
from a want of a clear evidence-of at 
intere& in Chriſt. When. a Chriſtian 
"evidence for | heaven isdarke and dubious, 
the: white ſtone Nurred, and the new name 


hardly legiblez when ncither his own]. 


ſpirit 


herez it may be Chriſt may . require you | 


and loſe bis own ſoul ?. For faith} 
our Saviour, whoſoever . will ſave hy- -tfe; | 

| 
- 16. 


Chriſt-himſclf for: this life ſake. | 

This was Pazls preſent caſe 'wnd tonditi] ,; 
on in my Textzhe, was willing to ſuffer,and | 
by ſuffering for Chriſt, to: depart unto 


SEAETETSSERLE 


] favour of God is withdrawn, by removing; 
his ſypporting preſence, and the Devil by 
| trong aflaults and: temptations:takes ad+ 


md comfort. Methinks T hear | (uch @-. 


—_ D—— 


' beno more ſeen. It iscxcceding hard'for 


' bopeful,ar leaſt, if not a full and ſatisfacto- 


ſpirit, nor Gods-ſpirit beareth full witneſs, 


Devid, PAI. 39.13. O ſpare me, that 1 


ages. And let this comfort and ſupport- 


in the ſlate of ſeparation. 9g 
or. give: in a clear teſtimony to. adoption 
and reconciliation 3 in this cafe eternity is 
terrible, and the face'of death, andits ap= 
pearance, cxceeding gnaſttul, - Sometimes 
the death of the Godly is a ſtreight paſo: 
ſage, and a darke entrance, when cogether 
with the pangs of diſſolution, the guilt of 
fn appearcth-\ to conſcience, the wonted 


rantage of weakneſs to vex and difquiet: 
the ſoul ſtriving; and ſtrugling tor ſupport 


heart Gry-out in the words of: the Prophet 
may recover ftrength, before I go bence, and 


a'Chriſtian to venture to launch forthrinto” 
eternity upon uncertainties, and withoutai 


ry perſwaſion of happineſs 'and: ſalvation-- 
In: this caſe the ſoul hath ne other help, 
but to roul it ſelf upon mercy; by renewing 
the a&s of faich upon Chriſt, to itay it (dF 
upon'\God, though hiding his face; and” 
fixongly to reſt and rcly upon the rock of 
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in ſuch an hour of trouble and tryal, that E 


when thou droppeſt into eternity, :and 


ſeemeſt to fall 'in-the ac of diffolution . 
inco eternal ſorrow, then the everlaſting | 


arimes are ready to receive thee,and as ſoon. 
as ever death cloſeth the eyes of thy body, 
thy foul ſhall ſee the glorious face of God 
himſelf, to thy everlalting, though unex- 
pected joy. Therefore imitate -and fol- 


low the Reps of Chriſt thy forerunner, | 
who in the ſame condition of deſertion | 
excrciſcd faith ' upon the crols, ſaying, | 
Mat. 27. 46. My God, my God, why haſt | 
thou forſaken me ? © 'F- 


- Fourthly, The Saints may be ſubje&- 
to the fear of death, and not chearfully 
ſubmit unto it, from their ignorance of the 
ſtateof heaven, and their happineſs with 
God hereafter. It is a received axiome 
ignoti nulla cupido, we cannot defire what: 
we do not know and apprehend. + And: 
though the greateſt part of what we know 
here, be the leaſt part- of what we know 
not. but ſhall know hereafter,for we know '! 
but in part 3 yet moſt Chriſtians arc guilty 
of neglect & unexcuſable ignorance,in that 
they might know far more of the ſtate of 
heaven then they doc. It is true what | 


the beloved Diſciple and Apalile aflerts, 
1 Joby 
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1'Fobn 3. 2+ Beloved, now. are we the Sous 
of God, and it doth not yet. appear what we 
fhall be; but ' we know.we ſhall. be; like him 


for -we ſhall: ſee bim as be..-is. i The: Scrip< 


turesare not altogether filet in- revealing; 
So the glorious; mmheritance of; the'! Saints. 
thatthough wearenot able in:out:underfian- 
ding, while we are in the body, to behold; 
ſo great a glory, had it. been fully revcaled; 


yet ſo much is revealed thereof unto us; 
| that we may in the promiſes thereof dife. 
'] \cerne and contemplate ,” as we, doe 'the * 
| glory of the Sun/by its Teflexion. in ill: 
1] waters. For as it; is. writteng: 1:Cor, 2. 9 


Eye. hath not ſeen, "nor ear. beard, neither 
bave entred into: the beart of man, the things. 
which God : heath revealed: unto. them that 
love bim; but-as-it followeth 1a the next; 
verſe,” God 'bath revealed them: wnto w:by: 
his ſpirit 3 for the ſpirit ſearcheth all things, 


yea the deep things :of God; among; which' 


are profunda:celi, the high: or deep things: 
of heaven... It would be endleſs to gather 
together thoſe :-pieces of |; heaven; which 
like-zich. pearles- and: ſparkling:diamonds; 
lyei-{cattered up. and down: the Scriptures. 
Letevery high and hcaven=born ſoul look 
more after his» portion;;-and-ſpend- fnore 
une in ſyrveying that. inheritance-incor- 
610 = ruptidl- 
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Eeferved” in the heavens' for: him. This 
will fweeten'-the thoughts of 'death, and 
ixxngthen ithe foul to'cncounter the King 
of terxrours\/ ' Who would: not endure the 


ſirougeſt-paites for heavenly pleaſures? 
wh woald'wor/ ſhoot chir glph for eter 


nal 'gain'?? .'who would not +dare' to dye 


once; that: he might live,and never dye: | 


more ?: yea 'who would not depart, that: 
hemighe be: with Chriſt? 


> Uſe- 4. PFhen ſuffer the word of exhor- | 
tation': and firſt, 1-t every natural men ac-. | 
cept-of a" friendly call to provide and-pres: : 


pare for the day and hour of his diffoluti- 


on.” Conlider-wherefore thou art come 
meo'the world; and 'how thou'mayft cloſe: 
thy-dayes in peace. Wherefore hath God: | 


given theea being, and' breathed into thy: 
noſtrils: the brearh'of life ?* Why did not 
ſhe that:bare'thee miſcarry- before ſhe had 
reckoned her months; that:irhou waſt not 


the untiocly-fruir of the womb?why watt! | 


thon notiſtifled/in'the” birth,and-:the Tong 


expeQations of him'thitbegat thee fruſtrate | 


with the' news of a {tilbori child? or why. 


diedſithou'notin thine Infancy, as a blof«' 
ſome withered" through ſudden blafting >: | 


By:how 'many* preveiiting and -preſerving 
6:07 k p 10s 


Fyptible,undefiled;o& that fadethrnot away y | 
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* providences hath thy life been renewed an4 
continued unto thee, that thou fill draw* 


eſt thy breath, and (walloweſft thy ſpittle ? 
what account cank thou give of the golden 


' talent of time God hath betruſted thee 


withal, upon every motnent whereof de- 
pendeth eternity ? Call to mind the dayes 
that are paſt and gone, and. ſhall return no 
more, and cxamine the ſhort periods and 


| diviſions of time never to be recalled 3 
' Which thou haſt ſpent cither idI:ly and 
- impertinently ,. or for the-moſt part ſin- 
- fully and prophanely. Art thou born to 


fin? or doſt thou . therefore fin, that thou 


; mayſi ſhorten thy dayes,by: haſtening to fill 


up. the meaſure of thine iniquity ? why 
ſhould thou dye before thy time? Is 
there no meaſure of fin;or bounds of pro- 
faneneſ(s, that thoy drinkeſti in fin, as the 
fiſh the water, and draweli: iniquity with 
cart ropes and the cords of - vanity ? O 
make not ſo much haſt to hell, thou wilt 
be there coo ſoon; but turn at reproofe, 


' and to day, whileſt it is called to day, 


harden not. thy heart : who knoweth what 
2 night may bring forth , or whether 
thine eyes (ſhall (ce. the light of another 
day ? Compoſe a while thy wandring un- 
ſ:tled thoughts, and if thou-canfi be ſexjous 
at ſuch a ſolemn afſembly.and ſad _— 
H 2 "=o 


A. 


I00 The Souls Aſcenſion 
tell me if thou canſt venture this night 
thy eternal condition tb be determined 
upon thee by a ſudden diflolution? Art 
thou ready tobe -uncloathed, and to lyc 
down inthe duſt of death? or doft thou 
- not tremble at the thoughts of it, 
as ' a poor linful creature, amazed, 
diſtraged ,, and confounded in thy 
ſelf through the fear of death, and hell 


that followes it ?*' Oh caſt not away To 
' precious a ſoul, though thou haſt hitherto | 


made it a ſervant to fin, and a drudge to 


Satan. If thou kneweſt the worth of an 


immortal ſpirit, thou wouldeſt not barter 


it -away to thei Devil for ſuch ſhort and' 


empty 'pleaſures, nor expole it to the ra- 
pine. of _— to_be defiled and de- 
flowred; but oh the contrary,by all means 


and unwearied'paines, ſeek: the deliverance | 
and falvation-thereof from cternal miſery, |} 
and everlaſting'ruine', which ſhall be ine-* . 


vitable, without true and unfcigned repen-' 


tance. © That I-may'/now catch thee in thy. 


fall, and pull thee out-of the fire, and 
through compaſſion ſave a ſoul from death: 


( for knowing the  terrour of the Lord 
we perſwade men }) oh refit nor the' | 
counttll of God to thy degrucion; but ac-' 


ccpt of 'diretion from an unworthy labou- 


reriin'the Lords vineyard, who ſhall re+ 
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| ſmall and great, ſtand before God; and the 


| 
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Joyce to becomean' inſtrument of bringing. 
thee in to God, that thou mayeſt be tran- 
ſlated from the power of darkneſs into 


| the Kingdom of his dear Son. 


Firit, Search the Scriptures, and make 


them the impartial judge of thy condition. 


Examine thy heart and wayecs by the in» 
fallible touchRone of the word of God, 
and try the. reQitude or declination of 
thy foul by this line and plummet. The 
word of God 1s the true ſtandard and ex- 
a ballance of the SanQuary; by which, - 
if thou wouldeſt not be deceived, thou 
maycſt know thy preſent, and. canſequent- 
ly thy future cftate to eternity. Therefore 
open this booke, and in obedience to this 
preſent call of God unto thee; take and 
read, and judge thy (elf, that thou mayeſt 
eſcape the final condemnation and judge= 
ment of God, when this book , with the 
reſt of thoſ} bookes mentioned by 
Saint Foh# in his Revelation, ſhall be ope- 
ned, Rev. 20. 12. Avi I ſaw the dead, 


bookes were opened; and \anotber books was. 
opexed, which is the hook of Isfez and the dead 
were judged 'out of choſe things, which were 
written in the bookes, according to their 
workes, Friend, God will not judge thes 
by another law and rule then what he 

| H 3 hath 
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hath revealed unto thee; for he is rights= 


ous in judgement. And though the hea- 


then, that have not this law of God re- | 


vealed unto them, ſhall be judged without 
it, even by the light of nature, and the 
law of their own conſcie nces , whereby 


they are a law unto themſelyes, yet they. 


that have it , ſhall be judged by it, Rom, 


2.12, 13, 14, 15. For as meny as have | 
finned without law , ſhall alſo periſh with- 


out law, and as many as bave ſinned in 


the law, ſhall be judged by the law, &c. | 
And think not to plead 1gnorance in that 'Þ 


day, for that will be but toplead guilty 


alſo, where God hath afforded ſo much -* 


meanes of knowledge. For God hath not 


calt thy lot and habitation in a land | 


_. of darkneſs, but of light, and under the 
plain and powerful miniftery of the Goſpel, 


under which thou canſt not be ignorant, | 


unleſs thou thutteſi thine eyes againſt 


the truth, and loveſt darkneſs rather theu | 
nt, that thou mayecſi fin more ſecurely. | 


ercfore ſuppoling,through charity, that 
thou art not waolly ignorant and unac- 
quainted with the myſteries of the Goſpel, 
and the rule of righteouſneſs contained 1n 
the holy Scriptures, let me engage thee to a 
{elf examination by them, as being able q 
| make 


LR 
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| thec, which Pax! put to Agriphe, 


| make, thee wilt, tO AID: But give 
me leave. however topur | {I 


Atts 26. 27. King Agipes. ine they . 
the Prophets? Belcivelt thou the Scrip- 
tures? if thou belciveſt, -why-.trembleſ 
thou not at the wrath of God proclaimed, 


and his judgment denounced againk fin, 


| and fanners f But how canſt thou belcive, - 
* | and ſtill perſevere in prophaneneſs, and a 
| wicked and licentious converſation ? 


Suppoſe thou ſhouldefi ſee one of thy old : 


'S ACQualntance and companions 10 iniquity 
| now 4n. torments, arile out of his' grave, 
| and hear bim xclate with cxumbling and a- 


lopiſhment the miſerable cliate of the 


| damned in hell, and the uvexpreſſible 


Paines they cndure there, and withal, m 
ling proſtrate. at thy, feet, with cryes and - 


' teares be(cech thee to xepent and accept of 


the riches af mercy now offered uato thee 


| in the Goſpel, that thou mighteli not 
| periſh in the ſame condemnation and de- 


ficuRiorz would not this ſcare and. affright 


' thee, or worke in. thee a feriqus xexexion 


vpon thy ſinful condition? Now. hath not. 
the eternal God,and Jeſus Chrilt,the faith- 
ful and true witnels, declared: the ſame 
unto thee by the word of truth, whick 

4 cannot 
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_ "cannot be broken or changed, and'dofi F: 


thou remain ill ſecure' and obſiinate? | - 
Tt is. to be feared', if © thou beleive | Sc 
not the report- of God, that thou |. 


wouldeſt' not beleive the report of man, | 
though 'God” ſhould miraculouſly call'up 
the dead to warne thee. As Abrabam | 
told the rich man in hell, intreating him # 

ſend Lazarus from the dead unto bis Fas | 
thers bouſe, to bis five brethren, to teſtifie } 
#uto them leaſt they ſhould come to that place ] 


of torment,” Luke. 16.29, 31- They have | © 


Moſes and the Prophets, let them bear them; | 
and if they bear ot Moſes, nor the Prophets, | 
ueither will they beperſwaded though one } 
roſe from the dead. Hearken therefore not - 
only to Moſes and the Prophets, but to a ] 
preater then Moſes, to'Chrift and his holy 
Apoftles, by whom the counſel of God, | 
and his good, aud perfe&, and acceptable 

will, are ſufficiently made known unto the * 
Sons of men. ' For theLord.Feſus ſhall be | 
repealed from beaven, with his mighty An- |] 
gels, in flaming fire,taking vengeance onthem 
that know” not God, and obey not the Goſpel 
of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 2 Theſlal, x. 8: 
Letevery ſoul then'cnquire after God, and 
examine the eyidences of his ſal vation, the 
es 2 rae. grouuds 
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f | grounds of his hope, the fruits of repen- 


te? | -rance, the ſignes of: regeneration, and the 


t | Scripture markes and chara{ers of a found 
|. and ſaving faith in Chriſt Jeſus, For 


without faith it is impoflible to pleaſe God, 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee hins and 
without repentance, and .regeneration. no 


ſalvation: T herefore be not deceived, but 
, | ſearch the Scriptures daily whether theſe 


ife | things be ſoor no. 


: Secondly, ſet the fear of. God and his 


| | wrath before your eyes continually.. Con- 


fider O ye Sons of. men, in whoſe preſence 
ye are at all times, yea when ye are moſt 
retired from the eycs of men; who-can 
ſtrike y ou dead in the af of 1in, though 
never'{o ſeeretly committed; ſtand in_ awe 
therefore and. fin not,'for the -patience of 


| God to every carnal ſoul perfiſting in re- 


bellion and diſobedience, is but a preſent 
ſuſpenſion of eternal wrath, which may 
ſuddenly break forth, and begin in tempo« 
ral ' judgements-upon, them. And take 
heed of interpreting the filence of God 
to be his allowance of fin; for becaxſe fen- 
tence againſt an evil work, is not executed 
ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the Sons of 
men is fully ſet in them to doe evil, Eccle. 


$. 11. Whereas if the Lord ſhould "_m_ 
| | iS 
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his wrath immediately wpan cvery profane} 


perſon in thea&t-of fin, what fear would" 
ſurpriſe your hearts? who would {wear al 


rofane oath if he were (ure todye as ſoon] ma 
as the word 1s outof his mouth? who would ] Ron 


commir adultery , if he were to be thruſt} 
through with a {word in the a&t of his Þ 1 dif! 
uncleanneſs? who would fleal his neigh>? ip 
bours. goods, if he weire perſiwaded, | ws 
he ſhould be immediately flaned to death? } 
what druukazd would yenture upon ex- | | ac 
, ceſs, if he apprehended every unmode- _ 
rate draught to be (0. much deadly poyſog | , 
to defixoy him 7 Or who would exalt | * 


AQ. 
FT) 
j-] 


himſclf againſt God and his. people if he Up 
beleived, that the earth would preſently - mk 
open her mouth, and ſwallow him up | 


quick? And is the wrath of Gud le(s fears: iro 
full, becauſe through patience it is defexred | :* 


in che execution ot juſtice, and xecompen(e mY 
upon ungodly ment? For ye arc notonly jw ; 
by. nature the children of wxath, but bes bro 


cauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of Ne 
God upon the children of diſobcdience, 7 - 
Epbef. 5.6. Therefore let no man deceive A 
himſelf with vain confidence and pre- 
ſumption, as if God had aid in vain, that 
he will render to every man according to | <4 
his deedes. Unto thew that are. e00Venons th. 

an | 


5%. 


 #r the ſtate of ſeparation. 167. 
T4 -nd obey not the truth.,but obey unrighteouſ- 
TJ neſT, indignation and wrath, tribulation aud 
has onguiſh #port every ſoul of man that ' doth 
evil, of the Few firſt, and alſo of the Gentile, | 
Rom. 2. 8, 9, O that ye would ſet the 
[Lord before your eyes, and his conſuming 
4 9ifplcaſure, when ye are venturing upon 
14 any a& of tolly and iniquity ; poſſibly this 
24 might reſtrain corruption, and check your 
7 violent lufts, ready to break out mto pra- 
7 Riſe and actual commiſſion. What are the 
1 damned ſuffering in hell, for the fame fins 
| that ye are committing daily £ Bethink _ 
4 your felves how ye ſhall endure thofe tor- 
ments; or rather, that ye may eſcape 
them , labour to foreſee'them, and preſent 
them to the face of your ſtout and head- 
ſirong corruptions. When the temptation 
1s before you, the place preſent, and the 
company of evil workers ready to joyn ' 
with you in any unlawful and finful enter- 
priſe or deſign, remember that hell'is kin- 
dled,and the flames thereof aſcend for ever. 
| 1s not a fiery furnace hot enough or a bot- 

tomleſs pit deep enough to terrifie your 
| {nſelef6 fpirits? Or canye endure tobe 
ever burning in that furnace, and ever 
falling in that pi:? Our Saviour tells thoſe 
that offend his little ones, Matth, we 

at 


- © Wy mn a wee. KR Ex 
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That it were, better a milſtone were banged | 
about their necks,audthey caſt into the bottom | 
of theſea. Were there any hope for ſuch | 
to ariſe from perithing under the mighty | ers 
waters? And is there not much more | faſhi 
weight in the infinite wrath ofan onmis_ [ark 
potent God, to fink you down to the ne-] fair 
thermoſt hell, and to keep you anne the | mite. 
toami billowes and ra ing and roaring {pon 
A the Lake of wart _ x3 
O that ye would confider this, ye that? aſhes 
forgets God, leaſt he tear you in pieces, and'Jo 
there be none to deliver you , Pſal. 50. Tno y 
22. Venture not the day of Gods diſplea-. Tight 
ſure, and provoke no longer omnipotency.” Arke 
to appear againſt you, leaſt the roaring lion. deep 
ſeize upon the prey 3 and ſay not peace] of he 
and ſabety,for ſudden deftrucion ſhallcomeÞ] came 
upon the wicked, as travail upon a woman'] tþ 
with child, and they. ſhall not eſcape. ] 
Ceaſe your mocking ;, ye that ſcoffeat the] 
threatnings of God , that fay, . /et him: 
make ſpeed and baſten bis worke , that mi] 
may ia; 2t, and let the counſel of the boly ont} w 
of Iſrael Hrew nigh and come, that we may} A 
know it, Tſai. 5. 19. How ſoon the Lord} 
may come in wrath and judgment upon} 
you, ye know not; and all that ſpend their! 
dayes in vanity, ſhall goe downto the of +] 
grave | 
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@ Jorave ina moment,” How ſoon doth "the 
on. [cloud ariſe which at length covereth the 
ch] whole heavens, and the ratling ' thun- 
ty [ders make you tremble , and the white 
dre | flaſhings of lightning tura you into 
nis. [darke holes to hide your heads? how 
ne-{ fair a morning had the wicked Sodo- 
the] miter, when the Sun aroſe ſo gloriouſly 
ng: ypon their City, and by and by a ſhowr 
efJot fire and brimſtone turned all" into 
ut" Jaſhes * And hew did the (ecurity ofthe 
nd | o1d world, deceive them , when they took 
»9:. [no warning by Noab the preacher of 
ez {righteouſneſs , nor by the building of the 
cy-TArke, until the fountains of the great 
on-fdeep were broken' up, and the windows 
act Jof heayen were opened, and the deluge 
me came; the flouds increafing, and covering 
an] thetops of all mountaines, fo that their 
{was no help in their diſtreſs, but all peri- 
ſhed together in thoſe' ſwelling waters, 
4 6%. 7, latter end. And dare ye ſtill ſcoffe 
Jat the 'meſſengers of the Lord, ſaying, 
4 where 'is the promiſe of his coming # 
Are *not the heavens and the carth 
T kept in' ftore', and reſerved unto fire, 
4 againſt the day of judgement , and per- 
dition of ungodly, men * And this” day 
he of the Lord will come alſo, as a thief in the 
ve} DS #ight, 
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night, in the which the heavens fuall þ 


and the torkes that are therein ſhall be burnt 
up. The Lord is not ſlack, concerning big 


coming,, but is long ſuffering to you-war,. 


net willing that auy ſhould periſh, but that 
all þ 


to be in all boly converſation, and godlineſ1, 
2 Pet. 3. 9, 10,11, of 

T biedly: Then labour to get an intereſt 
in Chriſt before ye die. What rich provi 
fon hath God made for immortal ſouls, 
in {ending the Lord Jeſus Chriſt into the 


world, to ſuffer under the impuration of 
fin, that he might reconcile the diſobed 
cllious hearts of men unto hims | 


{clt? And how often hath this Goſp [| 


ent and rch 


been pitached among you , That. ( 


ſo loved tht world, that be ſent .bit on 


ould come to repentance. Thercforeſee: | 
Ing that ell theſe things ſhall be diſſolved | 
( when heaven and earth ſhall bein] 
flames ) what manner of perſons ought yt | 


bt, in af; | Hox 
away with a great noiſe, and the elementt- 
ſhall melt with fervent heat , the earth alſo, | 


begotten Son, that whoſoever urs es | 

letve in him ſhould #ot periſh, but have &| isthe 
verlaſting life, John 3. 16. Therefore wi md 
are, embaſſedours for Chriſt, as though | preac 
Got did beſeech you' by us; we pray. yit| their 
24 Gbrift's ſtead, be ye ——_— t0 Goa | hear 


q 


How} - 
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[How willing-is Chrift to fave your ſouls, 


5 and to redeem: you from wrath to come? 


Oly let not: your umbelcif fruftrate the grace 
of God,: thereby depriving your felves of 
the benefit thereof ſo freely; offered and 


{ fully-xevcaled:unto you. Is not the golden 


Scepter of grace held forth, andthe royal 


{Standard ſer up; and proclamation made tg 


{ ſinners to: turn and; live? How wilt ye ef- 
cape if ye negle& ſo great ſalvation * 


10 ungrateful ,:and; unworthy »wretches, 


who diſdain and ſlight ſuch reports ob 
'mercy, and the tich'myftery of Gods good 
will: cowards. men in Chrift, . which the 
Angels admiring: bow themſelves, and 
foop: down' to lobk into! x1 Pet. I. 12: 


_ Q ye unbeleivers! Is:it not a. 


of Þfaithful fGaying, and: worthy of alt ac- 
db | ceptation, that Chriſt came into the world 


to:fave finners, whereof ye are the chief * 


pd | What: is the meaning of ſo many pub- 
70] lique Afemblics . every Lords day , and 


4 oi. occafional + comings together upon. 
x] this, or any other providentnl call? what 
&] the meaning; that :ſo'many are ſet apart, 
1 md make it their ftudy and labour to- 
1 preach unto you, whem'ye openly fee im- 
4 their. Pulpits ſpreading their hands, and- 
| hear! themwith ſo much zeal ant tervency 


crying, 
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crying aloud ſpending their very frengely | FT. 


_ and hazarding their healths, and lite. it Þ 41 


_ Calf, in theic - unwearied paines? Is it not 
Chriſt whom we preach, and in whom ye 


ay, that ye beleive? How can ye beleive / 
that wallow in. the mire: of y our unclean: | 
and polluted converſations * How can ye. | 
beleive, that commit iniquity with greedi-' | 
nels, and-bluſh not ac your open ſins and; | 
profaneneſ(s? How can ye'bel eive, that make. | * 
the world your God, and prefer the trraſh' | ” 


of the carth before the treaſures of heaven? 


How can ye beleive , that ſeek the honour | 


and praiſe, and favour of men mire: then 
the honour that | is of God, that'ye 
may be. great upon carthz and get- a name 
which ſhall be writtenin the earth:?//Ts it 
not true that all men have net faith?ye tay'' 
ye beleive,and ye have faith,can your faith 
fave you?” can a dead faith, a feigned faith. 


a fruitleſs and a workleſs faith fave you? | 
Can ye prove, or ſhew a true faith without | 
 workes? Give: me leave to try your faith | | 


in regard of the objec of it: Doc ye be-/| 


leive. in - the Lord; Jeſus Chriſt?.. Doe'|ye! | - 


beleive: in that Chriſt, who from the bes 
ginning/ was promiſed to the fore-fathers, 


who ſaw his day, -and rejoyced ? whoin | 


the fulneſs ob time - \appeared inour fleſh; | 
made 
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4; Þ made of. a woman, and under the law, 
it Þ'and took upon him the form of a ſervant 
*-who ſuffered fo much ſhame, and reproach 


' by the contradiien of finners, andi at 


OY 


t- laſt an accurſed death, the death of the 
croſs, for the ſatisfaction of divine juſtice, 
[and appealing of the wrath of God, fo 
highly provoked: by the fins of men ; who 
aroſe from the graye, having overcome 
|-and broken the bands of death, toaſſure 
{unto us our juſtification z who laſtly af- 
'cended into the higheſt heavens, and is 
{there interceeding for his people, and ru- 
{| -ling and reigning till he overcome all his 


"enemies, whence he ſhall come again and 


appear the ſecond time without {in, unto 


'the final judgement of the world, and the 


fuli- Glvation' of all that beleive in him ? 
Why then do ye ſay in- yoarſelves, or isit 


| \not the language of our: unbeleiving 


' hearts, who ſhall aſcend into heaven to 


bring Chriſt from above; and: who ſhall 


| deſcend into the deep to bring up Chriſt 
again from the dead? What firange fancies 


have ye in your mindes of Chriſt, and be- 


| living in Chriſt? Is not: your faith a 
. fancy? O that: the word: of. faith were 


nigh unto'you, even im your -hearts, the 
word of fatth which we preach / _ 
--T:.- 5 that 
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::Tthat.ye. would 1 beleive our. report, when : 
; we: preach, Chriſt,, and him crucified, as | 


we have cyidently. ſer. hini, forth. crug'- 
-Hed, among you. , Beſides, if,ye had faith, 


- 35.4 grain: of, muſiard ſeed , ..it would 
ſoon. manifeſt its Celt by the rowth of 
rom it, It 


. «lt, and (the fruits that proceedfro 
- -;won:1d,be a Chriſt, prizing faith, E) heart 
puri fying:. faith , a, world ,, conquering 
and; crucifying . faith), it would be. 2 
<1Sainf loving, and, a . ſoul, humbling 


__ - ith, it would work . jn.you the. .tear 


of, God.,,. and _ the. fear, of fin, , a Joye 
te the trwh, and, to every, grdinance, of : 
Chriſt; it would, make conſcience tendey, 
and the hcart. fincere, and .upright, with 
God 5. yea; it_would render, holineſs beay- 
tiful, .ahd lovely, and,all che, wayes apd 
commands of,the., Lord, delightful - .and 
cabez belides// it, would make. future things 
[preſent & and; preſent things, abſent, and. 
as if 'ithey werent, and yet the. beleiving | 
ſoul. inherits. all things, and poſſcfleth all - 
things. ; 111.) 


:' The: njrattl of faith is Fl pleaſant, joy- FX; | 


ful, and glorious a&, through the cran-, 
feendent: jang.. unſpeakable Excellency, of 
Chriſt che-obje thereof. , Now. if theſe | 


things be a myſtery unto you, and your | 


hearts 


T | R. in theftate of ſeparation. 1s 
nl | hearts wholly firangers. unto. then, ,Jogk 
to. the Goſpel more ſcrioully, and..ac” 
'F'* | quaint your {elves further with the riches 
of the myſtery, of Chriſt, even theriches 
[of mercy, and the unſcarchable treaſures 
ot 'of Chriſt, and be no more faithleſs, but 
.a beleive, If ye were but ſenhble of the 
'wantsof yourſouls;as ye are of the Rraights 
ws | and neccllities of your bodies, it would 
1* Þ not be ſo hard toperſwade you to come.to 
"S | Chriſt. the greac treaſury of all ſupplies 3 
Fal who hath gold for che poor, and eyc-ſalve 
" | for the bling, and white. raymenr. for. the 
P* { naked, Rev. 2. 13. Now are not ye thus 
1 p9Pgand bling and naked;and conſ;quent- 

ly wretched and miſerable? And how frees 


a | 


" 1y doth Chriſt offer himſelf co. become. all 
F* | fulneſs unto you, who is made of God unto 


nd All that beleive, wiſdom and righteouſne(s, 
o {and ſandification, ,and redemption ? 
9 Þ 1 Cor. ,1..30., what ſure, foundation 
% | can ye build upon, if Chrilt be not the R 
[corner 1{tone, and rock of your truſt and 
| | contidence ? and to whom will ye goe for 
| eternal life, if ye refuſe him, and xejed the 
a +] counſell of God, . by perfiſting in unbeleif 
i | and impenitency ? I can, aſſure you from 


_ 
- 


{ "x the word of God, that other foundations 
pw | cq 0 man lay , then is laid by feſus Chriſt. 


I 2 1 Cor. 


. *Ted'to ay Harden not your hearts, Cc refuſe 


7 
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'1 Cor. 3.11. Neither i there ſalvation in any be. | 
' other for there;is none other name under beaven | h 
given among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, | 
' Acts 4.12>.To day therefore,whillt it is cal- 4 
"not hit” that- ſpeaketh from heaveri, le "oF 
'you' periſh? ii your' unbeleife 3 but lay | he NY 
*Hhald'upon this firength of God, that I 6 

may make peace with him,& ye ſhall make | 0 
peace, /faz. 27.5. For he is our peace, by 7 
\whom we have acce(s with boldneſs unto | 
«the throne of grace; aud be # able to ſaw 
into the uttermoſt all thoſe that come unto |: 
"God by him;Heb 7.25. O ftnners/ beleive 
"the Lord Jefus Chriſt, and ye thall'be 
ſaved every'foul of you 3 your tins thall be 
blotted. out,” and your 'iniquity ſhall be; 6 1Þ 
'remembred no more; and receive him, © 
who is ready to receive you, and to bleſs | 
you with all ſpiritual bleflings, that ye may 
be the. children'of God, and heires of the 


promiſes, and of ecerhdl life in the king: the 
dom of heaven. i 


Secondly, The exhortation is allo to al 
Chriſtians z for to ſuch my text hath 
more ſpecial relation, even to thoſe, who 
with their : hearts belcive, and love the] 
Lord Jeſus'' Chriſt in "tincerity z who 
though peradventure they cannot ſo freely 
with 
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with Saint Paxl. dcfire to depatt, yet i 
alc-of departing unfeignedly 'defire ro! b* 
with him. And becauſe ſome of us are cotn© 
o- this place at this time, as Abraham at 


[the cave of Machpelah, to bury thei dead * 
> fout of their ſight, and are mourning for 


the departure of a near relation ; I thall ' 
ſpcake a few words unto them, before IT. 
come to dirc& and counſel Chriftians in | 
vcneral, 

And I ſhall only exhort you, freely 
torelign your relation to Chriſt, and not to” 
mourn, as thoſe, that have no hope, which 
was Saint Pazls counlel to the Theſſalonz- 


be [*' in the like caſe, x Theff, 4. . 13, 14. 
which he prefieth with a ltrong argument, ' 
' {for, ſaith he, if we beleive, that Chriſt died 


ang roſe again : even ſo them alſo which be- 


> jive in Jeſus, will God bring with bim 
which implicth, that they are with God 


and Chriſt. It bzcometh all. that fear 


. {fe Lord, to be. filent in ſubmitting to 


evcry providence of God. It is recorded 
of Aaron, when his two Sons were f]:in 
by an immediate: hand of God, and the 
fre of his diſpleaſure, that after Moſes had 
declared the ' mind of God unto him, he 


beld bis peace, Levit. 10.73. When David 


underſtood the death of his child ,” for 
I 3 which 


the time of. its ſickneſs, be roſe from the 


earth, and waſhed and anvinted biniſelf, 


x 


worſhipped, 2 Sam. 12.20. The patience 


of Fob is ſet forth in Scripture for an cx- | 


ample to all belcivers, who, when he had 
heard out the relatzon of the evil tidings, 
which his [ad. meſſengers brought unto 


him, of his great loſſes in cate, and allo 


of the ſudden death of all his children, 
glorified God under all, Fob 1. 21. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, How then 
ſhould Chriftians not oaly labour to ſub- 
mit, but willingly and chearfully Catisfie 


and quiet their ſpirits, when they part with. | 


Relations upon ſuch Comfortable terms, 


that no ſooner they are out of their ſight, 


but they are immediately with Chriſt! It 
is true, nature is ſirong in her affeions, 
and loth to let go the poſſcflion of any pre- 
ſent comfort, and therefore cannot but 
. diſcover her paſſions, when ſhe is bereaved 
of near enjoyments. And this ſeemeth to 
be the ground of ſorrowin the breach and 
diſſolution of natural bonds, even a long 
continued abſence, or an imagination of 
never ſeeing departed friends any poſes 


i 
i 
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which he mgurned ſo exceedingly during | 


and went into the houſe of the Lord and. 


Is x the ſlate of ſeparation. 


the* dead are not; as ignorant perſonsare:: 
ready to entertain ftrange notions'thereot: 
Buf however natural men niay immode-' 
rately ' mourn - upon ſuch 'apprehentfions 


/ of the ſtate of 'the” dead;* or which: we - 


may add }) of' the preatneſs of their own 
loſs in ſuch a caſe; who know/not' howto 
value or prize acreature comfort with 'any 
moderation, becaiiſe they mind'yot a'grea+ 
tcr'and betrer portion * yet" where niture 
hath 'been at ſchool, and under the teach- 
itig' and inftrudtion ot orace, in” \ thoſe, 

who underſtand, and arc-acquainted with 


| thetruths of the Goſpel; and the myReries 


of Chriſt; ' how' ſhould all ſuich'manifeſt a 


- more noble and heavetily pririciple, Even 
thegrace'they haveireceived, in'adorning 


their profecfiion;' and juſtifying the''trath 
and'worth of religion;by a comely, graci- 
ous; ſolid and ſweet' behaviour and Qe- 
meanure 'of” themfclves under Tach provi- 
defiecs?; | #9 bY 

'The faithful pare with their ſpiritual 
Relations' at their? diffolationz%upon the 
grotnds'of heavenly: promotion, wherein 
they ſhould* be miorefree; then thoſe that 
cantake'a jovfil faxewell of 'theirinearefſt 
friends for engine of ary prefer- 
I {> 3 ment; 


if, not a conctit of- annihilation, and - chier 
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ment. Let the Godly husband therefore 
rejoyce under his ſorrow, and rather weep 
for joy that the wife of his boſomis 
tranſ)ated into the boſome of Abrabam, and 
taken into the. preſence. and embraces of 
Chriſt her heavenly head 'and husband ; 
now knowing her no more after the fleſh, 
but in Chriſt, in whom all natural rclati- 


ons are fpiricualized by the medicinal 


union ; of fellow memberſhip in his body, 
which 1s the church and the ſpouſe of 
Chriſt. And lct the off-ſpring and children 
of ſuchaparent no longer look with teares 
upon the womb that bare: them, the papps: 


that gave them ſuck, and the tender bow-, 
els of her that now ccaleth to care for. 
them ; but unto the Lord, with whom - 
the fatherleſs tind mercy, and the orphans. 


ſuccour and releif, when they put - their 
truſt in him, and' cali their cares and bur- 


thens upon kim, How ſoon would tears: 


dry upon our cheeks, and our fighs' and 


ſobbs turn into ſongs, could 'we ſee the - 
heavens. open, and not only Chriſt tand-_ 


ing at the right hand of God, but our dear 
and godly relations departed at the right 


hand of:Chriſi,having put off the weedes &. | 


raggs of mortality and; tempural miſery, 
and being clothed with the garments. of 
praiſc, 
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praiſe, and robes of immortality and glory! 
Such a ſight the eye of faith can ſee, 
which peirceth the heavens, and ſeeth 
things inviſible. Therefore let, us not 
think, that the Saints departed are_lefs 
happy» becauſe we are uncafable of be- 
holding their heavenly advancement, like 
Facob deluded by Foſephs brethren, and 
his coat of many colours, which they pre= 
ſented unto him as. toin by wild beaſts; 
whence he concluded, that he was not, 
though yet alive, and in the way to be ad-_ 
vanced to be Lord of Egypt, and the next 
unto Pharaoh in the Kingdom. Our godly 
relations, though dead, are yet alive, and 
we. ſhall ſhortly gae to them, though they 
return not to us. I ſhall ſay no more in 
this caſe but what Chriſt ſaid unto thoſe, 
who. followed him towards his. death la- 
menting him, Lke 23. 28. Weep not for 


, me,but weep for your ſelves & your children. 


In weep we not forthe dead in Chriſt, bar 
let,us weep for our (elves, and mourn over 
our dead hearts and their corruptions,that 
fin ill dwelleth in us, and we cannot ho- 
nour Chriſt as. we deſire, nor doe that 
which we would, the fleſh luſting againſ} 
the ſpirit 3 and withall let us follow Chriſt 
on earth, and the faith & footſicps of thoſe 
w'10 
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who are with him, chat when we depart,we 
may alſo be with Chriſt, which i 15 far better; 

Thus I come at length to'lay down 
ſome ſpiritual direjons and' colinfels' tg 
Chriſtians in general; in reference to their 
comfortable and joyful departing. unto 
Chrilt at theirdifſolution: ,' 

Dire&. I. Labour to rejoyce in be- 
leiving, and ſo 'to exerciſe and a faith. 
upon 'Chrilt, as ſpiritually to rejoyce in 
him. This is a duty incumbent upon 
all beleivers, though all doe not at all 
times attain,nor keep up and maintain this. 
heavenly frame and ſweet temper ot fpirit, 
hot walk mournfully*and' diſconſolately, 

eprefſed by tear, and doubtings concern- 
ing their ſtate-and condition in grace ; de- 
jected by corruption of nature, and the 
motions and Nay of the fcth, the cauſe 


s. 5-5 4+. > 


the gracious green of God ſotmers 
ly enjoyed, and the ligtit of his coun-- 
tenance ſometimes lifted up upon' them; 
vexed allo by Satan troubling their 
peace by his lirong and powerfull tempta- 
rions, who cnvying their comfortable 
and thearful eltate, endeavoureth what he 
can 
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deſtroy them: belides the weighty and 
burthenſome afflitions wherewithall 
many gracious hearts are ſometimes ready 
to' be overwhelmed, had they not ſecret 
ſupports under their opprelſiing tryals. 
To theſe and to all Chriltians,the Apoliles 
exhortation is to rcjoyce in the Lord, Pbzl. 
-7 © And to rejoyce in the Lord alrbayes,and. 
again to rejoyce, Chap. 4+ verſe 4. who 
layeth it down as a character of the true 
ſpiritual circumcifion, to rejoyce in Chriſt 
Jeſus, as well as to worſhip God in the {pi- 
rit, Ph3l.3, 3. Joy is afrwit of the ſpirit as 
much as love, faith, and other graces, 


| among' which it is numbred, Gal. 5. 22. 


And it is eſſential. to the kingdom of hea- 
ven,and the fate of gracein the ſoul, which 


- is righteouſneſs and peace and joy, inthe 
| How. then, 
| ſhould all that are jufiihed by faith , and 


Holy Ghoſt, Rom. I5+ 17. 


have peace with God through Chriſt 
Jelus, rejoyce in .the hope of. the glory 


of God by Chriſt, and in Chriſt himſel{ 


the hope of glory ! Who is there among 
all the people of the Lord, that is not aſha- 
med to fay , he dothnot love Chriſt, and 


doth not ſo far at leaſt teſtifie his faith as / 


to declare his dcfires to belcive in him ? 
Beloved, 
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\ E:nto diſturbe them, though he cannot 


A , id © 


"> 
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Beloved, doe ye love the Lord and beleive 


in him, and can ye not alſo rejoyce in him?, 


Oh that I could ſay of all beleivers, as 
Peter of the bcleiving Jews, and the great- 
neſs of their joy in the incorruptible inhe- 
ritance,and in Chriſt, x Pet. 1. 8. Whom 
having not ſcen ye love, and in whom 
though now ye fee him not, yet beleiving 
ye rcjoyce with joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory. Chear up your ſpirits and lift up 
your heads and hearts, ye drooping Chri- 
tiians, for your departure unto Chriſt is at 
hand, and your ſalvation 1s nearer, then 
when ye firlt beleived. And ye that are 
rich in faith, and heircs of the kingdom, 
look unto the hope ſet betore you, and en- 
dure a little ſhame here, yea, glory in your 
tribulations,and rcjoyce in your ſufferings, 
for your redemption drawech nigh. Know 
ye not in whom ye have beleived, who 1s 
'able to keep what ye have committed to 
his charge, and to fave you to the utter- 
moſt * And rejoyce that ye are made 
partakers not only of, the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, but of his glory, who is ready to 
recerve you into his bofom,and to give you 
poſſcſſion of a glorious inheritance prepa- 
red, reſerved,and (ccured unto you, having 
made' you fons and heires, and appoin- 


ted 
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ted you to be Kings and Priclts uato 
Chrift and his Father. 

Secondly, for the furtherance nd help 
of your joy in the' Lord, make yuur calling 
and election ſure. For hereby an entrance 
ſhall be adminiſftred unto you ' abundantly 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our bleſſed 
Lordaud Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1. 
IO, 11. It is; an uncomfertable flate . 
for a Chritfiian to hang between heaven 
and hell, and in a moving ballance be- 
twixt hope and fear, therefore we ought 
to give diligence, in the ſcarching our 
hearts. aud examining our hopes, that our 
evidences may. be clear, and - our hopes 
lively, through the aſſurance of hope and 
undcriianding. Examine your ſelves whe- 
ther ye be in the faith;knew ye not,thbat Chriſt 
is in you, except ye be reprobater, 2 Cor. 
13» 5. They that. belcive have the evi- 
dence and witneſs in themſelves, the ſpi- 
rit it (elf bearing witneſs with their ſpirits 
that they- are the children of God, Kom. 8. 
16. But we muſt not expect the witne(s 
of the ſpirit of God without the precec- 
ding witneſs of our own ſpirits, whereby 
our evidences are firft figned, and after- 
wards ſealed by the ſpirit of promiſe. 
For 
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For bereby we know, that we duel ; in him, 


and be in us, becauſe he bath given us of 
his ſpirit, x John 4. 13. Unto which 
knowledge we attain, by our reflexion 
- upon the fruits of the ſpirit withia us, 
as an earneſt of the purchaſed poſſeſſion 


for\ us. So that our evilence, ariſcth 
and appcareth , by © a diligent ſcruti- 


ny and inquilition into- the work and 
principles 'of grace within us, and that by 

bringing the word to the heart, and FN 
ing the heart by the word; by comparing 
truths with experiences, and experien - 
ces with truths ; from which premiles 
the enlightened and ſandified conſcience 
draweth the ſweet -conclufion of life and 
peace.” And: were we not too much 
frangers * to our ſelves, and guilty of 
negle&, and careleſs preſumption in the 


matter of our aſſurance, we might raiſe 


our comforts to a higher pitch and main- 


| faina better grounded joy and confidence 


then we doez who are ready to content 
our ſelves with naked defires, weak, and 
ſtaggering hopes, or at molt witha queſtio- 
nable probability of our ſalvation; yea how 
many profeſſors are there, who by the 
difticulty of the work of gaining aſſy- 


Iance 


in the fate of Yiption 1. 


| ance, either diſcourage and cool their af- 
ſcions' to it, or_cl{c by a conceit of aa 
imppl} bility thereof, voluntarily and total- 
ly negle It, :. Bur ye; Beloved, build not 
J9 opes and comforis upon Tight and 
= foundations, Hut {tire up YL Jur 
Llves, and. by all unwearied paines relglye 
' to clear and ballance, your accounts for e- 
ternity,z eſpecially, making, your calling 
ſure, and your evidence ſound, concerning 
the truth of. converfion ang regenerati- 
on, This will be . the ftrongelt, hold , 
under Chiilt's protedtion, in, the. time of 
_temprajaen, to xctire unto, and topreſerve | 
and re eve your, hearts and hopes, when 
Satan, hall beat youour of all other Forts 
and out workes of, defence and contidence, 
& cauſe you. to, etreat to your main-guard 
qobencn evidence. To this end call to 


© 3 © 


Gods Hylt love to you, oP, your. firſt 
love to Chriſt. How diſcernable , was your 
change, when God, turncd ryou from diſ- 
mal darkneſs to his marvellous light, and 
raiſcd you from the jawes of death and 
hell unto the joyes of heaveu and alvate- 
on! 
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tion! when he comforted you in your Þ 
deſpair, and anointed you with” joy and. Þ 
- gladneſs in the time of your ſorrow, and | 
mourning : when your: impriſoned and. | 


confined hearts were enlarged, and the 
Devil bound up from corturing 8& holding 


youu captive under his tyrannical and mah- 


licious power ; wnen the day of light and 
underſtanding dawned in your hearts, 
"and the glorious Sun of righteouſneſs a- 
roſe with healing to your wounds, and 
health to your ſouls * But take heed 


. of ſatisfying your ſclves with this, that - 


you have been converted to the Lord; but 
for the {irengthening of your contidence 
in him, and clearing your intereſt in his 
love, bring forth of the treaſury of your 
hearts things new, as well as old; for the 
more teſtimonies , the ſtronger evidence, 


anlt the ſurer comfort. Therefore trace. 


| the ' foot-Reps of. Chriſt's ſpiritual and 


powerful diſpeufations towards your 


fouls, 'in the proceſs and continued 
courſe of mercy, and his preventing, , 
aſliting and ſupporting grace : and reveiw 
the pillars 'and monuments you have ſet 
' _ up in-your hearts, for 'remembrance of ſpe- 


cial kindneſs aud remarkable expretfions of | 


his 
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Redhat joy ſhall dwelEan you, Fobn | 
” K 


in + ah fat of 3 & poration. . 129 6; 


bis love, .and en Sanhwlacks unto you, if 
You. can+yet. xead them in Scriptures, not 3 
'. defaced,or blotted out thronghanchank» | A 
{ul tor getfulnels.., 4. PT ths : 
« Take alſo.a-new ſurvey: of the Ti - 
"= your hiearts; towards the Lord..*. What 
have. beenyour defires: after him; how 
have ye ruſted. in him, and. cleaved 20 
. him? what communion with him: *- what 
delight; in. him?. what, ſervice ha 6 'ye 
' done: for..him #7. ' how. faithful have ie 
' bean to-him.2. what have been your. Pile 
vate. attedqions /in- duty,..\and-- your: pub- 
- ligue ,..zcal in your + profefiion? how 
have, you. improved. his. talents, and - -2 
crealcd. your. ſpiritual. ſtock - of: : 
what growth: in: meekneſs ,.Klf-denj t, 
patience, faith, ove, - knowledge, tholy 
ne(s-'and;, purity:?! what -isthe; preſen 
frame.”OT, your hearts; after TY mach - 
means, and. ſeafons-of grage+{o 1 ng © | 
joyed. ?: 1s. it more. - humble, more:he: 
* venly,: more-unmoveable and Exec. 1pon 
God ?. And- laſtly,';are- ye more fruitful, 
and abounding inthe work of- the Eord? 
Thus can-ye'manifeſt, the truth of *grace, 
by the. exerciſ6of it, thegrowth and fruit- 
tulneG of it7 hereby your yoy, ſhall be fall, 


15. 


x 5 +I, Whit a glorious Evidence hereby 


* the Apoſtte- Paul writeth--in their comes 
mendatibn; that their 'faith ' grew-cxcee- 


_ divply, and their love one towards ano--. 


ther- abounded , 2; Theſc!;y: 3 Happy 
are-they*that-can aſcend: this mountain 


of; aſſurance, and' take: a'fight as from 
" Mount Piſzeb,of the heavenly Canaan,crys 
_ ing-our with Saint fobx"iti/adtniration, 


Jove tht Father -bath beftowed 'upbn' us; 
thas: we fhowltdbe called the: Sons of Godi 
therefore' the world knoweth ws not. "But 


if your- - evidences are. loſt;/ or hardly - 
legible, for the -renewing-axd preſerving T 


CNT \ take this next: mired F: 


'cearth; - This-1s-the Apoſtles 


pt. drawiv fromthe: great privis 


ledges:and /promiſes- of race,' 2 Gorg'7t 


1... Having” theſe - promiſes,'dearly beloved; F 


let us. cleanſe onr ſelves 'from- all -polluti- 
on of fleſo and. ſpirit , perfetting . olineſs 
is. the fear; of © God. And becauſe! we 

deny, that: any : man-:/tanibe;. wy 


{o- as. to be: wit ut fin; and all infivronts by 


-< tics 


| had the beleiving Theſſalonians,/ to, whom 


I. *Bebvld mwhat'' manner "of 


--Direed; 28.. | Thirdly; Then perſe@ 'S 
ſ5-to the higheſt degree-attainea- ' | 


—_— 


Or m_ TD > Oo does St tedtdha nat. * 


\ forthunto: thoſe things" which" are” be. 


ties'-upon w_ for oj fag ve bove 


#0 ſiny we deciive our felves",” and” the 


 trath is-not "in #7; 1 John 1:8. Thete« 


fore” take this *neccfary caution, *of 1 Pro - 


| poſing any: meaſure” unto; 'your- ſelves, 


thereby © to-imit your -utmolt /endea- 
vours after * the © greateſt” meaſure” "of - 
grace” ye ' can” polliþly attain unto; * "for 


therefore ©'we' have a perfet ext nple - 


ſ:t: before ' ns, even” God 'himfelf,> | 
we ſhould beperte&,” as he's pete; 


Mat, 5.484 Ang! alfo' of Chrift ;rhat; 
- -he' that: Gar he* abiderh'1 m hhitnz* ought 
' allo to! walk even as he" walled ,: 

1 Fobn' 27 6.: That -wJough-*we- ateonoE. 


perfe&, yet with" Pant torgetting* 
things: which are behind and x 


fore ,7 we may prebs 'towards' *the mark 
for the" prize” of the+ high "calling "of 
Gol" in- Chriſt Jelis, Phil. 3.13, £4-" 
Wherefore, beloved, laying  afide” "every 


weight, awd the fin that' oth fo" eaftly 


beſet you, run "with pafience the race that 
is "ſet before "you, looking *unt#o Fefus, the 
Autbour. or $i ater, and tbe finiſher of 
your. faith, Acb. 12. L, 2+” And fince ye 
are'dead ; and your life-is* hid with 
Cirift 'in God, vt whom ye - wa 

2 


__ 
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_ 


ds Sou! bole 
-mortifie | your , members 
the. catth, 


Which arg upon 


hearts. from iniquity, and ; the vanity re 
your ..very thoughts --and:; deſires. 

ding : carchul to 
.motion-{.ariſing -trom \the «fleſh ; 


: y- 
Ki fads avoid. whatever.may defile-the 
. conſcietce, and;'thexeby. cloud your com: + 
_ forts, and darken the light of your inward 


peace. And1 beſtech you, that 


Joys pe 
ye..would wajk, wa 


all well-plealing, 1B: 


with. fear 'and..trembling, Phil, 2.14. Col; 
4-12-.: Wherefore add\to. your Faith vertucs 
tra.,aud; .vertue knowledge,F#temperance, 
Palence godlineſs, 

hanity/b hat:ye may not be baxren:nor uns 


frail in«he Knowledge of Chrigzand the" | 


rat ther 


;and- crucifre 
the fleſh-with.the affeQions and lufts - 
- thereafs labour + to, conquer all-your 
corruptions, to; .purge:: out the reliquey | 
of. the old Faven, and. to :;waſh.- your 


uppreſs.and' —_ 


hy of ths Lord unto * 
pbedignce t0.every © | 
and,-and the-firictelt cxules ofthe / | 
and thatgas ye bave; at any time | 
how ye ought to walk and to plcaſes : 
ſo ye would aboutd, mor2,and moxe,! 
x. Theſ.:4.1. That ye may; at lati- fiind | 
' pexteft and camplcat 19;all; the; willof _} bi 
Gpd,. working ayt.your ſalvation hereby | 


brotherly kindnels, 


-- 
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4 | make youtccalling and elcQian ſtirb; 2'Pes. 


; | \the timeur ſeaſon, becauſe the dayer #re not 


1 him into: the world, Fobn 9.4 I muſt 


WW when the light of this preſenc lite, ſhall 
; I vanith and' give place "to the darkneſs” of 


g 


'F. dedth?. © that ye would keep an eye upon 


: 
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| rather give. diligence herein;\that yt: may 
Ek 5; 641 0. s ESE HRS : | 
_  -Dired;-IV. Redeem your precious:timie 
and :the ſeaſons of grace, for "the time is 
ſhort, faith the - Apolile ,-13 Cor. 7. 29, 
The. time of - hife © is' ſhort © rhe of 
health and: fixength is ſhort; and: conſe= 
quently the time of grace and the opportus. 
nitics thereof 'ar6. ſhort, Therefore;ſee that 

_ ye walk circumſpetily, or exactly, redeeming 


only foort but evil; Eccl.5.15;16. And that. 
| not only in regard ofthe remptations and. 
| ſnares +thereof, but: of che'perils 'and affli= - 
@ions, the 'troubles and tribulationspthad 
attend the laſt: dayes of the world;”-*Our- . 
Saviour knowing: te day of his working 
and miniſtery tobe ſhort; having but's 


while to remain upon; earth,took all occali- 
ons to finiſh his Fatfhitrs work; who ſerit 


, work,the work of bim that Tent me; while it is 
day; the. ntght cometh; when #0 "man can 
work., And is not your night, Chriftians, 
coming :on, and your Sun near fetfing, 


RK 3 time. 


hs. 
..- aud the Gwifines of that wagon: which 
. willſuddenly:have meaſured-your appoin- 


. for. the: laying i 


ted race! And be not fhCk in the work of 
the:iLord; but + double . and redouble: your 


diligence, that ye'may be ready for"the |] 
"Matters call, and the Bride-groomes com+ * 


ing. Whata bleſſed. condition is that ſoul 
in; that can ſay with Saint Pawl,” 2 Tim,q. 
637. lam now ready to be offered up,and my 


departureis at W#14,T have fought a good fight, 


I have finiſhed my courſe, IT have kept the 
faith! Bur is it not otherwiſe with many , 
pbor ſouls, who could wiſh tor anotherlifeto 
be reflewed anto them, for the diſcharge. of 
their truſt: they have negleQed;the improve 
Ment of mercies, - which they: have fleigh- 
eed;*the filling up of that ( pace, they have 


dly: ſquaridredzthe gfthcring in of experi- 


ences, which they have pretermitted; and 
in-ot a_ ſtore and: fiock 'of 
grace and wiſdom, by-fuch rich advantages 
of\trade - and heavenly gain and profit, 


'which they* havEloſt and over ilipped? 
Who now. begin + to look back. with , 
thame..and ſorrow upon the timeof youth 


and-fixengths and the yeares of plenty, and 
fulneſs of the-bread-of heaven; bewailing 
their folly in not providing for th eiycares 


of. Shane, wherein they will bc glad of : 


- the | 
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| hands; gird up. the loynes of your minds, 


with power. 


- preſent time of grace. and Mercy, exerciſe 


| heed of (urfciting your {clves with . the : 


this-lide of heaven. Bt be ſober, and hope 
T Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pct. 1.13, Ye.thatarethe 


\-in this caſe, labour to. beat down your 
bodies, and to bringthem into ſubjefion, 


0m Meat Bud Cir. AS. cont ad yp” I 


* the gleaning ent of ſeaſons ler 
verthelels litcup the h ds thathang 4 own, 
& the feeble knees, up and be doing, & the 
worke.of the, Loid. ſhall. proſper in.your 


and {© run, thar.yc may attain, being” ſwift 

to: hear, not ſlothful in buſineſs, tervent 

in ſpirit, continuing igſtant in.pryyer, that 
Godawould fulfill in you all the, good plea= 
of his goodncls, and the wogk of faich | 


Fifthly, That ye may better redcem. 5b 


your hope with -all ſobricty in the; uſe. of E 
temporal comforts,and cnjoy ments. Take  ,.7 


fweetuels of creature delights, leſt, your ' © 
hearts ſhould '{ay, it is good to be. here, j 
and you it down ready. to take your Tot on. 


unto the end,for. the grace and ſalvation that 
is to be brought unto you at the revelatioy of. 


childrca. of, the day, watch and be ſober, I 
and with Paul, whole cxample is imitable. 3 


that ye be not caſt away, 1 Cor. g. 21,"Ic 
1s > better co-[tarye luſt, then by pampering 


R 4 : the 
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the body to make proviſion for the-fleſh'to |] 
fatfll che lufts thereof.” Therefore ſtudy | / 
contentment ina .mean condition, in this + ' 
world, having but food and rayment to _: | 
% ply the bare neceſſities of this -prefant | 1 


e A litrle will ſerve for your paſſage; 
ne all che world ſhould not content 


you tor your portion; becauſe ye arc hejrs 
of precions. promiſes, and of a riclt and ' 


glorious ifthericance, whereof ye thall 


ſhortly take poſſcfi1 ion 'm the, life that is 
to come, and in the enjoyme it of God - ; 
himſelf; in-whoſe preſence 1s fulnefs of joy; 


arid -at whoſe right hand: there are pleas 


fiires for evermore: Wherefore, it by / 


Chrift, the world be'crucifyed unto you, 
and-you unto the world, and ye oyercome 


the world by the victory of faith, live a+ 


| boye the vanity and emptineſs of fading 
and 'withering-comforts, and look not at 


| the faſhion of the world which paſſeth a-- 


way but uſe the world as if ye uſed it 


not, becauſe all theſe things periſh in the- - | 
uling, dye in the hand, and 'the beauty 


thereof corrupteth and vaniſheth while 
your eyes. are ſet upon them. And let. 


your moderation: be known to all men in 


reſpe&t of your care and contention for the 
things of, this life, for the Lord isat hand, 
who 
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who,ifyaircalt your burthens upon him, will 


8” ſuſfaine- you, for he'-careth for you, Con- 
| tent your felves'-to live athis allowance in _ 


four minority, and'think not hardſhip an- © - 


- fatSdleto yourpreſent ſtatezwhereas if you 
 weretull,ye-might forget the 'Lord,and lefs 


mind” your home and your Fathers houſe. 
But if the Lord hath enlarged your pre. 
ſent eſtate upon' earth,” 'content not-your 


| ſelves in being 'rich, unleſs you'are rich 


towards God 5 and' deny your ſelves in 
what is in your power to ufe and poſltls, 


| | _ that ye may do& good in your generation, 


and lay 'up for your ſelves a goo&founda-- 
tion againft the time to come. :-* | 

Dire; VI. 'Sixthly, For the mainfai- 
ning of a holy febriety of fpirit, aCt faith 
upon eternal promiſes, and the 'traſeen - 
glory. of heaven.” Nothing doth *more 


F tupport and .'bear- up. the hearts. of tte 
'F- Saints, * then to hve by faith, and toleok 
{ over the pale of time'to the things which! 
\ are eternal; This will make affliQions 


light, ſuffering eafie>the world contempri> 
ble, and the hardeſt labour and work for 
Chritt 'and the Goſpel comfortable, bile *© 
we" look, not at the things which are feen, © 
but at | the things which are not ſeen , far 
the things which are ſeen are temporal, but 
: ; | «2 


nal, 2:Cor. 4.18, While faith feedeth | 


. » eyeth./the- great*zeward,of happineſs and 
perfection, the ſoul. fainteth not under its ] 


þ a 
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wry "hs; Souta 2 dfecn Don ..: 
| but the things which are. ngt ſees Jarecters 


upon che, promiles-.of; life. and , glory, and 


burden, neither is diſcouraged at.the grea; 
teft: ditcalties.in.,the way. of. its hupes ; 
but becometh more-lively and undaunted 
 in-. contending with,  oppolition, that. it 
may break through, and paſſe, to_.the 
tree of i life , _ which: ;is_in the mid(t. of 
"the. Paradiſe | of . God. Yea, how 
fully is the ſoul ſatisfyed in bcholding 
the... mprehenfible. riches . of . eter» - 
ni; 

thoughts. and meditations thereof, it is * 
ready to forget, that it. 15.{till in the body, 
as deing tranſported above the ſphearof 
: ſepſitive objecs... This made David ceale 
to-cnvy.the.. proſperity, of: the wicked, 
when . his. hearc. was raiſed .to 2 ſight of 0 


 God:in the Sanctuary, which ſa. cavithed b 


his ſoul, chat he brake out intothat cx- 
preſſion, Pſal. 53. 25. Whom. have. L in 
beaven, but. thee ? and there us none. upon © 
earth;that 1 defire beſides thee? And this will 
ween your affections &.delires from carth». 
ly contearments, did ye often by faith vilit 


your heavenly . mantions, and keep your. 
| thoughts 


6 "> R 


when it,is. taken, up wichche I 


will and-finful 'wil | 
. will of Chriſt, but lye prottrate at'his feet, 
 wita a holy and an humble refignation"of 
| your ſelvests his will and pleaſure. And 
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1 houghtsupen Chriſt; and+ his preparati- 
'5 ons for-you, - which' the eye hath not feeng _ 
'.nor [the ear heard, neither hath the heart. 
| -conceived, and-yet/ not'beyond the reach 
| of taith; as'itis the evidence of things nor. 


Seventhly and; laſtly', Labour after 
a cotnplying' heart'with. the will of 
God under every diſpenſation of '/provi- 


| dence towards you in this earth]y/taber- 
| .nacle.. Be ' willing to live, -or-dye , to 
: doe or fuffer, following every call of God, 


whoſe infinite wiſdom difpofeth. of your 
conditions, and - whoſe: gracious: power is 
preſent ro afliſt and ſtrengthen. ** Acknow- 
I:dge-the Lord inall- your wayes,.and he 


' ſhall dire your paths, 'and commit your 
way ro--him, and he fhall give Youthede- 


fire. of 'your hearts,g. Take heedof elf 
Ein oppoſition - tothe 


lct-nothing move. or- territic you, neither 
count your lives dear unto you; that-ye 
may 'finiſh''your - courſe - with joy. "Be 
contented with/any condition, which the 


Lord ſhall allot unto:yoa, in your preſent 
pilgrimage and travails homeward;\ and 
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let,the-confideration of your, approaching 
aſcenfion . unto Chriſt in the highett hea- , | wp 
-vens, (weeten every bitter. cup. which-proz, -| deg 
videncethall put into your hands; &light- | car 
.en,every. burden which God hall lay up-. | and 
on you, , knowing that your.ſuftcrings are' | wo 
only temporal, but your joyes: will be e- |. not 
ternal; and that ye have all your evilhere, - | unc 
but your good things are tocome.:: 0. for- | and 
get not that. your treaſure is in neavenz | def 
and where your treaſure is , there let-your ,'Þ of 
hearts be alſo; that: for the joy that is ſet +4 Ani 
before you, ye gay. endure every;crofs;and | fror 
deſpiſe the ſhame of all your futferings for. | the 
"Chriſt, counting the Luficrings of this-pre+: } eſd 
ſent-hte, not worthy to: be compared with | #*/ 
the glory which ſhalt be revealed in you, | fulk 
when ye tball depart hence un'o Chriſt, ' | me: 
whichig far better; Ngt.onlybetter then the | ly; 
bc ny var, les, tribulations, and. } the 

\, afflitions:; whiclt. attzond -the Goſpel, the: | the 
profeſſion of Chriſt, aud the ſtate:of Grace, '} Yes 
- but#bcceer then the belt and mol honours ©| tor 

_ © ble and comfortable condition; which the 1. wit 
Saints. of God .have cycr enjoyed, or cat | tho 
expect to- partake of while the foundatis.. | mer 

- PniSof the earth remain. Which I ſhall ons: 
ly add by. way of motive to what hath'been+ | [pin 
Tag ey my pt counſel; that: todepart. te | hol) 

[ 


1H, 


3 ' of the eytzand he pride of life, 1 Jotm' 2, | 


F | Lea though: we could ſay with Saint ro 


| holineſs -here, and their ts 4 
| -— SChciſt 
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| 7 | woes of Fogarabbe: : F4F-, : 
' be withiChrit-is far berter' = ja 


| 66978 that in compariſon with-thethuee 


degrees of exccllency '#ttainable 'in this 
carth]y ſtate. ' Firſt; 4x 1s better thenlife, | 
| and all*the coinforts of life, whieh ' the. 

| world can afford, in pleafure, profit, or ho- 
1]. nour; For'all: theſe things are ſhort and 
uncertain, aud at leaſt bat created delight 


deſcribeth by the Juſt of +he fob, wo 


«And: labdureth 'to” tak&off our - 

| fromo0them by an «rgument drawn Roms 
the love af Gode */AfTIfF-rhe loving Kid: 

 neſif'of God:0 bigpeopht Yene;be bett ef thtp 

# ſelf, Pal: 63:3.) How witch more' | 

falne(s: of-histove' communicated without | 

meaſure; m the lifethatis eternal? £ | 

ly,it is berrot chen'all 'the vic. Whlch 

|. the Saints can *doe-for'Gvd and Clift" in + , 

their! moſt-perfe@ Hbediente here. below. - 


J__Co —_—. 


| to us to lives Chriſt, *ycr" to'dye'and 
with Chriſt were gainand far beckirbnd ; 
| though in keeping 'of*%his commande- 


:|-ments there be great reward; and the god- 


| Iy have great peace thertir, yet their hap- 
pine(s' hereafter ſhall be: the crown of their 
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| and'creatureenjoyments, which Saint Fobn : 
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..-  Chiifs ſhall exceed all their labour 1a 
 worke for him. Laſtly;.Itis better then thi 

- moſt uninterrupted fellowſhip the Szined . 

- areicapable of w ith the Father 'and his Son 


Ly Chriſt,in their neareſt and: moſt ſpiri4' 


rag approaches, in the'pureſt ordinances,0q » 
moſt. venly meditations 53 'and:that_-by 


Bt 7 IN > 
» F” £ 
? 


"vx 


b: \ how.;much the immegiage and..glbrioug 
"IM preſence of Chriſt & God himſelf inheaver * 
- - ſurpaſſcth the cleareſtdiſcovery & manife 
* Nations bo _—_— to his.choſen _ "EY 
$ foighd | peop earth. Therefore 1cy 
all:the 6! 6am with joy«for:thi 
| Qay.of No yr 2 <coe hk they ſhall de 
goto, Chriſt,.-who -is aſcended far af - 
Rp all .thingsz. that he. might fill'a al 
things. And that your hearts maybe'ti SL 
th joy.and that ye faint not; ieoplope- bl 4 
; il aqpra,w el 
SPC... 2, laſt. V#till the Gayibreaks © 
4} the ſpaddo wes flee away : IE Belog + 
ved; ond be thou bke aiRoe,or 4 young, Ha 
, nab mouutaines f Bether. /:: -, 
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